
 

November 27 
 

The Prophets Candle 

 
Today we light the candle that stands for HOPE. 

 
This is the prophet’s candle to remind us of the hope which Old 
Testament saints had in the certain coming of the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ.  This candle commemorates the joyful anticipation which 
God’s people had of the coming Messiah.  These saints of the Old 
Testament counted on the fact that God made a covenant with His 
people that He would send a Redeemer.  In God's language “hope” 
is a certainty.  Because Jesus came to this earth we can be 
confident that what God has promised, He will do. 
 

Read Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You for being our Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince Of Peace.  As we enter 
the Christmas season, give us grace that we may not doubt.  
Instead, fill us with your hope.  As You gave certain trust to the Old 
Testament prophets, help us take confidence in Your promises.  
May we be people whose hope is in the Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 

December 4 
 

The Bethlehem Candle 

 
Today we light the candle that stands for FAITH. 

 
We light the Bethlehem candle to remember the faith with which 
Joseph and Mary responded to God's plan for them to be human 
parents of Jesus.  This candle commemorates the faith and trust 
that was evident in Mary and Joseph.  Imagine their shock at being 
chosen to parent the Saviour of the world!  Imagine the 
misunderstanding which this God-fearing couple would have faced 
as Mary's pregnancy became evident – though she was not 
married.  However, this poor Hebrew couple were more concerned 
with following God's will than the wild speculation of men.  They 
chose to put their trust in God's promise  
 

Read Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You that You are the Author of history.  
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Thank you for weaving together the lineage of Mary and Joseph, 
for choosing them as the human parents of Your Son, Jesus.  
Forgive us for not showing the kind of faith they displayed.  Cause  
our hearts to believe more deeply the incredible truth that the Word 
became flesh and dwelt among us.  May we by faith follow You - as 
You desire.  Amen 
 

 
 

December 11 
 

The Shepherd's Candle 
 

Today we light the candle that stands for JOY. 
 
We light the shepherd’s candle to remember their joy in hearing 
the news of Christ birth and in coming to worship Him.  This candle 
commemorates the jubilation of the shepherds.  What an amazing 
and awesome spectacle those shepherds witnessed.  Out of 
nowhere appeared and angelic choir proclaiming the Saviour's 
birth.  We must remember that these shepherds were the most 
common people of their day.  They smelled of sheep, were dressed 
poorly, and had no expensive gifts to bring.  Yet God chose to 
announce the birth of His only Son to them!  This shows us that no 
matter our place in society, Christ was born for us!  He came in 
humility to all people:  “Glory to God in the highest!” 
 

Read Luke 2:4-14 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You for your amazing birth and the 
announcement to the Shepherds.  Help us, like those Shepherds of 
old, to be amazed and in awe.  Forgive us for not marveling more 
at such a gift.  Help us to ponder this great joyful message in our 
hearts.  Give us the courage to spread the incredible news of 
Christ’s incarnation.  Amen 
 
 
 

December 18 
 

The Angel's Candle 

 

Today we light the candle that stands for PEACE. 
 
We light the angel’s candle to remember the peace that is ours 
through the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ to be our Savior.  This 
candle commemorates the peace which the angels 

 
3 

 
announced.  Sadly, many people are pursuing a very wrong 
conception of “peace on earth”.  The peace that God offers is not 
merely the absence of conflict.  Rather, He offers peace between 
Himself and mankind – the renewal of a relationship that was 
broken by sin.  Peace with God is the ultimate Christmas gift.  This 
season calls us back to the purpose for the birth of Christ.  He 
became peace by restoring us to relationship with God by His death 
on the cross.   
 

Read Galatians 4:4-7, Romans 5:1-2 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, we thank You for the promise of peace on earth.  We 
confess our rebellion against your absolute sovereign lordship.  We 
acknowledge we do not always represent your peace to others.  
Give us a new understanding of what it means to have peace with 
God.  We praise You that Jesus was willing to live on this earth, 
and die on the cross that we might be reconciled to You.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 

December 24 
 

The Christ Candle 
 

Tonight we light the candle that stands for LOVE. 
 
We light the Christ candle to remember the infinite love which 
Jesus showed by taking on human flesh to become our Saviour.  
This candle commemorates the love of the Lord Jesus for every 
individual.  He gave up the glory of heaven to become a man that 
He might reveal God's divine nature to us.  Just think of it!  The 
Creator of the universe took on the form of His creation so that He 
could identify with our need.  And yet, He lived a sinless life, so that 
He, in His great love, could be our sinless substitute on Calvary.  
What wonderful love He has for us! 
 

Read Philippians 2:5-11 
 

Prayer 
 
Lord Jesus, thank You for visiting us with salvation.  We honor You 
for giving yourself to us a humble Servant and a faithful Shepherd.  
We thank you for Your incarnation – your complete identification 
with our need.  Look upon our joy today as we celebrate Your birth.  
May the delight we have today be centered upon You, whose Name 
is above every name.  We praise You.  We love You.  Amen. 
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December 25 

 
Celebrate the Child 

 
Today we light the candle that stands for LOVE. 

 

Christmas Day is set aside to recognize the birth of Jesus Christ, to 
celebrate the Child!  Take some time with your family on this special 
day to celebrate Emmanuel – “God with us”.  The promise of 
Christmas is the assurance of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who gives 
us forgiveness, peace, joy, and so much more! 
 
Read Galatians 4:4-7  -  Contemplate God’s gift of Jesus given for 
the deepest need of mankind – to be forgiven and live free from 
guilt in restored relationship with a holy God.  In this small excerpt 
from Paul’s letter to the church at Galatia, we discover three 
important statements about the perfection of God’s plan. 
 

The perfect time  -  God’s gift of the Lord Jesus was at the perfect 
time.  God’s plan to deal with our deepest need did not begin in the 
stable, even though that is where Messiah was born.  Jesus came 
at a pivot point in history politically, culturally, and spiritually.  What 
an incredible paradox!  The humility, filth, and stench of His 
birthplace is in amazing contrast to the perfection of its timing. 
 
The perfect gift  -  Because Jesus was born of a woman, He gained 
understanding of the human condition.  We read of his human 
development (Luke 2:52).  Because Jesus was born under law, He 
demonstrated God’s righteous standard (Matthew 5:17-20).  We 
celebrate the Child because He alone is uniquely qualified to be the 
sacrifice for our sins. 
 
The perfect result  -  We celebrate the Child who makes it possible 
for us to be daughters and sons of God.  We are not just “former 
enemies”.  God’s Law reveals our bondage to sin.  But God’s gift of 
Jesus redeems us from that bondage and brings us into 
relationship.  We can even say “Abba” or “Daddy” in Aramaic.   
 
Read Luke 1:46-55  -  Reflect on Mary’s worship hymn, celebrate 
the Child, worship our generous heavenly Father. 
 

That Christmas Day, if you were God 

And that were your Son on that stable sod, 

Wrapped for death with its sin-cursed sting, 

Would you have made the angels sing? 

Would you have sent a lovely star 

To guide the Wisemen from afar 

While weaklings did what haters bid 

Our loving heavenly Father did? 
- Paul Rader 
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January 1 

 
Worship the King 

 
Light all the candles to remember each Advent theme. 

 
The account of Christ’s Advent is not some cleverly crafted fable 
(see II Peter 1:16).  The apostles could testify to the certainty of the 
Gospel story.  Another unique group testified to the fact that Jesus, 
the King of Kings, was born as a humble baby.  As a result, this 
established the credibility of the prophets’ prediction of Christ’s 
coming to this earth! 
 
Read Matthew 2:1-12  -  Magi were well-educated, priestly elite in 
the Parthian empire.  Through their astrological studies they were 
led to Judea.  They arrived at a house when Jesus was near age 
two.  We do not know how many came but at least three gifts were 
presented in order to honor Jesus’ great worth. The Magi worshiped 
Jesus for His amazing attributes, as revealed in the significance of 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
Gold stands for royalty  -  The most malleable of all precious 
metals, gold is often worn as beautiful jewelry.  It is also beaten and 
eaten (1/10,000 mm)!  How much was brought to Jesus, or in what 
form, we do not know.  What we do know is that gold points to Jesus 
as our King. 
 
Frankincense stands for intercession  -  This material comes 
from the resin of the Boswellia the gum is collected in summer by 
peeling bark and making a deep cut.  When warmed it produces a 
sweet, pleasant odor.  It was part of the Old Testament Tabernacle 
worship and points to Jesus as our High Priest.   
 
Myrrh stands for sacrifice  -  This gift is a gum which comes from 
trees in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Arabia.  At first the sap is oily, but 
eventually it solidifies.  Also called “commiphora” it is widely used 
in medicines and was part of the embalming process in the First 
Century.  Myrrh was offered to Jesus on the cross and points to 
Jesus as our Sacrifice/Savior. 
 
Read Psalm 24:1-10  -  Reflect on this worship hymn which 
celebrates God has our powerful, sovereign King of Kings. 
 

I cannot bring gifts rich and rare 

As wise men did of old 

Gems from the Orient, costly, fair 

Myrrh, frankincense and gold 

But I can give Him all I own, 

A sinner’s heart to be His throne. 
-  Agnes King 
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Advent 2022 
 
 

Love.  Joy.  Peace.  Faith.  Hope.  These are the realities that are 
promised to us in the Incarnation of Jesus Christ.  Tragically, the 
promise of modern Christmas festivities is all too often pressure, 
stress, or anxiety.  There was once a family that was experiencing 
a very stressful Christmas.  Overwhelmed and confused, the young 
daughter knelt to say the Lord’s Prayer before bed.  Muddled, she 
prayed, “forgive us our Christmases as we forgive those who 
Christmas against us.”  We smile because we know how 
challenging it can be to keep Christmas manageable and 
meaningful.   
 
As we enter Advent, you are invited to prepare your heart, not just 
your home.  You are urged to make this a season of spiritual 
reflection and worship.  In the following weeks, you will have an 
opportunity to reorient your soul to the true Promise of Christmas.  
On Sunday, December 25 and January 1 we will not be having a 
worship service.  Instead, we are inviting you to use the readings 
for a time of worship with your family and friends on those days. 

 
 

As we gather, let us come together as one body, expressing 

our longing for Jesus Christ. Let us turn our hearts toward 

the coming Messiah, the one whom we have long awaited.  

Let us find ourselves in the midst of an active longing, 

saying “Come and Transform us Lord Jesus”.  We eagerly 

await His arrival, as all Israel did long before us.  Let us 

come together, expectant of His transformational 

coming.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

           

            


