
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God, all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye Heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

      – Hymn 380, The Hymnal 1982 

 
          22 November 2022  
Dear Ones, 
 
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.”  These lyrics are remembered fondly by many folks as the hymn 
known as “The Doxology” – sung boldly to accompany the procession of shiny brass collection plates down 
the aisle and up to the altar.  In actuality, though, there is not just one piece of music that is known as “The 
Doxology” – there are many prayers and hymns and other pieces of music that are just as much doxologies as 
this old familiar one. 
 
Our “Hymn of Praise” or “Gloria” is a doxological offering of praise that comes early in our weekly worship.  
Our Eucharistic Prayer concludes with a doxological statement (“By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours…”).  Even the version of the Lord’s Prayer that most of 
us have committed to memory has an added doxology at its conclusion (“For thine is the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory…”). 
 
Doxology literally means “glory speech” – bringing “glory” to “speech” – Glorifying God.  
 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could open ourselves up to more “doxology” in our life?  Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if we could engage in more “glory speech” in the ways we live and move and have our being?  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could attempt to live more fully into the words expressed in that old familiar 
hymn – “Praise God from whom all blessings flow!”  For that reason, “God’s Blessings Flow!” has been chosen 
as our theme for our 2023 pledge campaign. 
 
How often do we praise God for all of the blessings that flow into our lives?  Is that praise limited to a few 
liturgical moments on Sundays – in the words of a few hymns and prayers?  Or does our praise of God permeate 
how we live our lives – daily, minute-by-minute?  If not, could it?  Could we pledge this year, not only with our 
checkbooks, but also with our hearts to give glory and thanks to God in greater and greater ways? 
 
How have you been experiencing God’s blessings flowing over you recently?  Is it through your family or 
friends?  Is it through some creative endeavor or through your work?  Is it through a greater sense of a return of 
familiarity into how you are able to live your life after the disruption of the past two years?  Is it through your 
Church community here at St. Bede’s? 
 
Are you able to name and embrace God’s presence in any or all of that?  Are you able to offer to God your own 
“glory speech” – your own doxology – for all of the blessings from God that flow into your life? 
 



This year, I am so very grateful for the many ways that our common life at St. Bede’s is feeling more and more 
familiar again.  I am also thankful for new things we are able to do and for new people who are joining us in 
the work and ministry to which God is calling us.  I give God thanks and praise for all of this and I hope you 
do as well. 
 
In the year ahead there will be more to which we are called in ministry and mission together.  More familiar 
things will continue to return and more new opportunities will emerge for how we can offer glory to God 
through how we share our common life and ministries together. 
 
Thank you so much for your faithful commitment to St. Bede’s.  I hope in the days ahead you will consider 
faithfully growing your response to all that God has shared with you by making a pledge of financial support to 
St. Bede’s for 2023. 
 
Our pledge goal for 2023 is $460,000.  This is approximately 7% more than we received in pledges this year.  
We hope that we can stretch to achieving that goal so that we can continue and renew the ministries and 
opportunities that have blessed us for so long.  We also hope to grow and imagine new ways of serving God 
and others.  In the next year, we hope to sustain and expand our current staffing structure by maintaining the 
position of Director of Children and Family ministries after Alyssa Sali departs for seminary.  We also hope to 
be able to restore the part-time position of an Assistant Rector.  We want to continue to grow our commitment 
to serving others outside our doors by an increasing commitment to Community Engagement and an increased 
commitment to our ministries in Spanish speaking communities.  We also do all of our ministry at a time of 
increasing operating costs in general.  We wish to budget to do all that we have currently been doing – and 
grow as well – in a sustainable way and, for all of this, we need your support. 
 
Once again, we are asking that you contemplate a pledge in terms of a weekly amount you would offer back 
to God thus allowing you to put this pledge in context with other weekly financial patterns in your life.  Although 
the pledge is made in the form of a weekly amount, you may pay on any schedule (weekly, monthly, quarterly, 
annually, or through a transfer of stocks or securities). 
 
We hope to receive all of our pledge commitments by Sunday, December 11 and rejoice gratefully for the 
amazing gifts that all of God’s people will share to provide for the Gospel work to which we have been called 
together.  You may return the enclosed pledge card on any Sunday between now and then. You may also return 
your card to St. Bede’s by mail.  There is also an easy to use online pledge form that may be found through 
the “Pledge” link at the top of any page on our website: www.stbedes.org. 
 
Your pledge of financial support will ensure that St. Bede’s can live out its next season of mission and ministry 
as strong or stronger than ever before. 
 
Thank you so much for prayerfully considering your financial commitment to the ministries and mission of St. 
Bede’s.  God is doing God’s GOOD WORK here amongst and through us.  Thank you for all of the ways that 
you help magnify that work.  Thank you for all of the ways you help bring glory to God through the doxology 
of your life and ministry.  I praise God for you and I praise God from whom ALL blessings flow! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
Chad 


