
Sermon Study Guide (November 20, 2022) 
This Week:  Consistently Generous  
Series:  Values Check-Up Series 
Passage:  Mark 12:41-44; Mark 10:17-23; Genesis 14:18-23 
 
BIG IDEA:  When we are generous, we partner with God to 
leverage the wealth he has entrusted to us for kingdom 
purposes. 
 

 
APPETIZER:  Let’s chat! 
 

Group Discussion:  Studies suggest that Evangelical Christians 
in the United States talk a lot about tithing, yet only about 10-
25% of them actually tithe (a tithe, being a 10th of your income 
going towards kingdom initiatives).  From our Canadian 
experience, the statistics are about the same.  Why do you 
think Evangelicals in North America struggle so much with this 
spiritual discipline?  Do you think members of a church should 
tithe?  Do you think pastors should tithe?  Do you think 
Deacons should tithe? 
 
 

 
MAIN COURSE: Getting into the text. 
 

 
1. Have someone read Mark 12:41-44 
2. Context:  One of the core values of Emmanuel church 

is to be “consistently generous.”  It’s the belief that we 

are not just generous when we have a surplus of 
money, but at all times, whenever there is an 
opportunity to give.  

3. Group Discussion:  What stands out to you when you 
listen to the story of the poor widow who gave the 
two coins?  What does the widow’s act of generosity 
tell us about what our attitude should be when it 
comes to giving? 

4. Have someone Read Genesis 14:18-23.  
5. Group discussion:  Abram “tithes” to a priest of the 

most high God.  Although he doesn’t explain exactly 
why he gives a 10th (and not a 5th or a 1/2), what clues 
in the passage point to the reasons behind Abram’s 
practice of tithing?  What does that tell us about the 
importance of the spiritual discipline of tithing? 

6. Have someone read Mark 10:17-23 
7. Discussion:  What is the biggest tension you see about 

the (rather religious) young man’s passions to follow 
Jesus and the (rather extreme) answer Jesus gave him 
when it came to his material possessions?  Does Jesus 
require all of us to “give all we have” materially, and if 
not, what is Jesus actually addressing with his 
challenge to the young man?  And do you think this 
story has anything to do with the universal principle: 
“We reap what we sow”? 

 
 
 



 
 
DESSERT:  How do we respond? 
 

 
Christian generosity embraces the foundational biblical 
principle that our money is not actually our money—it all 
belongs to God, and we have been called to steward HIS 
money well, for the sake of His kingdom. 
 
Activity:  Andy Stanley suggested the 4 “P’s” when it comes to 
developing a consistent generosity in our lives.  As a group, 
take some time quietly to consider these suggestions, or if 
there are couples in the group, take some time to talk these 
things through together: 
 

1. Make giving a priority.  Ask yourselves, “Is giving a 
priority in our lives?”  And if it is, ask, “What are our 
priorities in giving when it comes to the kingdom of 
God?” 

2. Figure out a percentage.  Being consistently generous 
is helped through dedicating a percentage of our 
income to give away.  A percentage helps us to know 
how generous we actually are.  Ask yourself, “Do we 
say we are more generous than we actually are?”  Also, 
take some time to figure out what a percentage of 
giving would be for your household income and see 
how that measures up to how much you actually give. 

3. Be progressive.  You can’t out give God, and the New 
Testament seems to suggest that the best way to give 
is to give all we have.  Commit to re-analyzing your 

giving habits every few months, with a goal of 
increasing your generosity. 

4. Be open to promptings.  Right now, in prayer, ask 
yourself if there is a person, situation or organization 
you should be giving financially towards.  Then commit 
to giving sacrificially in the next few days. 

 
Pray together as a group, that God would empower us with 
the joy that comes with being generous people, and that we 
would see money in a new light when it comes to kingdom 
initiatives. 
 
  
 
 


