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Trinity News

Wednesday Night’s Community Dinner

For the second time since February 2020, the community dinner had guests 
seated in the banquet hall. This time there was a total of sixty seated for a 
delicious turkey dinner. Fifty dinners were also delivered by the team of 
volunteers. Barb and Ralph Sneyd give special thanks to Donna Van Slyke 
for her help and to the Edwards, Dick and May, who provided the apples and 
prepared the special apple crisp dessert. Among the guests there was another 
first with four Ukrainian refugees, two sisters and their daughters attending. 

Bell Choir Performs this Sunday.

* We welcome Rev. David Stead for a return visit to the pulpit.
* Rev. Lesley Fox, our minister to be in the new year, will also be 

with us.



With a big thanks to the 
Hewitsons, we will once 
again be represented in 
Coll ingwood’s Santa 
Claus Parade which takes 
place Saturday November 
19. Parade begins at 5 
p.m. Set up at Trinity at 4 
p.m. Lots of fun!

Sonja’s  Return

Last Sunday, twelve year old Sonja 
returned to Trinity. This time it was 
to share her beautiful singing voice. 
Sonja also studies flute with Lesley 
Joostens.

Santa Claus Parade



Time For A New Directory 

Have you ever forgotten a person’s name after you met them and shook their hand? Have you looked 
through the church photo directory to connect a name with a face? 
Have you ever thought how difficult it must be for a new minister to learn all our names and faces? A photo 
directory is a wonderful tool to help us be a welcoming community. 
But it has been five years since we last created a church photo directory. Some people have left this 
church, some new people have come. Some of us may look a little older. Now is a good time for a new 
photo directory. 
We have arranged for individual family photos to be taken by a professional photography company, IPC 
Canada, based here in Ontario. Every family that has their picture taken will receive a free copy of the 
directory and one free 8x10 portrait. Of course, there will be an opportunity to purchase additional copies if 
you wish. The more people who participate, the more useful the directory will be. 
The photos will be taken November 23, 24, 25, 26 and December 5 and 6. In November you will be able to 
sign up for appointment times after church. If you know you will not be around for those dates, please 
contact Ray Piercy (705 445 4740 piercy.ray@gmail.com) because it may be possible to arrange other 
dates at nearby churches.

UCW meat pies 
shall be made on 
Oct. 26. Volunteers 
needed to help at 
11 a.m. Sales 
around noon. 
($6 each)

Prayer Shawls

Prayer Shawls are available 
for folks in our congregation 
and beyond. Call the office to 
make a request. 705 445-3901


mailto:piercy.ray@gmail.com


Christmas Gift Event and White Gift Envelopes and Simcoe Muskoka Family Connexions (SMFC)

Bring your gifts/envelopes to the church by Sunday, Dec 4/22
or call Lori at the office 705-445-3901 (Tues - Fri 8:30 am to 12 noon) to schedule a time when you can 
drop off your Christmas gift bag or White Gift envelope.    

Thank you again for your continued support of the teens involved with our local Family 
Connexions. These gifts will stay in the Collingwood area and will be given to families who need them the 
most.

White gift envelopes (all donations will go to SMFC for purchasing of appropriate gifts and other useful 
items for families under their care):  
Use an ordinary envelope but include your name and address on the envelope or make sure this 
information is on your cheque.  Address your cheque to Simcoe Muskoka Family Connexions (SMFC)
Place your envelope on the tree from Nov 20th until Dec 4th/22.  Envelopes received after Dec 4-18th will 
be delivered to SMFC just before Christmas

If your bag is for a teenager, you can include any of the following:
Movie passes, gift certificates for local retailers, Subway and other restaurant coupons. 
Personal beauty aids such as shampoo, conditioner, body wash, lotions (Unscented if possible) 
Toothbrushes and paste, hair brushes, hair elastics
Warm mitts, gloves, hats, headbands, scarves, socks, pajamas
School supplies (post it notes, highlighters, pens with different coloured ink, pencils, tape, lined binder 
paper…)

If your bag is for an infant, you can include any of the following:
Blankets, clothes, snow suits, bibs, hats, mitts, wash cloths and towels
Formula, pabulum, infant baby food
Small board books (Goodnight Moon, Brown Bear…), developmental toys (infant links, stacking cups, 
shape sorters, activity centres, quality rattles, teething rings, bath toys, musical plastic toys). 

Bags:  Use any decorative bag you have at home to hold your gifts.  Please do not tape your bag shut or 
wrap items as they need to be reviewed by SMFC staff. 

Income Tax Receipts will be mailed to you if you:  
Fill out the Tax Receipt Request form.
Staple receipts to this form and include in your gift bag 

Thank you for your gifts to a special young person in Collingwood!  If you have any questions, please 
contact a member of this committee through the church office.



SALES RECEIPTS MUST BE PROVIDED

Tax Receipts  are issued for  donat ions of  newly purchased i tems with
current dated sales receipts .  The total  donat ion amount is  dol lars  spent

BEFORE TAX. 
The name, address and phone number of  the person(s)  l i s ted below wi l l  be

issued the tax receipt .  If  you have more than one contr ibutor,  a l i s t  of
indiv iduals  with their  mai l ing address,  emai l  and the contr ibut ion amount

per person must  be inc luded with or ig inal  receipts  of  the i tems purchased.
 

Total  Amount Spent Before Tax:

PERSONAL INFORMATION:
Tit le:       Mr.     Mrs.     Ms.      Dr .            (Circ le One)  
                     
Sponsorship Type:      Personal      Group   Bus iness      (Circ le One) 

F irst  name                                         Last  name                                        
 
Phone  Cel l/Home   (          )                -      
       

Organizat ion/Company:
( i f  Tax Receipt  should inc lude th is)
 
Mail ing Address:

Street Address

City                              Postal  Code         
 
Emai l

I  declare a l l  of  the i tems purchased and submitted on receipts  were
donated to S imcoe Muskoka Fami ly Connexions as ‘Goods in  Kind’ .  I
understand that I  may be asked to provide further informat ion.   

SIGNED

DATE

$

https://form.jotform.com/smfconnexions/SMFC-tax-receipt-request
Fill out and print this form or follow this link to fill out our NEW online form here:

Note: This tax receipt is attached for your convenience.



Men’s Coffee Club

Monday Oct. 24, 2022 @ 10 a.m. in the Banquet Hall

Coffee, Tea and Pastries will be available at no cost and the goal is to get “caught up” with 
each other in person. This social activity is extended to all Trinity ‘regulars’ and friends.

Trinity United Church Women

Your UCW is always looking for new members.   Any women in the church are considered UCW 
members.
Your UCW is looking for help in the kitchen and for help with caterings.   We are preparing 
sandwiches in the church kitchen for funerals now and we are also getting people to bake squares 
and cookies for the funeral teas. 
We have lost members over the last few years and our helpers are decreasing in numbers.   If you 
are willing and able to help us out either preparing sandwiches   or baking squares or serving we 
would like to hear from you.  We would like to put your name on a list so we could call you  when 
help is needed.
Please email joybarr@gmail.com or call me at 705-445-0726 or speak to one of our members.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Rev. Mary Elizabeth Appointed To Southwestern Ontario Candidacy Board

Board secretary Ruth Crittenden forwards the correspondence below:

Letter from Diane Bosman, Program Coordinator of Member Engagement, 
Office of the Moderator and General Secretary: who, on behalf of the Board 
of Vocation and chairperson, Norm Seli, is informing us that Mary Elizabeth 
Piercy has been appointed as a member of the Southwestern Ontario 
Candidacy Board.
“For all of the ways that you (Secretary of the Board) and the members of 
this pastoral charge have been a part of, and will continue to be a part of 
Mary Elizabeth’s leadership, we offer our thanks. Know that through Mary 
Elizabeth, you will be ever present in this aspect of General Council’s 
work.   We hope that this connection will also prove to be an enriching 
experience for everyone at Trinity United Church.”

Our congratulations to Rev. Mary Elizabeth!

mailto:joybarr@gmail.com


Spiritual Committee

Prayer Chain
Trinity has an email based prayer chain to identify people requesting specific prayers. All those on the email 
chain receive the information and include the requests in their prayers. This has been coordinated by 
Ramona Van Slyke, but she is stepping down due to problems with her eyesight. We would like to thank 
Ramona for her past service in this role. This means there is an opening for a new volunteer to coordinate the 
Prayer Chain. If you would like to help us out in this way, or have questions about the role, please contact 
the Chair of the Spiritual Committee, Ray Piercy at 705 445 4740 or piercy.ray@gmail.com.

Green Team Start Up
At the congregational meeting in February 2020 the board was asked to create a Green Committee to 
examine the environmental impact of the church operations and recommend how we can reduce our 
environmental impact. Specific mention was made of single use plastics and paper use, as examples. The 
board has delayed forming a Green Team during the pandemic, but it now appears to be a good time to get 
going with this initiative. 
We are calling for volunteers who would like to be part of the team. Are there people out there with a passion 
for helping the environment? Now would be a good time to get involved and help steer the creation of the 
Green Team. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Ray Piercy, a co-chair of the board at 705 
445 4740 or piercy.ray@gmail.com.

Outreach and Social Action Committee Meeting Notes October 2022   

• Food programs. Bradley Green of Odd Fellows Lodge makes donation of $3,000. Trinity thank-you letter 
sent.

• Community Dinner. As of October, sit-down and delivery, dropping pickup option (too much work now that 
we’re hosting sit-down). All Saints will begin sit-down in November, First Presbyterian in January. October 
will be turkey dinner and Barbara has been asked to speak at it about Canadian Thanksgiving, for the benefit 
of a family from the Ukraine. Also as of October, start time is 5 pm rather than 6 pm. November: Sneyds will 
be away; Lori Forsythe will organize pulled pork on a bun. Edwards Orchard are sending another donation of 
apples, all peeled, sliced and frozen. 

• Susan Wells Crockpot Program. Tracks Employment and Resource Centre has asked for the program for a 
group of five. Barbara, Bev, and Betty Wilson will do this in the church kitchen Tuesdays October 18 and 25. 
Next course not until the new year. 

• Outdoor Food Box and Food Pantry. Food box needs refilling daily (or more). Lori Forsythe will let Beth 
know when she’s ready to resume Food Pantry; her absence because of illness has delayed this. 

• Out of the Cold. October 19 is the next cooking date. Edwards Orchard also donating apples for Out of the 
Cold. 

• Christmas gift event. Information sheets-tax receipt request forms will be available at the church and 
announced beginning with October 30 service (avoiding Remembrance Sunday service) and include them in 
the October and November Trinity News. Gift bags can be brought to the church through Sunday, December 4 
and will be delivered to Family Connexions at 9 am on Monday, December 5. We can continue to receive 
White Gift donations through Sunday, December 18. 

• Warming Closet is still seeking warm outerwear for the winter. 
• Shawl Ministry, Pickle Ball, Trinity men’s coffee club all proceeding well.

 Submitted by Beth Theis, Outreach & Social Action Chair

mailto:piercy.ray@gmail.com


Coffee Hour Returns

A “Thank You” is in order to David 
(owner of Ashanti) for delivering a 
5 lb. bag of complimentary coffee 
towards the restart of our coffee 
hour following Sunday services.
To make it happen on a regular 
basis, we need volunteers to sign-
up in the banquet hall. All items are 
provided  except for a litre of milk. 
If you have any questions contact 
Christine at 705 446-0767.

Tickets are moving fast for our Remembrance Day performance of "100 Years 
from Now" at the Historic Gayety Theatre in Collingwood (Fri. Nov. 11 at 8 pm). 
And another great house is brewing for the November 12 show at the beautiful 
Gravenhurst Opera House (Sat. Nov. 12 at 7 pm).

Based on the inspiring life of Duntroon’s Mae Belle Sampson, one of the first 
women to enlist in the Canadian Army Medical Corp., 100 Years From Now 
tells the story of Canada’s coming of age in the Great War, through the eyes of 
a nurse, a mother and the two brothers they loved.

Tickets: shipyardkitchenparty.com

https://shipyardkitchenparty.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb5db0022d330fc55f17c8da2&id=81e62ecd76&e=c59876a5d4
https://shipyardkitchenparty.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb5db0022d330fc55f17c8da2&id=cd04dace19&e=c59876a5d4
https://shipyardkitchenparty.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cb5db0022d330fc55f17c8da2&id=0d7c34c33f&e=c59876a5d4


Open Pickleball $5

Pickleball Schedule
Gymnasium Trinity United Church

Pickleball - New Schedule
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday - 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Monday, Wednesday - 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Everyone is welcome, no need to pre book, we try to ensure that everyone gets a 
number of doubles games. The cost is still just $5.00 cash, with all proceeds to the 
Church.   The style of play is casual and friendly. More competitive players usually 
turn up on Wednesday evening. 
If you are a  new player and wish to get started, call Dave Saunders at 
705-443-4312.  We will provide a hands on introduction to the game.
Those who have a group and wish to book their own private time may do so by 
contacting Mike at the Church. There are a few limited spaces still available.   The 
cost for private bookings is $40.00 per 1 1/2 hour session paid in advance to the 
Church on a weekly or monthly basis. Bring your own group.  

The Pickleball Program is run under the direction of the Outreach and Social Action 
Committee.   The committee is open to running sessions on Fridays and Saturdays 
when the staff is not normally working  If there is someone interested in running the 
program on those days, please let us know.  
We will be happy to review the waiver process, tracking sheets, money handling, 
lights and anything else you require to get started.  Of course key fob access to the 
building would be necessary.
Come and have some fun and exercise!

Contact: Mike White  mwhite8893@live.com

Above info from our website: collingwoodunitedchurch.ca

mailto:m.white8893@live.com


October 22, 2022
Musings from the Edge of Trinity - Brian Goodings (aka Rev)

I now own one of those new-fangled Fitbit watches. It’s got a lot of features, although all I use is the feature that tells me 
I’m lazy. But at least I’m not likely having a heart attack!   Other than that, I only utilized it to tell time. That is, until I 
temporarily lost it at a coffee shop while on a motorcycle trip through the New England states. The strap broke and my 
buddy found it under his bike tire just before we resumed riding. I put it in my pocket. I still haven’t put on a new strap, 
or charged it, so it stopped working weeks ago.  Turns out that in my retirement, I don’t really need to know what time it 
is very often.  It seems odd now to just do stuff during the day as the fancy strikes me. Sometimes I don’t do very much 
and other days I do a lot. It’s weird, but I’m getting more accustomed to it. 
I have had an “interesting” year since I left Trinity. I headed out for my Alaska-and-back dream tour on my new 
motorcycle in May and made it as far as the Yukon border before I injured myself and had to stop in Fort Nelson BC. I 
was having a great, but very cold, adventure and stopped on the Alaska highway at a truck stop to warm up and have a 
coffee. I’d already ridden through a major hail and snow storm that morning and needed a break. After warming up, I 
went out to roll my motorcycle backwards to get around a parked truck, and suddenly, I heard a loud snap and fell over 
backwards…with my motorcycle on top of me. I had a lot of pain in my leg and actually thought I’d been shot. My foot 
was as wobbly and as weak as a pool noodle…turns out that I had ruptured/torn my Achilles tendon. A nice guy helped 
me lift my motorcycle but I couldn’t really stand up. So, after he left me, I sat on a rock staring at the bike for half an 
hour, wondering what to do. I thought I might have just torn a muscle but my left foot was pretty well useless. My choice 
was to sit there and freeze or somehow get back on the bike and ride 300 km to the hospital in Fort Nelson. It took a long 
time but I did manage to get on the bike and start it up…not sure how I did it, but I even managed to shift gears with my 
wonky foot and start riding again. It really was a pretty beautiful day. A mother grizzly with her 2 cubs ran across the 
road right in front of me. A bit further on, I saw two more black bears. The weather was clear but very cold. It was a 
great ride but even so, I knew I had to keep driving. When I got to Fort Nelson, I tried to stop at a gas station but 
promptly fell off the bike. Another nice guy parked it for me and drove me to the hospital in his car. That was the end of 
the line for my ride…after hobbling around Fort Nelson for 4 days, I shipped the bike home in a crate (major moola) and 
flew home myself. 
Instead of surgery, the docs wanted me to try physiotherapy so that’s what I’ve been doing for the past 5 months. I 
missed an entire season of paddling but I’m slowly getting back into playing hockey and even curled last week using a 
stick. I’m glad I haven’t been wearing that annoying Fitbit watch because, although I can ride my bicycle, my daily step 
count is pretty pathetic. I also don’t need to be told that time, during my recovery, has been moving excruciatingly 
slowly! 
I have spent more time than ever before seeing doctors and physiotherapists. I have also had every Covid vaccination 
known to humankind as well as inoculations for flu, pneumonia, shingles and I don’t even know what else. I drank the 
Big Pharma kool-aid big time. I wish there was a shot to heal my Achilles…a lot of people think that edible marijuana 
products would help but I haven’t gone down that road yet. I can’t see how being stoned would really help heal the 
tendon but maybe you’d just care less?  
It's odd to be writing to you in this Trinity newsletter from the edge of the community. I have seen a few people from the 
church over the last year and I have presided at a number of funerals but neither retirement nor aging are for the faint of 
heart. In November last year, I felt a very deep sadness that I couldn’t shake- even with some drugs and some beer. I 
realized that leaving the ministry position at Trinity was like being exiled from an entire village of people I loved and 
cared for deeply. Instead of an overwhelming feeling of relief and freedom, I felt the deep sadness one does when an 
intimate relationship ends. Even though it really was the right time for it to end, it was still a sad passage for me,  
I’m happy to report I’m on the mend, both physically and psychologically, after a year of retirement.  This week I 
actually found myself railing about the Leafs and why they will never win the Stanley Cup. Felt like my normal self 
again.  
And Trinity is moving on as well. I am told that your new minister is even full grown and you will need to raise the 
pulpit to adult size. It’s good news for me to hear because, although I know that Beth and Mary Elizabeth have done a 
superb job over the last year, it will be good to have someone there full time. Your search took a lot longer than I thought 
it would, but from what I’ve seen and read about your new minister, it certainly ended well.  
I look forward to seeing you in Collingwood and would be delighted to chat about what’s going on in your lives. Hope 
you have the time for me to tell you about my plans to head back to Alaska next spring. I’m going to fix my watch 
too...it’s time to move on.  
 



Two easy ways to donate If unable to attend 
services: 

e-transfer to 
office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca  


Mail  cheque to:

Trinity United Church


140 Maple St.

Collingwood ON L9Y 2P8

Minister: Rev. Mary Elizabeth Piercy 705 445-3901 minister@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 
Hospital Visitor: B J Hunter 705 444-7295 
Ministry of Music: Paul Sloan, 705 730-3121 (cell) 
Choral Conductor: Lesley Joosten 705 984-3243
Handbells: Maryellen Burgess, 705 443-1422 (cell) 
UCW President: Joy Barr, 705 445-0726 
Custodian: Michael White 1 705 344-5757 
Office Assistant: Lori Forsythe 705 445-3901 
Church Office: office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. - noon 
140 Maple Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2P8 Tel: 705 445-3901 
Website: www.collingwoodunitedchurch.ca 
Trinity News: johnbrown5@rogers.com 

                     Our Daily Bread 
                    

 December / January / February  
  2022-2023 

  
Our Daily Bread is a daily devotional guide with 
a simple scripture reading and message for each 
day.   
The March/April/May 2022 edition is available 
and can be accessed on the cabinet by the Maple 
Street entrance to the sanctuary and a table in the 
outer area of the church offices.  
Please feel free to call ahead and then come in 
and pick one up and take an extra one for a friend 
if you think they would be interested. 

The Bottom Line 
Jan.1 - Sept. 30

    2022                   2021
Total Income    $250,169.82 $201,930.33

Total Expenses $193,498.49 $223,790.08

Treasurer: Marion Sinclair

mailto:office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca


Our Thanks To Trinity News Sponsors 
Collingwood Toyota

collingwoodtoyota.ca  
 Fawcett Funeral Homes

fawcettfuneralhomes.com  
Greenland International Consulting Engineers 

grnland.com

Next Trinity News Deadline 
Nov. 17, 2022

Send items to johnbrown5@rogers.com

Hewitson Powersweeping
djhewitson.ca
705 441-0077  

We are a family owned and operated business serving the Collingwood and surrounding area since 
2009. We specialize in Powersweeping and water truck services and also offer tri-axle services. 
We operate 24/7 to satisfy your needs! 

Be sure to check our website on a regular basis to find out what is happening at Trinity. It is 
current and easy to navigate. Our thanks to Ruth Crittenden for maintaining it.

collingwoodunitedchurch.ca

http://djhewitson.ca
mailto:johnbrown5@rogers.com
http://collingwoodtoyota.ca
http://fawcettfuneralhomes.com
http://grnland.com

