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First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2022, at 10 a.m. 

Worship at Zion’s Lutheran Church & via Zoom 

Welcome friends and guests: The new church year begins with a wake-up call: 
Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to 
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah 
proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there 
will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of 
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the 
word and meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 

Worship Service: In God's boundless diversity, we are made in God's image! If you 
are visiting or new to our faith family, fill out a yellow guest card and put it in the 
offering plate so we have a record of your visit. Come back and worship again.  
 

Online Worship: At home, have your candle(s) or Advent Wreath and anything else 
you have in your sacred space so that you may gather at the altar of God where you 
are. 
 

Holy Communion: The Sacrament is offered to all worshiping with us. Zoom 
congregants, have your bread/wafer and juice/wine ready. Those worshiping in 
person may come forward for the sacraments or, cross your arms across your chest 
for a blessing instead.  
 

Fellowship: Join us after worship for good fellowship, snacks, and coffee. 
 

Other Information: Large print bulletins are available from our ushers. Restrooms 
are in the Fellowship Hall adjoining the sanctuary. Our ushers can direct you. For 
pastoral care, contact Pastor Kate at 619-916-9630 or via email at: 
kateschlechter2005@gmail.com -- pastor's office hours are Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, please contact her to schedule an appointment. 
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~Gathering~ 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 

Confession & Forgiveness  
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another. Most merciful God... 
We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight 
in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen. 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in 
sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have 
been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the 
Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
Amen. 
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Procession of the Candle 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 
You call all nations to walk in your light and to seek you ways of 
justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your 
coming is near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this 
wreath.  
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Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord 
when he comes and welcome him into our hearts and homes, 
for he is our light and our salvation.  
Blessed be God forever. Amen. 

Morning Hymn 

 
Thanksgiving (next page) 
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Blessed are you, creator of the universe, from old you have led 
your people by night and day. May the light of your Christ make 
our darkness bright, for your Word and your presence are the 
light of our pathways, and you are the light and life of all 
creation. Amen. 

~Word~  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 

First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5  
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised 
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples 
shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall 
judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk 
in the light of the Lord! 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 25 (verse 1) 

 
God of grace and mercy, you are the refuge of all who seek 
you, you are the shelter of all who wait in hope for you. Set our 
feet firmly on your pathway, and guide us by the light of your 
truth, so that we might faithfully follow you all the days of our 
lives. We ask this through Jesus, the Christ. Amen. 

Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14  
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, 
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the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, 
not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

My Soul Proclaims You Greatness, Lord (verse 1) 

 
Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.  
[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
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Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 
the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 
the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the 
flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming 
of the Son of Man.  
40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be 
taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into.  
44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.” 
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon -- Vicar Lisa Rygiel 

Hymn of the Day: #266 All Earth is Hopeful (next page) 
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Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We 
believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father 
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken 
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sin. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Invitation to Prayer 
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray 
for a world that yearns for new hope. 
Prayers of Intercession  
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken 
the global church to the urgent needs of our time. Break down 
barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in 
your redemptive and healing work.  
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. 
Teach us your ways of sharing resources and caring for life. 
Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect 
endangered plants and animals.  
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into 
tools for serving the neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who 
work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of 
Jesus’ birth as well as in Eastern Europe.  
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of loving kindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. 
Fill those who hunger and bless all of those who helped this 
past week with our Community Thanksgiving Dinner. Comfort 
the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and 
hope to any who are sick or needing your care especially... 
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of community, you are present when we gather in your 
name. Guide congregations in transition or conflict including 
Zion's. Give wisdom to the church council, transition team, and 
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for 
mission.  
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks 
for the lives of the faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you 
will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing.  
God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, 
gather our prayers and join them with the prayers of all your 
children. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Let us greet one another as a sign of God's peace and love for 
each of us. Please share Christ’s Peace. 

~Meal~  
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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Offering  
An offering is gathered for missions of the church. You can give 

using check or cash (mail to 510 Pine Street), or online at: 
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/1334741 

Offertory: #688 Lord of Light, vs 1 
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Offering Prayer  
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of 
your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience 
and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of 
your Son, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty 
and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You 
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, 
through whom you will also make all things new in the day when 
he comes to judge the world in righteousness.  
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took 
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 
for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. Let us proclaim the mystery 
of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling 
among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in 
his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.  
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this 
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill 
us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.  
Come, Holy Spirit. 
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God 
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught 
us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Invitation to Communion  
Taste and see that the Lord is good. All are welcome! 

Distribution of Sacrament of Holy Communion  

Communion Hymn: #254 Come, Though Long Expected 
Jesus  

 
Communion Hymn: #471 Let Us Break Bread Together (next 
page) 
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Communion Blessing  
May the body & blood of Jesus, strengthen us, preserve us, and 
unite us in Love.   
Amen. 

Communion Prayer  
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste 
of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim 
the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

~Sending~  
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 

Announcements & Special Blessings  
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Sending Hymn: #257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs 1 &2) 
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Blessing 

 
Dismissal 
Go and share God’s love and hope. Thanks be to God. 
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~Announcements~  
First Sunday of Advent, Nov. 27, 2022 
Worship Leaders: Vicar Lisa Rygiel and Julie Wersal 
Zoom Leader(s): Sharon Sorenson and Ernie Parker 
Musicians: Connie Pallone and Sharon Sorenson 
Ushers: John Rygiel and Cherie Holder 
Communion: Kathy Broman and Doris Blalock 
Flowers: Given by Joni Jones in celebration of Shelly's birthday. 
• Join us in the Fellowship Hall after worship for conversation and 

coffee. 
• Transition Team meets at 5 p.m. next on Thursday, Dec. 1, in the 

Blue Room. 
• The Loss & Grieving workshop is from 10:30 a.m. to Noon on Nov. 

30, Dec. 7 & 14.  
• Thank you to everyone who helped with the Community Thanksgiving 

Dinner here at Zion's. We are grateful for our cooks, carvers, servers, 
cleaners, packagers, drivers, donors, and everyone else who made 
this wonderful ministry possible. Special thanks to Norine Hazen, 
Peggy Gustafson, Julie Wersal, and Joni Jones who as always went 
above and beyond in making all of this possible.  

• We still need a few people to help us provide Christmas gifts to the 
senior citizens and shut-ins of our community.  If you already 
volunteered to help, let Jo Moss know so that she can give you the 
gift information and if you still can help with this project, let Jo know 
as well because we do have some additional names to share.  

• Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2022, at 5:30 p.m., Zion’s will offer a special Blue 
Christmas service in our church sanctuary. A Blue Christmas service 
provides a quiet and contemplative worship service as an alternative 
to more traditional gatherings. This is in honor of those who are 
experiencing grief and struggling with loss. All are welcome. Invite 
your family and friends. 
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