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“Keep Awake?!?” 
 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 
 
Psalm 122 
1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to 
give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
5For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house 
of David. 
6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.” 
8For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 
Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; 
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 
is the fulfilling of the law. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 
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honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify 
its desires. 
 
Matthew 24:36-44 
36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then 
two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women 
will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep 
awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
Welcome to Advent! 
 
Advent, the four weeks before Christmas…the season of contemplation 
and preparation, marked with the colour blue, signifying hope. 
 
[Advent chasuble?] 
 
Here is my Advent Wreath – a bit worse for wear, but pretty good 
considering I made it over 30 years ago…red candles, sometimes white, or 
blue, not crazy about the purple and pink tradition… 
 
Started by a Lutheran pastor in Germany, in 1839, Johann Hinrich Wichern 

(1808-81).  He was in charge of a mission school in a poor part of 

Hamburg.  The children kept asking him how much longer it would be until 

Christmas, so he built a wreath out of an old cartwheel to help the children 

in his mission school count the days until Christmas. He added small 
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candles to be lit every weekday and Saturday during Advent, and on 

Sundays, a large white candle was lit.  Eventually the candles were 

reduced to 4, one to be lit each Sunday, and the tradition began to catch 

on.  German immigrants eventually brought the tradition with them to North 

America in the 20th century, and many traditions, including Roman 

Catholics, Orthodox and Protestant Christians adopted it in various forms. 

 

As a child, my mother would make a fresh wreath out of evergreens, adorn 

it with ribbon and four fat red candles, and it would have pride of place in 

the centre of our dining room table.  Each Sunday an additional candle 

would be lit, and then again, during the week as we gathered for supper. 

 

An Advent wreath, or simply an arrangement of four candles, can be one of 

many practices we can adopt in this time of waiting and preparation. 

 

I have always loved Advent – that time of preparation and anticipation 

before Christmas.   It is not easy to observe contemplatively, as there are 

so many added activities at this time – concerts, pageants, celebrations 

with friends, as well as our own personal preparations of cooking, baking, 

gift buying, cleaning, decorating, making donations.   



4 
 

 

Nonetheless, Advent calls us to do our best to “Move placidly amidst the 

noise and haste…”, as the much loved poem Desiderata calls us to.  I 

encourage you all to take some time to pause and reflect and decide how 

you can build stillness and contemplation into the hectic pace of your 

respective lives. 

 

Our texts for this week invite us into that preparation and anticipation in 

various ways -  

 

We have a sense of the anticipation and celebration in our first two texts: 

From Isaiah, we hear: 

2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us 
go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 

And then again, in Psalm 122: 

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
2Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
4To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, as was decreed for Israel, to 
give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
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At the same time, Advent carries a call to preparedness and alertness, as 

Paul writes to the Romans: 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you 
to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we 
became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay 
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;… 
 
Jesus speaks even more urgently and even somewhat darkly: 

42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
 
Keep awake – be prepared, be alert – the words of Jesus are quite clear – 

words of warning, words of admonition 

 

Of course we are prepared, from First Aid kits, to car insurance, to locks on 

our doors, cupboards stocked.  We are a winter people, so we even add  

 canning and freezing and changing tires to the list. 

 

Preparing for Christmas 

Preparing for life…. 

We know how to do that, Jesus, see how well….! 
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Nonetheless, regardless of all the preparedness, thieves still come and 

break into our homes and lives – we think of the young mother in Quebec 

this week, whose child’s baby buggy was literally torn out of her hands by a 

speeding car – that didn’t even bother to stop.  Thankfully, the baby 

escaped injury, but the shock of her family will take a long time to heal. 

 

Or we think of lives stolen in yet more shooting rampages in the States, or 

our own gun violence in Vancouver, Merritt, Kelowna and Kamloops… 

 

Or a whole country hijacked, as the people of Ukraine, hunker down for a 

very uncertain and difficult winter in the midst of a senseless invasion and 

war… 

 

Or the people of Jerusalem – Israeli, Palestinian, Jews, Muslims, Christians 

–who have somehow allowed thieves to come and turn their Holy City into 

a place of violence, tension, and uncertainty 

 

Rather than Isiah’s hope for a restored world for all, so many are caught in 

the opposite, as described by the prophet Joel: 

 
9 Proclaim this among the nations: 
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Prepare war, 
   stir up the warriors. 
Let all the soldiers draw near, 
   let them come up. 
10 Beat your ploughshares into swords, 
   and your pruning-hooks into spears; 
   let the weakling say, ‘I am a warrior.’ 
 

Or the thieves of floods, fires, earthquakes, hurricanes and any number of 

natural disasters this past year… 

 

Or the thief of illness, putting hospital staff into the impossible place of 

juggling competing priorities and limited resources, or stealing the health 

and lives of individuals and their families with an unwanted diagnosis… 

 

Or the thief of greed, eating away at hard-earned resources with ever rising 

prices for just about everything. 

 

Or, or, or…. 

 

Keep awake….?!?  I’d rather just stay in bed, thank you very much, roll 

over, pull the covers over my head and go back to sleep, hoping to wake 

up in some decade in the future, when it is all fixed, and there is no more 

death, or crying anymore, as Isaiah writes much further on 
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6 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
   a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, 
   of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 
   the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
   the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8 he will swallow up death for ever. (Is 25:6-8) 
 

Yes, that’s what we’ll do.  It is too much of a mess for us even to 

contemplate – too many thieves, too many bullies, too many angry people, 

too many market forces…Wake me up when it’s all better again…. 

 

But no, Jesus adjures - you cannot avoid, you cannot hide, you must keep 

awake…you are to be about the pruning and the beating, finding the lost, 

restoring the hope… 

 

Yes, we are the hands, heart and feet of the One who calls us into being 

and calls us to bring in the justice…. 

 

To use a currently trendy phrase – we are called to wake up, to become 

“woke”.  “To be woke” was originally coined by the African American 

musical community in the 1930s – it describes that process of becoming 

aware of oneself in a deeper way, and becoming aware of the social, 
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economic and political forces at play at any one time…becoming “woke” 

meant to recognize the inequity and injustice and to name it and address it. 

 

The term “woke” has gone through various permutations of meaning, where 

some criticize it as striving to be trendy or “cool”, or politically correct; or 

even too radical, but its meaning goes much deeper than that. 

  

Woke has an intentionality about it.  Being woke means “really awake” and 

aware of what is happening around us, and then striving to change the 

status quo to create more space and more inclusion for everyone.   

 

As the term originally belonged to the African-North American tradition, we 

need to be humble and respectful in using it.  In a sense, we are called to 

be woke and not woke at the same time – called to be alert to what is 

happening around us, aware of power struggles and inequities, and 

institutions and traditions that have been self-serving for far too long.  Then, 

we need to be prepared to act, and do what we can to bring about genuine 

and equitable justice for all people. 
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Weary as we might be, there will always be another or others who are 

wearier, needing our voice, needing our strength, needing our love…  

 

Weary as we may be, the tradition of Advent reminds us that we are not 

alone in our weariness, that others walk with us, just as people have 

walked in the darkness of their times since the beginning of time, holding 

each other up, and daring to defy the darkness with their love and their 

light. 

 

Weary as we may be, we trust and hope that when we are the ones 

devastated by the thieves of our lives, there will be willing hearts, hands 

and love to uphold our flagging strength. 

 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you?   

Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too…. 

 

Welcome to Advent, welcome to the light that defies the darkness.  

Welcome to the ancient streams that call you to follow that light and to be a 

bearer of that light to all who have been robbed of it. 
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For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. 4[God] shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 
 
 
A blessed Advent to you all.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 


