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The Cross: a Crossroads of Confession or 
Rejection of Jesus as King  
Luke 23:33-43 
Here we are on the last day of the church year, and just over four weeks away from celebrating 
Christmas; and yet this text associated with Good Friday and Easter is being read.  Why?

For a start, it’s because Jesus is the Alpha and Omega — the beginning and the end, and everything 
in between, of this world and the next.  Despite this world’s rejection and failure to recognise him, 
Jesus remained true to the world he was sent to save, out of God’s great love for us.  The cross is 
the highest expression of God’s love, through sacrifice of himself.  The cross is the ground zero of 
our faith.  It is literally the cross road of acceptance or rejection of the life that God offers.

All around him, there are self-assured taunts and lack of pity from temple priests and religious alike, 
derision in the extreme expression of unbelief in him as Messiah, from their own self-assured 
opinion that they had it all worked out, and deserved God’s approval for their holiness efforts.

‘Let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’, ‘If you are the King of the 
Jews,’ ‘Are you not the Messiah?’   At the very scene of his greatest, costliest service of fallen 
humanity with his very lifeblood, he was regarded as suffering for his own sinful godlessness.  How 
ironic can you get?

But in the midst of all that mayhem and noise was one who not only recognised Jesus’ innocence, 
but was also unafraid to admit our shared sinfulness deserving death — the criminal who called 
out to Jesus to remember him when he came into his kingdom. 

He confesses Jesus, and Jesus responds with the promise that that very day, they would be together 
in Paradise.  Confession of Jesus as our way to the Father receives the open door that God has set 
before us. 

And it is the crucified Christ who is the centre of our confession before the world.  Not just that 
his lived a good life, harming no-one and doing no wrong. 

Once at the close of a Sunday service, a stranger spoke with the pastor to inform him he was 
displeased with the message he had delivered.  

“I don’t care for your preaching,” he said.  “I don’t care for your constant referring to the cross.  I 
think that instead of preaching the death of Christ, it would be better to preach about Jesus as the 
great teacher and example to follow.”

“Would you be willing to follow Him if I preached that way?” asked the minister.

“I would,” said the stranger, “I would follow in His steps.”

“Then let us take the first step.  It is said of Him he ‘did no sin’ (1:Peter 2:22).  Can you take that 
step?”

The stranger’s expression changed with confusion as he considered his answer, “No.  I do sin, and I 
acknowledge it.” 

 1



Pastor Phil Haar   November 20, 2022

“Well then,” said the minister, “your first need of Christ in not as an example, but as a Saviour.  You 
must first have His forgiveness and His Spirit to transform and guide you before you can walk ‘in 
His steps.’”

Our lack of rightness before God has been forgiven, and we have been redeemed by the righteous 
Son of God.  He alone lived a perfect, holy life without sin, on our behalf bearing the full weight of 
punishment on the cross, and satisfying the demands of the law against our sins, the wages for 
which being death.

Those who are baptised and believe will be saved.  Those who live in their baptism and continue to 
believe will be saved, and they are called to live a life holy and pleasing to God. 

Those who used to believe, but do so no longer, have rejected the way God has provided, despite 
the door to heaven being opened by the cross.  On the cross, all sin has been paid for, but unbelief 
and rejection of Christ, belief in one’s own goodness and worthiness, is another path that leads to 
destruction. 

Christian people, you stand today in the power of the grace of your baptism that allows you to 
believe in Christ and to worship and praise him.  His Spirit leads you to confess your wrongs, to 
hear him in his word, to speak to him in prayer, to seek his strength and guidance, to eat the meal 
he has prepared with his own body and life blood.  All this he provides as he and you walk together, 
that you might be brought from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light, and remain 
there in the inheritance of all the saints. 

You stand in the light of God, the light of life and faith and understanding, the light of joy in his 
presence, the light of the grace of God in Jesus — remain in that light, in that grace… do not 
neglect to meet together as the body of Christ as some do.  Read the word and pray, confess your 
sins, seek to bless other people out of what God has freely given you. 

That is a daily living in your baptism, walking in Christ.  It is not a simple matter of having your 
name listed as having been baptised or being a member of a church.  It’s about knowing the love of 
God is for you and celebrating it, seeking to do His will, daily thanking and praising him. 

Baptism is not just an event, but it is a state of being in relationship with God, and looking to him in 
faith.  Today two of our young people are going to confess the faith that we share, confessing that 
they are baptised, and looking to Jesus as they claim the forgiveness he won for them on the cross, 
the ground zero of our faith.  In baptism we died to sin in the forgiveness of God, and were raised 
to new life. 

Jesus forgave all who were there at his crucifixion — ‘Father, forgive them for they know not what 
they are doing.’  But most of those who were present failed to walk in that forgiveness.  The 
criminal who looked to Jesus in faith shared in that death of self and that promise of new life in the 
kingdom of Jesus, the Lord of Life. 

He didn’t have years as a believer, not months, weeks, or even days; but in the hours that remained 
of his life, he remained in the care and promise of Jesus to the end.  Will you do so? 

We, the church, are to proclaim that forgiveness of all sin has been won on the cross.  There is only 
one way to the Father, and that is looking to Christ His son, who without sin was crucified for our 
sake out of love for the world.  Know it, believe it, live it and proclaim it… hold on to it to the very 
end, and receive the crown of life that awaits you.  And the peace of God in Jesus Christ be with 
you always.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/lIAY-mEitb4
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