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Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Welcomes YOU! 
You are a blessing to us as we come together to worship the LORD. 

 Holy Communion:    Jesus said of the communion of bread and wine,  
“This IS my Body…; This IS my Blood…” 

We believe those who receive Holy Communion receive Jesus Christ in His fullness. When we hear those 
words, we can rest in the fact that Jesus lived for us; he died for us; lives again for us; he heals us; he 
teaches us; he loves us. Jesus’ body and blood (through bread and wine) is a gift for you. This is the Lord’s 
table, and you are welcome to commune with us. 
 

Welcome Visitors: Thank you for visiting Christ the Good Shepherd.  Please stop by the Welcome Desk and 
to introduce yourself learn more about our church and our ministries. 
 

During Worship: 
For the consideration of others, please silence your cell phones and electronic devices.  
For your convenience, the nursery is available during worship.  Activity bags for your child’s use are 
available. Please ask an usher for assistance.  
LBW: Lutheran Book of Worship (green)  WOV: With One Voice (blue) 

Bible verses from New Revised Standard Version 
 

CGSLC services are on Capital Community Television (CC:TV) Channel 23 
Saturday 3:00 PM – Sunday 8:30 PM – Mondays 9:00 AM – Thursdays 9:00 PM 

Subscribe to our YouTube Channel (CGSLC) 
 

 
Prelude     
 

        Please check with an usher to record your attendance. 

 

GATHERING SONG   “Celtic Advent Carol”   Peace Together Choir 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE  
 

OPENING 
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, 
One God, the Fountain of Living Water, the Rock who have us birth, our Light 
and our Salvation. Amen! 
Satisfy us in the morning, O God, with your steadfast love. 
That we may rejoice and rest in your Power and Presence. 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Eternal God, Creator of the skies above; Humble Christ, born amid the growing 
earth; Spirit of Life, winging over the flowing waters like the wild goose. 

Trinity ☩ of Love, you are ever present, in earth sea and sky. You are ever 
present, in and with us, here and now. 
 
O Hidden Mystery, Sun behind all suns, Soul behind all souls. 
In everything we touch, in everyone we meet, You are ever present all around 
us. In your Divine Presence we find refuge and rest. We are relieved and we 
give you thanks! 
 
And we confess: 
We have not always touched creation, but rather we have trampled it. We 
have not always met you in one another, but rather we have missed making 
the connection. We have not always received you in the poor and the outcast 
and those who are different from us, but rather we have rejected you. We 
have not always rested in your presence, but rather we have continued with 
our busyness and been consumed by our anxiety. Forgive us and fill us with 
your compassion for the world and all that is in it – including ourselves! 
 
Hear the words of Jesus: 
‘I came that you may have life and have it more abundantly. Your sins are 
forgiven. Come and follow me….and find rest for your souls”. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Christ be with us 
Christ within us all. Christ behind us, Christ before us. Christ beside us, Christ 
to win us. Christ to comfort and restore us. Christ beneath us, Christ above us. 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger. Christ in the hearts of all who love us. Christ in 
the mouths of friend and stranger.  
Amen! 



FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
A reading from Isaiah 
1 The word that Isaiah son of Amos saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised above 
the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 
3 Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 
that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they 
shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any 
more.  
5 O house of Jacob come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 122 
1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 
2 Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
3 Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together. 
4 To it the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord, 
as was decreed for Israel, to give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
5 For there the thrones for judgment were set up, the thrones of the house of 
David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 
7 Peace be within your walls and security within your towers.” 
8 For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek your good. 
 



SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14 
A reading from Romans 
11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works 
of darkness and put on the armor of light;  
13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit 
sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

CELTIC GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44  
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew  
Glory to you O Lord. 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 
ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, 
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.  
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 
41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be 
left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 
coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into.  
44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 
do not expect. 
The Word of the Lord,  
Praise to you O Christ.  
 



MESSAGE              Vicar Sena Norton 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY   “Deep Peace, Gaelic Blessing”         John Rutter 
 
CREED (IN A CELTIC TRADITION) 
We give voice to our faith using a Celtic Creed 
We believe, O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Life. We believe, 
O God of all gods, that you are the eternal God of Love. 
We believe, O God and Maker of all creation, that you are the creator of the 
high heavens, that you are the creator of the deep seas, that you are the 
creator of the stable earth. 
We believe, O God of all peoples, that you created our souls and set their 
warp, that you created our bodies and gave them breath, that you made us in 
your image, for connection, for times of rest, to be with you and with each 
other, with self and with all of creation. 
We give you worship with all of our heart, we give you trust with all of our 
soul, we give our lives to you with all of our mind and body, yielding our 
desires and our busyness to your Divine Plan for rest and renewal, discipleship 
and service, eternal Fire of Life and Love.  
Amen. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS                      

God of love—Father, Son and Holy Spirit: You loved us before we ever knew 
You…. Jesus our redeemer, hear our prayer. 

 
PEACE 
The Deep Peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 

The congregation is invited to share the peace with one another. 
 

 



OFFERING  Please give online at Tithely or drop your offering in the plates provided in the 

Narthex. Contact an usher for assistance. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING AND EUCHARIST PRAYER: 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts 
We lift them up to the Lord of the Sabbath. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 
It is right and restorative to give our thanks and praise. 
 



In the night in which he was betrayed, afraid, tired and weary, Our Lord Jesus 
turned to God: took bread and gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to the disciples 
saying: Take and eat, this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
reverberance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks and gave it for all to drink 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Brother Jesus, who walks the Way of 
the Cross to rest and resurrection, the Way of Sabbath and caring connection. 
Who touches us in times of hardship and suffering….and turns our tears into 
dancing. 
 

Blessed is the Spirit who soars like the wild goose, raising us up to New Life 
Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation into your rhythm of rest and 
renewal. Come Holy Spirit. Weave our lives and all creation together into one 
tapestry of wholeness and love. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION  
 

Come forward to receive gluten free bread, wine or juice. If you prefer – a blessing. 
 
 
 
 
 



CLOSING PRAYER 
Let us pray together 
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Continue to call us 
to times of Sabbath rest, so that we may go out with renewed faith and good 
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and 
you love supporting us, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lover of our Souls. 
Amen! 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
BLESSING 
Passionately and unconditionally God Loves you. Completely and utterly, God 

loves you. Now ☩ and forever, God loves you.  
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG   “Hymn of St. Patrick”      Dwight Beal 
 
DISMISSAL 
Remember the Rock of Faith and hold on to it, as God holds on to you!  
Thanks be to God.  
 

Fellowship to follow in the Gathering Space 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



NOTES 
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________________________________________________________________
____ 

Updating Parish Records 
 

If you know anyone since 2015 that has passed away, married, 

baptized, confirmed, or become a member a signup sheet will be 

available. To ensure all names are included on Parish records please 

sign the sheet. If you are unsure if a name has been previously 

added please sign and we will cross check it with our current 

records, Vicar Sena has copies. 



 
 

 

Join us every Wednesday starting November 30th through 

December 21st looking at scriptures for the following Sunday 

service’s 

10-11am in the Gathering Space 

 

RIC Education Hour 
December 11th, after Service in the Gathering Space 

Approximately: 1 hour meeting 
 

This is an encore of the first congregational education 
forum to kick off many months of the ongoing RIC 

learning and discernment process. 
 

It is recommended for all active congregational 
members to engage in this educational opportunity. 

More forums/education hours will be schedule in the 
New Year. 

 
 



 

Advent Concert 
presented by  

St. Mark Lutheran Church  

Featuring: Susan Johnson, organist 
and several guest musicians  

 

 
 

All are free and welcome! 

Friday, December 2nd at 7pm 

 



Holiday Ministry Collection 
Food Pantry 

• Peanut Butter  

• Tuna 

• Cereal  

• Mac n' Cheese 

Winter Clothes Collection for Kids 

• Coats - new/gently worn 

• Scarves 

• Mittens  

• Gloves  

• Caps 

• Sweatshirts 

Union Gospel Mission 

• Men’s socks 

Simonka Place – Women and Children Shelter 

• Diapers - Size 4, 5 and 6 

• Bath Supply (bodywash, shampoo, deodorant etc.) 

• Sanitary supplies (napkins, tampons) 

• Toilet Paper 

Ending Soon on December 4th 

 

A collection area will be in the Gathering Room  

 

 

 



Backpack Buddies 
A Thrivent giving link will be LIVE December 4th – Check out our Facebook Page 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fred Meyer is offering another way to donate to our Backpack Buddies program!  You can link 

your Fred Meyer Rewards Card to their Community Rewards program and they will distribute 

quarterly donations to Christ the Good Shepherd. The amount we receive is related to how 

many customers select our organization and how much they shop. You will still get rewards 

points, fuel points, and rebates. Every time you shop with your linked Rewards Card at Fred 

Meyer, you’re helping the Backpack Buddies program.  And the more supporters who link 

their Rewards Card to Christ the Good Shepherd, the more we will earn. 

Just follow the steps below: 

1.  Go online to fredmeyer.com/communityrewards  

2.  Register and create an online account to link your card to Christ the Good Shepherd 

Lutheran Church.  

3.  Follow the steps, fill in the information, and put our number in:  #90188 

That’s all there is to it! Tell your friends and neighbors too. We thank you and the children we 

serve thank you. 

 

  

 

Support us when you shop on Amazon. Backpack Buddies will receive 5% 

of each sale. For each purchase you make, start by going to  

smile.amazon.com/ch/93-0475178 and Amazon donates to Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=1QI5RH08LQVOQ&K=1FM713G33J2KY&M=urn:rtn:msg:201802051908123caa4c04d4e34a5a8aa4f05222c0p0na&R=1TCPN42PL1R6Y&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F93-0475178&H=BG1HYRLNULRHGXDI38VUKFXCPXYA


Christ the Good Shepherd 
 

• 21st – Longest Night; featuring Violin & Viola, at 6pm  

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Christmas Eve Vespers Candlelight Service, 

at 7pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day; Verses, Carols & Cookies, at 10am  
 

Upcoming November & December 
 

• 27th – Advent 1: Thin Places 

• 4th – Advent 2: Prepare the Way; Church Decorating after Service 

• 11th – Advent 3: Soul Friends 

• 18th – Advent 4: Incarnation 
 

Christmas Planning 
 

Everyone is invited to attend services at any location and with any 

of our Lutheran Family congregations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross 
 

• 24th – Christmas Eve; Choir & Music based Service, at 4:30pm 

• 25th – Christmas Day with Pr. Curtis Zieske; 

A Traditional Christmas Service, at 10am 

 

 
St. Mark 
 

• 2nd – Advent Concert; featuring the Organ, at 7pm 

• 24th – Christmas Eve Service at 5:30pm  

• 25th – Christmas Day Services at 10am 

 

 



Have you ever heard someone talk about a “thin place”?  
 

Perhaps they were recounting inspirational sites visited on a recent pilgrimage or 

sharing about how journeying out into creation always draws them closer to the 

Divine. They might not have even been talking about a place at all, but instead a 

Sacred moment spurred on by spiritual practice or a deep conversation that pierces 

the soul. 
 

Whatever the circumstance, which can be as unique as one person is to another, one thing 

is common: a thin place is a location or moment in which our sense of the Sacred is more 

pronounced, where the space between the transcendent and the commonplace is 

exceptionally narrow.   
 

A phrase used for millennia, the term comes from the mystical world of Celtic 

spirituality and the Celtic Christians, who were deeply connected to the natural 

world and considered every aspect of life to be infused with the presence of the 

Divine, even (or perhaps, especially) the ordinary elements of everyday life. While 

historically the ancient Celts viewed thin places as locations or moments in the 

cycle of the year where the veil between the world and the spiritual realm 

diminished and they could encounter those who had gone before them, today thin 

places are more commonly considered locations in which there is an undeniable 

connection to the Sacred. 
 

Some thin places have been well-known to seekers for centuries and have become 

popular places of pilgrimage, such as the isle of Iona in Scotland or Lourdes in 

France. Other thin places are particular to our own experience of God and serve as 

touchstones as we seek to encounter the Divine. For pilgrims in search of Sacred 

Encounter, thin places serve as direct portals to the Divine, offering particular 

moments and locations in which we can more readily dwell in the presence of God 

and cultivate the transformation we desire.  
 

Whether you are journeying to a pilgrimage destination abroad or are seeking 

sacred pauses in everyday life, you can begin to incorporate thin places into your 

spiritual practice through the following steps: 

 

1. Discern your thin place intentionally 

2. Visit your thin place regularly 

3. Guard your thin place fiercely 


