
THE

 VISITOR  
Our Mission: “Serving God by sharing, teaching and connecting people to God with Jesus in our hearts.” 

December 2022 

  

 
New Hope Lutheran church of the ELCA 

Worship sites at Blanchardville and Hollandale             

Blue Christmas Service Scheduled 
When: December 22nd, 7:00 p.m. 

Where: New Hope Lutheran Hollandale Site 
& online at our Facebook page via livestream 
What: This is a worship service to acknowl-

edge that beneath all the bright lights and 
Christmas cheer there is loneliness, sadness, 

grief and loss. We recognize and acknowl-
edge the dark times in our lives whenever 

they might be, but especially amidst the 
cheer of Christmas.  On this, the shortest day 

or near the shortest day, in the gloom of the 
night, we lift our hearts in prayer and song 

beseeching God for help.  We lift up our loss, 
our anguish, our hopelessness to God as an 

offering.  As the service comes to a close, we 
lift up the hope of light, the hope of life, the 
hope of Emmanuel.  We exit the darkness of 

the tomb into the light of Easter and of 
Christmas morn.  This is where we celebrate 

the gift of life that God has given us.   

 When: Sunday, December 25, 2022   

 Time: 9am—Doors open for fun and activities 
12 pm—Begin serving meal 

 Where: Viking Café, Blanchardville, WI    

No one should be alone for the holidays.  The holi-

days should be about family, friends and fellow-

ship.  If you're going to be alone or the economy has 

made it difficult for you to gather with others, then 

come celebrate with our family! 

-Curbside or delivery available upon request- 

Please feel free to call and set up delivery or curbside. 

No need to make reservations. Call Jerry Bredeson at 

608-574-8813 or Marcia Bredeson at 608-574-5224.  

Donations are appreciated but not required!  

 

13th Annual Dinner 

DEC 18th—Please plan to join us!  

We have LOTS happening this day at 
our Blanchardville Site,              

starting at 10:00 AM  

* Sunday School Christmas Program 

* Congregational & Ladies Meetings         

immediately following the program. 

Congregational Meeting Agenda:  

Vote on 2023 Budget;  

Election of council members  

Elect Synod Assembly Delegates 
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Merry Christmas Everyone, 
 I am writing to you from the kitchen table of our family cabin in the North-
woods of Wisconsin.  As I gaze out the window onto a peaceful scene of new 
fallen snow, snow frocked pines, and the river flowing gently under our bridge.  
It is a Christmas scene.  This was not the scene of that first Christmas, it was 
not a quiet night.  A town bursting at the seams with family returned home for 
the census.  A crowded house causing the few animals to move around and 
voice their displeasure at the interruption, hushed conversation as the women 
gathered around the one who was about to give birth.  The screaming, the in-
structions, the heavy breathing, the attempts of soothing sounds and finally the 
screaming of a new born boy.  No, it was not a silent night but it was a night to 
celebrate. 
 Celebrate a miracle, the gift of new life, the gift of the mother’s life, the gift 
of a child named Jesus, the gift of God’s grace to all the world. A gift that we 
won’t see the fruition of until the women find an empty tomb on that first 
Easter.  Christmas and Easter are forever connected through the gift of God’s 
grace, the gift of new life. New life for Jesus on Christmas and new life for the 
rest of us on Easter.  This is what I think of when I contemplate Christmas, 
God’s gift of love given to us, not earned, not rewarded, just given. 
 As I ponder the meaning of Christmas and I ask the question, what does this 
really have to do with me?  I think about the gift of grace.  I think about the 
funerals that I’ve had the privilege of presiding at since I’ve been here and how 
precious and comforting the message of God’s grace is to the families of the 
deceased.  I also think about confirmation and when I try to get the kids to 
think about God and I ask them, “What does it mean to you when you say I 
believe in God the Father, creator of heaven and earth?”  Because it is in the 
answer to that question that the wonder and the beauty of the Christmas lies.  
For me, God who created all that we know and don’t know is awesome.  When 
I think of the vastness of the universe, the complexity of how things work, the 
beauty of the stars I go, wow!!  When I look around and see the beauty and 
awesome power of nature, the intricate ways in which the world works from 
the known laws of physics to the unknown and yet to be discovered laws I go, 
wow!!  It’s this same God, the one who has created everything and has all 
these other more beautiful, more majestic, more inspiring things to choose 
from, looks at me and says, “I love you!” and I look around and say, “Who? 
Me?” and God says, “Yes, you.”   
 That is the beauty of God’s grace.  That is why the message of Christmas is 
so comforting to us because Jesus, Emmanuel, comes to us. A gift for you and 
for me.  The gift of God’s grace that says to us, “I love you as you are covered 
in the dirt and grime of your lives and I want you near me always.”  We know 
that we aren’t worthy of this love, this gift of grace, that there is nothing we did 
to deserve this love of God but it is still given to us, freely and all we have to do 
is receive it.  To that I say, “Wow!!” 
May the peace of the season reside in your hearts,    
Pastor Chris 

Thoughts from Pastor Chris... 

Christmas Piano 
Concert 

 

Sunday, December 
11th, 2022 

 1:30 pm @  
New Hope Lutheran   

-Blanchardville Site- 

 
Come enjoy some  
Christmas music  

played by Becky Johnson      

 

Refreshments served   

following the concert 

Don’t forget…Don’t forget…Don’t forget…Don’t forget…    
beginning January 1st,  
8:30 a.m. Worship will be 
at the Blanchardville Site 
& 10:30 a.m. Worship will 
be at the Hollandale Site 

 
We’ll do Lessons & Carols’ 

on this day, with no      
communion.   

“Always remember the REASON for the SEASON”“Always remember the REASON for the SEASON”“Always remember the REASON for the SEASON”“Always remember the REASON for the SEASON”    
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 High School News 
Exciting News!!! A Mission Trip has 
been booked.  We will be traveling to 
the Blue Ridge Mountains of North 
Carolina.  We will join other groups 
from around the United States to help 
the people of this area.   
 
When:  June 17-24th. Time on site is 
June 18-23. 
Who: 2 Adults and 6 students in 
grades entering 9th – graduating 12th 
Cost:  $399/person; total for trip 
$3442 + travel expense.   
We have some fundraising to do.   
Contact Pastor Chris if you wish to 

attend.  608-341-5032 or 

newhope.pastor@tds.net 

New Member Class 

You Are Invited!!!  
 

What does this mean?  If you are new to our 
community and if you have belonged for a 
lifetime and would like to know what hap-
pens at New Hope, what is expected of me 
as a member, and how can I join this awe-

some and exciting congregation then       
this  

class is for you.   
 

We will talk about all these things and ex-
plore your hopes and dreams for New 

Hope.  We will discuss just what being Lu-
theran means.  We will celebrate you. If 

you are thinking about or have ever thought 
about joining New Hope come to our meet-
ing/class on December 11th, 11:30,   at our 

First Communion Class 

Inviting all 5th graders and others who are ready to 
learn about the great Thanksgiving Feast we call 
communion!! 
 
If you are in 5th grade (or above) and haven’t had a 
class on communion or if you are younger and are 
ready to learn about and receive communion this 
class is for you. We will learn about how this first  
began, we will bake bread, and we will decorate your 
own chalice for celebrating your First Communion. 
Come on January 7th to our Blanchardville location 

from 3-5 pm.  Celebrate on Sunday January 8th. 

Confirmation Classes continue for our  youth in 7th 
& 8th grade. Classes started on Sept 7th.  We fol-

low the early release schedule of Pecatonica School 
District with class times being from 2:30 – 3:30. 

The Fall term is will end with the last class of 2022 
being on Wed 12/14.  The Spring Term will start on 

Jan. 11th and continue until May 3.    
 

Special thank you to Kaye Gilbertson for helping 
Pastor Chris with Confirmation class. Having       

another adult in the room is very helpful.   

CONFIRMATION CORNER! CONFIRMATION CORNER! CONFIRMATION CORNER! CONFIRMATION CORNER!     

Sunday School Update Sunday School Update Sunday School Update Sunday School Update     
Sunday School has started meeting at 

the Hollandale Site on Sunday morn-

ings at  9:30 a.m.  We are currently 

in preparation for the Christmas Pro-

gram which is scheduled for Sunday, 

December 18th at 10:00 a.m. at our 

Blanchardville Site.   

 
* Parents, please mark your calendars.  

We will do a dress rehearsal at the 

Blanchardville Site from 5:00 pm until 

7:00 pm. on Saturday, December  17th.  

We will feed your kiddos after            

rehearsal, so enjoy a few  hours       

(kid-free) to do whatever you’d like. *   

Can you make some goodies for 

the church bake sale on Sat. De-
cember 10th?  Baked goods can 

be delivered to the Woodford 
State Bank at 8:30 a.m.  

on 12/10 or the day before at 
either church and we will deliver  

them for you! 
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October Revenue $13,916.29 
October Expense $15,007.44 
October Expense over Revenue $1,091.15 
 
YTD Revenue $167,826.15 
YTD Expense $153,037.17 
YTD Revenue over Expense $14,788.98 
 
YTD Restricted Contributions $27,656.13 

REVENUE/EXPENSES October Attendance Totals 

WHAT MATTERS - Stay Connected To Synod Happenings, News, & Events!  Grow in your faith and leadership!  Stay con-
nected to exciting events and stories of our faith in action in our synod!  To sign up for synod news, please email Assistant to the 

Bishop for Synodical Life, Deacon Vicki Hanrahan at vickih@scsw-elca.org to be added to “What Matters.”   
 

Did you know….New Hope Lutheran  
pays for a subscription to  

“Living Lutheran” for each of our members 
(household) to receive each month!?   If you do not 
currently receive this magazine and would like to, 
please contact the office.  f you currently receive 

this magazine, but would prefer to receive this sub-
scription electronically, please contact the office.  

Enjoy a nutritious home delivered meal 

from a heart healthy menu from a licensed 
dietitian. Hot delivered meals are available in 
Blanchardville and Hollandale area through 
the local meals on wheels, S.U.N. program. 
Choose from everyday delivery or choose 
from your favorite.  Some restrictions, call         
The Viking cafe 523-4327 for more details. 

PECATONICA AREA FOOD PANTRY 

Open 1st & 3rd Saturdays each month 

 from 10:00-11:00 a.m. & 2nd Wed. of 
each month from 5:30—7:00 pm  
@ New Hope-Blanchardville Site 

 
Once monthly toiletries and $40 worth of  vouchers 

to be used locally are distributed.  
 

 Please contact a committee member if you are in 
need of delivery or have questions:  

 
Food Pantry Committee:  

Tiffany Bethke 608-212-9028  
Jean Christen -- 608-967-2349 

Bev Lien -- 608-215-3956  
 Alice Yaeger -- 608-523-4960 

Newsletter Deadline  

If you’d like to submit an  
article/announcement for the monthly newsletter 

“Visitor” it is due by  
Mon, Dec. 19th 

December Newsletter assembly:  
Tues. Dec. 27th by  

Blanchardville Area Volunteer Team 

Sunday 10/02/22 47 

Sunday 10/09/22 33 

Sunday 10/16/22 53 

Sunday 10/23/22 53 

Sunday 10/30/22 51 

TOTAL:  237 

AVERAGE:  47 

OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN AND/OR HELP TO 

MAKE LEFSE! 

Lefse will be made in December at our 

Blanchardville Site and we would LOVE 
some help!  Whether you’ve done this be-

fore or have always wanted to learn...WE 
WANT YOU to come! 

 
December 8th– 8:30 a.m.  

Peeling of potatoes 

December  9th—8:30 a.m.  
Making Lefse  

 
If you can help please contact the office at 

newhopeoffice@tds.net 608-523-4239  
or Judy Watrud at 608-523-4795 

 
Pick-up for pre-orders will be from 3-5 pm on 12/9 at New 
Hope Lutheran-Blanchardville Site and on 12/10 beginning 

at 9 am at Woodford State Bank in Blanchardville.   
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December 4th, 2022 

Reader: (H) Kaye Gilbertson                     (B) Luke Leonard 
Greeters/Ushers: (H) Jay Massey           (B) Chuck Meyer & David Gerber, Bo & Luke Leonard 
Communion:  (H) Bryan Lisser                  (B) Nancy Meyer 
Acolyte: (H)  Alex Domine          (B) Matthew Jayne 
 

December 11th, 2022  
Reader: (H) Avery Hughes                         (B) Becky Johnson 
Greeters/Ushers: (H) Bryan Lisser            (B) Dan Hittesdorf 
Communion:  (H) Kaye Gilbertson              (B) Nancy Meyer 
Acoylte: (H) Alex Domine        (B) Brock Erickson 
 
December 18th, 2022 -  Sunday School Program @ 10:00 A.M. at Blanchardville Site 

Greeters/Ushers:  Chuck Meyer & David Gerber  Acolyte:   Michael Henderson        
                                         
December 24th, 2022  

Reader: (H) Bev Lien                                 (B) Jenna Kurschner 
Greeters/Ushers: (H) Bryan Lisser            (B) Chuck Meyer & David Gerber 
Communion:  (H) Gary Whitford-Holey       (B) Nancy Meyer 
Acoylte: (H) Audrey Hughes          (B) Jenna Kurschner 
 
December 25th,  2022  -  Merry Christmas to you all.  May the light of Christ fill your heart and 

mind as you celebrate his birth. Merry Christmas! Christmas is the perfect opportunity to thank God 
for the love that manifests in our lives; love that takes the form of family/friends such as you. May 

you have a blessed Christmas!  

Worship Assistants  If you would like to assist with any of these tasks...please let the church  office  

know and we’ll get you in touch with one of the deacons 

December Altar Committee: (H) Jean & Wayne Christen (B) Judy Watrud 

ess 

in if 

We remember our members & friends recovering from surgery, 
those with ongoing health concerns, those who mourn loved ones, 

and the homebound,   especially, Jeff Kurschner, Mary Baal, Vladimir 
& family, Neil Montgomery (son-in-law of Sandy Schober), Marian 
Swenson, Jenne O’Connor, Spencer Olson, Karen Beecher, Linda 

Hanson, Kay Lageson, Vicki Hughes, Ryan Kurschner, Roger         
Kittleson, Paul Sardeson, Donna Arneson, Lyle & Audrey Klosterman, 
John & Mary Carr,  Doris Hermanson, & Richard & Peggy Gilbertson.   

 

If you or someone you know would like to be  

added to our prayer list, please contact the church office.   

Worship with us in December!  
8:30 AM at our Hollandale Site & 10:30 AM at our Blanchardville Site- 

* We will have ONE service on Sun. December 18th, 2022 * 

Do you need a ride to church for the Christmas Program & Congregational 

meeting? If so, please contact the church office by Mon 12/10, so we can 
make arrangements as we’d love to see everyone in church!  

Phone: 608-523-4239 or newhopeoffice@tds.net  
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On Sunday, November 13th a 
group of Women met together for 

a potluck lunch at the Hollandale Site of New Hope Lutheran.  Marcie Domine, Amanda Anderson,  
Chelsea Burkeland and Tiffany Bethke volunteered to spearhead the Womens' group here at church.  
In late September, the Women of New Hope Lutheran held a meeting at the Blanchardville Site, and 
that evening we had brainstormed some ideas of different committees that we would like to see or 

that we currently have within the group.  The three main areas were; Ministry, Fellowship & Out-

reach  
 

We discussed that we would place sign-up sheets at each church location and if you'd like to be on a 

committee to brainstorm and/or plan events and details within these committees, please sign-up.  The 
thought is that each of these committees/groups can then sort of organize themselves and communi-
cate what is being done/where help is needed, etc.    We’ll leave the sign-ups up for a few weeks.   
 

Lastly, any and all ideas are welcome.  All women will always be welcome to help out and join in on 
any fun, at all times.  If you have suggestions or ideas that you'd like to see the Women's group do, 
please let us know.   If you have any information that you'd like communicated to the Women of the 

church, please let the church secretary know, so she can communicate the information.  The Women's 
Group is open to any and all ladies of the church and we look forward to hopefully planning some fun 
events and continuing to do great mission work.   
 

We will have a very brief meeting on Sun. Dec 18th, following our Congregational meeting.  We hope 
you will join us!   Thank you!  Submitted by Tiffany on behalf of the Women’s Group Committee 

If you’d rather not do the shopping, we have folks 
that would be happy to do the shopping for you!   
Contact the office today and we’ll help you out. 
Items can be brought to either church site  

or shipping directly to the  
church!  

SANTA IN NEED OF DONATED GIFTS 

Santa is needing gifts for the secret Santa shop which 
will be held on Saturday, December 10th. Needed 
items include men’s, women's and children’s gifts, 

small gift bags and tissue paper 

Attention Women of New Hope Lutheran!  Attention Women of New Hope Lutheran!  Attention Women of New Hope Lutheran!  Attention Women of New Hope Lutheran!      

This column is called Engaging Generosity but what is generosity?  Generosity is not about a one time thing it is a 
way of life.  It is a way of thinking, of looking at the world through eyes of gratitude.  The world tells us that what 

we have is not enough, we always need more, and we need to protect what we have.  Once we reach the point of 
what I have is enough, only then are we willing to share or give to others.  Generosity comes from looking at what 

we have whether that is a lot or a little and asking the question, how can I use what I have, to benefit my 
neighbor?  Have you ever noticed how the poorest of the poor are willing to share what little they have even if it 

means they will have to do without?     
 

Jesus says, “I have come to give you abundant life.” Abundant life begins with knowing that we are loved by God.  

You are loved by God.  Knowing that we have God’s love and that there is nothing we can do to change this, frees 
us to share that love with the world, with the people around us.  Sharing God’s love comes in many shapes and 

sizes. One of those shapes and sizes is through your offering to God given in worship at New Hope.  It is an offer-
ing, it is not a due or a fee, it is a giving of ourselves, our time, and our money to God in thanks for all that God has 
given us, mainly for the love that God gives us.  We do this during our worship, during our time of coming together 
to give thanks and praise to God for the life giving gift of Jesus.  That is what worship is, it is a time of thanks and 

praise as we gather around the meal of thanksgiving.  As we gather around the table for this meal, we bring our 
offering to God.  Jesus takes our offering, gives thanks, and uses it to feed the world, to spread the message of 

God’s love for all the world.   Thank you for the gifts that you bring to New Hope.    -   Pastor Chris 

ENGAGING GENEROSITY  “We make a living by what we get, we make a life by what we give.” Winston Churchill 
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If we missed your birthday, 

or anniversary, or you find 

incorrect information, 

please contact the church 

office so we can make    

corrections/additions.   

Donna Arneson December 1 

Piper Garthwaite December 1 

Norah Bethke December 1 

Edith Ruby December 1 

Micah Watrud December 3 

Dawn Doran December 4 

Inga Terrill December 4 

Marsha Crooks December 6 

Morrion Berg December 8 

Jerry Doescher December 8 

Rodney Kurschner December 8 

Macy Emberson December 9 

Milton Kurschner December 10 

Ross Linder December 12 

Bayne Chandler December 12 

Amy Goninen December 13 

Julie Saether December 14 

Kelsey Griffiths December 16 

Arwen Valcheff December 16 

Gracie Gordon December 16 

Paul Kittleson December 19 

Coy Ruegsegger December 20 

Noah Olson December 21 

William Wyse December 22 

Cayden Mieden December 22 

Robert Kapke December 23 

Darren Kittleson December 23 

Shirley Eidsmoe December 25 

Mary Kolb December 26 

Kamdyn Kolb December 28 

Bryson Burkeland December 28 

Tracy Zweifel December 29 

Michele Kittleson December 30 

Morrion & Valborg Berg 12/28/1952 

Wayne & Jean Christen 12/29/1962 

Ginny & Earl McNeill 12/26/1981 

Dawn & Stacey Schmitz 12/28/1985 

Kathy & John Kolden-Doyle 12/27/1997 

Brady & Jennifer O'Connor 12/13/2014 

Tracy & Joshua Zweifel 12/07/2018 

Amanda & Mark Anderson 12/25/2020 

NEW HOPE LUTHERAN DEC. LEFSE PRE-ORDERS DEADLINE APPROACHING QUICKLY!   

DEADLINE TO ORDER: DEC 4TH      COST: $8 FOR 3 ROUNDS  
 

HOW TO ORDER: 

- CONTACT THE OFFICE AT 608-523-4239  
OR EMAIL NEWHOPEOFFICE@TDS.NET 

- ORDER ONLINE AT NEWHOPELUTHERAN.INFO OR THIS LINK:  HTTPS://FORMS.GLE/
GY337NHGSJ1L2NZI9 

- CONTACT JUDY WATRUD @ 608-523-4795  
OR EMAIL REWJAW@TDS.NET 

 
PICK-UP WILL BE ON FRI. DEC 9TH 3-5 PM @ NEW HOPE LUTHERAN BLANCHARDVILLE SITE  

OR  SAT.DEC 10TH AT 9:00 A.M. @ WOODFORD STATE BANK; BLANCHARDVILLE BRANCH  
 

WE WILL ALSO HAVE A BAKE SALE ON THIS DAY. IF YOU’D LIKE TO BAKE ITEMS FOR THE SAME, PLEASE DROP THEM AT THE BANK 

BY 8:30 A.M. OR AT THE CHURCH THE DAY BEFORE. IF YOU CAN HELP WITH THE SALE,  



 

New Hope Lutheran Council Meeting Date: November 21, 2022 Location: Blanchardville Site 
Minutes taken by: Tiffany Bethke, Council Secretary 

Attendees: Pastor Chris, Ron & Ellen Syse, Becky Johnson, Dawn Doran, Rodney & Jayne 
Kurschner, Dan Hittesdorf, Kelsey Chrostowski, Tiffany Bethke and Jessica Kurschner. 
Our Vision: We invite ALL people to join our community of Christ as we grow in faith, serve and 

Worship God.  Our Mission: Serving God by sharing, teaching and connecting people to God with Jesus in our hearts. 

The minutes are a draft version until approved at the next scheduled Council meeting. 
Devotion & Prayer was led by Pastor Chris. October meeting minutes were reviewed. A motion was 

made by Jayne Kurschner to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Dan Hittesdorf. Motion 
carried. Board/committee reports (Trustee & Deacons) were reviewed. The Treasurer's report was re-
viewed. Becky Johnson reported that we are just a bit under 13K behind budget, which isn’t totally out 
of the normal for this time of year. Correspondence: Thank you/Holiday Card from Blanchardville Hollan-

dale Area Fund. Transfers/New Members: none Visitors: none 
Old Business: 
● COVID update - nothing new to report. 
● Technology team update 

 o The team met last week, a meeting was scheduled with Applied Micro on November 28th to talk  
 about what they can help with in regards to support with computers, recommendations, etc. 
 o Dawn requested that Tiffany find the communication form that was created by the Communication 

 form on the google drive in the past and share that with the Council. 
● Barn Service update 
 o There will not be a Barn Service this year as we did not have anyone volunteer to help plan this 
 event this year. Next year, we’ll put a request out in August to start the planning earlier. 

● Ron Syse made a motion to donate $50 ($25 to Hollandale Grocery, $25 to Kundert’s Grocery Store) 
to the Shop with a Cop program. Dan Hittesdorf seconded the motion. Motion carried. Tiffany will find 
out when this is due and let Becky know. 

New Business: 
● Review 2023 Budget- Becky Johnson reviewed the 2023 Budget. Ron Syse made a motion to approve 
sending the 2023 Budget to the Congregation for final approval. Ellen Syse seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 

● Congregational Meeting date & Agenda – The meeting will be on Dec.18th following the 10:00 a.m. 

program. Agenda will be: Vote on 2023 Budget; Election of council members; elect delegates to Synod 

Assembly 

● Staff Christmas bonuses were discussed. Jayne Kurschner made a motion to approve the staff Christ-

mas bonuses. Jessica Kurschner seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

● December lefse sales were discussed with regard to where the 10% of proceeds should be designated. 

Ron Syse made a motion to donate $200 toward the local giving trees ($100 for tags at Farmers Sav-

ings Bank & $100 for tags at Woodford State Bank. Rodney Kurschner seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. 

Informational: 
● Items for weekly bulletins need to 

be to the office by Tuesdays 

● Visitor articles are due by Mon. 

12/19/2022 

 

Dan Hittesdorf made a motion 

to adjorn the meeting. The mo-

tion was seconded by Kelsey 

Chrostowski. Motion carried.   

Next meeting: January 16th @ 

7:00 pm in Hollandale 

The meeting closed with the 

reading of the Lord’s Prayer. 

November Council Meeting Minutes -  

Dates to remember (Subject to change): 
● November 26th – Advent preparation @ Blanchardville site @ 9:00 am 
● November 27th – Advent begins 
● December 4th – Lefse pre-orders due 
● December 8th, 9th, Lefse making 
● December 10th – Lefse & Bake sale @ Woodford State Bank @ 9:00 am 

● December 10th – Secret Santa Shop @ Elementary School - Hollandale 
● December 11th- New Member Class 11:30 a.m. at Blanchardville Site 
● December 18th – Once Service @ Blanchardville @ 10:00 am; Sunday School 
Christmas program followed Congregational Meeting & Womens Meeting 
● December 16th Visitor articles due to church office 
December 22nd- Blue Christmas @ 7:00 pm at Hollandale Site and on  
Facebook—New Hope Lutheran page 
● December 24th –Service at 8:00 pm at Hdale & 10:00 pm @ Bville 
● December 25th – No worship this day. 
● January 1st- Worship times change -8:30 a.m. @Bville 10:30 a.m.@Hdale 
-  No Communion this day 
● January 9th – 15th – Pastor on Vacation 

Council meets monthly (currently on the 3rd Monday of each month at 7 pm) to discuss old and new business of the 
church.  Council shall have general oversight of the life and activities of this congregation.  If you are interested in being 

part of this team, please talk with a member of Council or Pastor Chris for more information.  
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A note from Marlys who has been leading us 

in this mission project we are involved with.  

 
"I just wanted to let you know I brought in 10 more 

plarn mats to The Beacon House this week. They were 

so appreciative of getting them!” —Marlys 

 
Bags can be dropped off at either church site!  

Keep posted on future “Mission Monday” dates in 

the future where these bags are weaved together 
to make a homeless mat!  

LOCAL GIVING TREE & BOOK FAIR DONATIONS 

For several years now, the local banks, in Blanchardville & 

Hollandale have provided trees in their institutions which 
have tags from less fortunate young people with requests for 

Christmas. Please consider grabbing a tag to provide a gift 
for someone less fortunate! In addition, there are envelopes 

at each site for monetary donations to be given, which will be 
used for children shopping for books at the school book fair!  

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
As Christmas approaches, you may be looking for a way to 
help to act on your faith and give gifts that truly reflect the 

spirit of Christ. Gifts of livestock and seeds allows poor fami-
lies to care for themselves and their children. Visit 

www.heifer.org/faith to find their catalog of gifts. 

 
ELCA GOOD GIFTS— These gifts do a lot of good. 

Wondering how to make a positive impact in the world right 
now? With ELCA Good Gifts, you can choose from 50 charita-

ble gifts to give in honor of friends and loved ones. Each one 

of these gifts makes a real impact in the world, sharing the 
love of Christ — one goat, water well or school uniform at a 

time. goodgifts@elca.org 

Upland Hills Health is looking for items for  
Christmas for their residents:  

Priscilla U'ren 
Crest Ridge Assisted Living 
219 E Grace St 
Dodgeville WI 53533 
 
John Larson 
Upland Hills Nursing/Rehab 
800 Compassion Way RM13 
Dodgeville WI 53533  
 
Margaret Disrud 
3007 CTY BB 
Dodgeville WI 53533 
 
New Glarus Home 
 600 2nd St, New Glarus 
 Gordy Larson (306) 
 Marilyn Torkelson (Apt 5109 
 Kay Lageson   

 
Pleasant View Nursing Home 
PO Box 768 
Monroe  WI 53566 
 Doris Hermanson 
 
Dan Bernet 
2018 Edgeview Dr.  
Monroe, WI 53566 
 
Mary Gilbertson 
N845 Five Corner Road 
Monroe, WI 53566 
    
Lyle & Audrey Klosterman 
N7931 Cty Rd. J 
New Glarus WI 53574 
 
Roger Gilbertson 
17641 CTY F 
Darlington, WI 53530 
 

Blanchardville  53516 

Richard & Peggy Gilbertson 
PO Box 102 
 
Barbara Lien 
303 Maple St  #721  (Rt 2) 
 
Paul Sardeson 
303 Maple St Apt 703 
 
Ruth Vamstad 
708 Prospect St. (Rt. 1) 
 
Rollie Trumble 
203 Center Street PO 236 
 
Margaret Barnes 
N7766 Gould Hill Rd (1) 
 
Morrion & Volly Berg 
207 N.Main St (Rt.2) 
 
Spencer Olson 
411 Curve Street 
 

Hollandale 53544 

John & Mary Carr 
PO Box 57 
 
Erna Chrostowski 
702 State St 
 
Thomas Plantikow  
603 Waldwick St 
 
Marie Gilbertson 
2237 CTY K 
Barneveld, WI 53507 
 
Mt Horeb: 

Roger Kittleson 
387 CTH H 
Mt Horeb, WI 53572 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND, 

SHUT-IN, OR NURSING HOME 

FOLKS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 

 

 

If you’ve noticed  

someone missing from 

this list, please contact 

the office so we can get 

them added.   

Thank you!    

• Large print word search books 

• Stamps 

• Deodorant men/women 

• Perfume/aftershave 

• Bar Soap 

Items can be dropped at either church prior to 12/14, or taken 

to Upland Hills directly. Please do not wrap items.  

• Body Lotion  

• Shampoo & Body 
Wash 

• Hair Picks 

• Toothpaste 
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New Hope Lutheran Church Deacons Meeting 

November 10, 2022 

Present – Pastor Chris, Ellen Syse,                
Jayne Kurschner, Gary Whitford-Holey.  
1. Welcome.  
2. Advent Schedule  
• Pastor has chosen the hymns for the Advent 

Season. 
• Due to lack of volunteers, there will be no 

Barn service. Next year we’ll begin the    
planning in August.  

3. Lenten Schedule 
• Pastor will choose the hymns for the evening 

Lenten Services. 
• Confirmation students will read, usher, and 

acolyte at those Services.  
• Communion Assistants will be needed on Ash 

Wednesday, but not Maundy Thursday, when 
the Living Supper will be held. 

4. Special Services.  
• January 1, 2023 – Hymn Sing, 2 Services; 

hymns will be chosen from those congre-
gated, but readers will be needed.  

• December 18, 2022 – Sunday School Pro-
gram, followed by a Congregational Meeting.  

• No services on December 25, 2022.  
• The Annual Meeting is usually held in Febru-

ary, probably on February 5, 2023.  
5. Sunday Worship Service Time Change  
• Service times will change in January, and  

remain on that schedule during January,  
February, and March.  

6. Other Business 
• Gary will choose the hymns for the first 3 

months of 2023.  
• Pastor Chris noted that he likes to send peo-

ple out at the end of the Service with a hymn 
that gets people out and moving.  

• A reminder that items for the Bulletin are due 
on Tuesday.  

 
Respectfully submitted, Gary Whitford-Holey 

Trustee Meeting – Rodney Kurschner,  Dan 
Hittesdorf and Kandi Lockard  

Date: Nov. 14, 2022   
Location: Blanchardville Site 

 
Hollandale 
Check with Vendor on 11/14 to provide a final quote to 
complete the basement duct work.   
Received quote to install basement floorboard trim- 
scheduling work (met with Contractor), contractor will 
schedule work to be completed.  
Will review furnace settings with contractor.- 
--- We will NOT use the electric baseboard heating 
unless the split unit heat/ac units will not heat the nar-
thex and the weather drops below 20 degrees.  The split 
units are very efficient.  
Blanchardville 

Signs  for parking lot-working on installing EXIT Only 
and Do Not enter signs. 
Sent Quote to Trustee members to replace the carpet in 
the upstairs bathroom- will review at next Trustee meet-
ing.  
Bathroom Ceiling Tile will be replaced.  
Obtain a quote for the Fellowship Hall flooring 
Obtain a quote for the gutter replacement outside Secre-
tary office 60 feet.  
Follow-up on adding handi-cap hardware to Church 
Entrance doors. 
Determine next phase of sanctuary plaster work at next 
Trustee meeting.  
Next meeting review/update Building, appliance and 
contact information  
Parsonage 
Pastor/Contractor will determine date for driveway 
work, includes gravel/widen/route the water away from 
the garage.  
Storm door needs to be replaced- determine who can do 
this and costs.   
The basement window glass is broken and needs to be 
replaced.  
All sites (Blanchardville and Hollandale Churches) 

Snow Removal 2022/2023 – Quote Finalized with Con-
tractor.   
Roadmap/Budget -Identified new/completed 
items and updated Roadmap 
- Removed all line completed items for 2019/2020 
- 76 items to be completed for 2022, 2023 and 
2024- To date 28 have been completed with 48 re-
maining that are in-progress or slated for a specific 
timeframe/year.  

Thank you to everyone that donates to the many projects 

 and provides their talents/skills to get so many things done- 

 We are truly BLESSED! 
Next Trustee Meeting Jan 9 at 4 p.m. at the Hollandale Site 


