
 

“Who Would Jesus Hang Out With?” 
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Theme:  As we grow closer to Jesus, we surround ourselves with the same 
people He did. 
 
Text:  Luke 5:27-32 
 
Here’s a thought:  Someone has concluded, “Sometimes the right enemies can 
do you more good than the wrong friends.” 
 
Unfortunately, a lot of traditions, rumours and misrepresentations leave people 
with wrong ideas about Jesus.  Historical and archaeological records verify that 
Jesus Christ lived in Palestine 2,000 years ago.  Historical and Biblical records 
verify His teachings, actions, death and resurrection.  He is the One that we 
follow and build our lives on. 
 
Stop and think for a moment, “Who would Jesus hang out with?”  Who loved 
Him, and who hated Him?  Who gave Him the greatest joy and fulfillment, and 
who gave Him the most grief and frustration? 
 
Luke 5:27-32 answers these questions: 
 27 After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi 

sitting at his tax booth.  “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28 and Levi got 
up, left everything and followed him. 29 Then Levi held a great banquet for 
Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors and others were 
eating with them. 30 But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who 
belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and 
drink with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” 31 Jesus answered them, “It is 
not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 32 I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” NIV 

 
The Lord has His: 

Followers (Luke 5:27-28) 
 



 

 
 
The Roman Senate farmed the collection of taxes out to wealthy capitalists, 
who agreed to pay a certain sum into the public treasury, and who reimbursed 
themselves with the taxes they collected.  These capitalists sat in their houses 
or booths, conducting business at the bottoms of bridges, the gates of cities, 
the mouths of rivers, and the shores. 
 
A minister received a call from Canada Revenue Agency asking about a church 
member.  “He stated on his income tax return,” said the agent, “that he gave 
three thousand dollars last year to your church.  Is that correct?” 
 
The minister shrewdly replied, “I don’t have the records here, and I would have 
to check on it.  But I’ll say this - if he didn’t, he will.” 
 
Jesus met Levi (later known to us as Matthew - one of the twelve apostles and 
probably the author of the Gospel of Matthew), busy at his tax booth, then 
challenged him to become a disciple.  Incredibly, Levi left everything and 
followed Jesus.  Levi later invited many tax-collector friends to a banquet to 
celebrate his new vocation. 
 
I think Jesus looked into Levi’s eyes that day and saw a spiritually hungry man 
looking for something more from life.  That day He called a man climbing the 
corporate ladder but who suddenly realized that ladder was leaning against a 
wall that he didn’t want to climb. 
 
The Lord’s invitation in Isaiah 55:1-3 is still extended today: 
 1 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no 

money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without cost. 2 Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labour 
on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and 
your soul will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; 
hear me, that your soul may live.  I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, my faithful love promised to David. NIV 

 
Be on the lookout for people that are searching for something more.  These 
people come in all different ages, shapes, colours and sizes.  They are looking 
for a change and a challenge.  What are the signs of this search? 

• They are restless in their jobs, relationships or hobbies. 

• They are checking out religion and/or philosophy. 

• They have just had the “rug pulled out from under them.” 



 

 
Would you please note the name of one person you know who is searching? 
 
Lay before them the challenge that will bring eternal dividends, “Walk with me 
as I follow Jesus Christ.” 
 
The Lord has His: 
Followers 

Friends (Luke 5:29) 
 

 
 
Jesus was continually fishing from the pool of the non-religious.  He seemed to 
see the most promise in this group of people.  If we are to be fruitful in 
discipling others in the ways of Christ, we must be socializing with those who 
do not know Him. 
 
Jesus spent time with the rich and poor alike.  He had friends from a cross-
section of social and economic classes.  The Lord has not called New 
Beginnings Church to be a street church, but He will call people from within 
our ranks to street ministry. 
 
Does this mean we should turn our backs on friendships with growing brothers 
and sisters in Christ?  Should we go out and get drunk with the boys and girls 
so we can be one of them?  Remember the balance the Apostle Paul provides in 
1 Corinthians 15:33, “Do not be misled:  ‘Bad company corrupts good 
character.’” NIV 
 
Someone has concluded, “Sometimes the right enemies can do you more good 
than the wrong friends.” 
 
The basis for a healthy relationship is mutual respect.  If your new friend 
wants to drag you down into the pit with him, he is probably not interested in 
getting out of that pit. 
 
Our closest friends ought to be those who, more than anything else, want to 
follow the Lord with us.  They may look like an average middle-class person, or 
they might not be showered and shaved or be wearing expensive jewellery and 
designer clothing.  Look beyond the exterior - look into their hearts.  Regardless 
of what others thought, Jesus was closest to those passionately interested in 
fulfilling God’s call on their lives. 



 

 
I would like you to note the name of a friend or potential friend that you would 
like to introduce to Jesus.  This person may or may not be the same one you 
noted earlier. 
 
The Lord has His: 
Followers 
Friends 

Foes (Luke 5:30) 
 

 
 
The Pharisees seized upon Jesus’ presence at the banquet to criticize Him.  
Since the Jews generally despised publicans or tax collectors, the critics hoped 
to discredit Jesus by making Him appear to condone their notorious practices - 
the old guilt-by-association ploy.  With classic satire, Jesus deflected their 
charge back to them. 
 
Tax collectors were religiously unclean because they worked for the Romans 
and hated because they took advantage of their fellow Jews and lined their 
pockets with extravagance.  As if this wasn’t enough, they often went beyond 
their legal rights.  They levied exorbitant taxes, using all the machinery of the 
law to help them, and their unpopularity significantly increased.  Many were 
Jews, and their Jewish brothers regarded them as no better than the heathen.  
Jews would neither associate with them nor allow them in the temple or 
synagogue nor permit them to give testimony in Jewish courts.  They even 
rejected the gifts they brought to the temple.  Their fellow citizens shunned 
them, classing them with sinners, prostitutes and the vilest of the vile. 
 
We will inevitably be the targets of criticism from the religious establishment in 
our efforts to reach people.  The Gospels record many more instances of Jesus 
rebuking the religious oppressors than the evil spirits.  Jesus did not struggle 
nearly as much with demons as He did with those steeped in legalism. 
 
Such bigotry and exclusiveness can suddenly and unexpectedly arise within 
people who love Jesus.  Peter, even as a prominent leader in the early church, 
struggled with this in Acts 10:24-29: 
 24 The following day he [Peter] arrived in Caesarea.  Cornelius was 

expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25 
As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in 
reverence. 26 But Peter made him get up.  “Stand up,” he said, “I am only 



 

a man myself.” 27 Talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large 
gathering of people. 28 He said to them:  “You are well aware that it is 
against our law for a Jew to associate with a Gentile or visit him.  But God 
has shown me that I should not call any man impure or unclean. 29 So 
when I was sent for, I came without raising any objection. NIV 

 
The Lord challenges us to reach beyond our comfort zones into the lives of 
people with different values, skin colour, ethnic origin, religious background, 
social standing, financial position, or education than we have.  Will we answer 
His call? 
 
Who would be most critical of you if you started spending time and energy with 
someone who is not yet following Christ?  Note this person’s or group’s name. 
 
The Lord has His: 
Followers 
Friends 
Foes 

Focus (Luke 5:31-32) 
 

 
 
Jesus did not concentrate His time and energy trying to convert the spiritually 
proud, which would have led to nothing but frustration.  He sought out the 
spiritually hungry and fed them what they were seeking. 
 
We are privileged to live in a free country.  A government or system does not 
physically persecute us.  However, we have unconsciously bought into the 
belief that everyone is good and on their way to heaven.  There is no room in 
people’s minds for the intolerance of a literal hell, an eternal separation from 
God.  Yes, Jesus warned those who trusted their righteousness to enjoy 
eternity.  He spent most of His time calling people to repentance (a change of 
mind, a 180-degree turn in life).  He then spent most of His time and energy on 
those hungry for intimacy with their Creator and Saviour.  Without this change 
of mind, one will not have a relationship with God. 
 
A wife was unhappy with her husband, “Henry, you promised you’d be home at 
4:00.  Now it’s 8:00.” 
 
Her husband replied, “Honey, please listen to me.  Poor ole’ Fred is dead, just 
dropped over on the eighth green.” 



 

 
The wife sympathized, “Oh no!  That’s awful.” 
 
Her husband explained, “It sure was.  The rest of the game was hit the ball, 
drag Fred, hit the ball, drag Fred.” 
 
What is your life’s focus?  Is it to look after number one?  To make life 
comfortable for you and your family?  Is it to get ahead?  I pray that we will 
have a passion for seeing people come to know Jesus Christ in a personal, life-
changing way! 
 
It was a wonder of Christ’s grace that He would call a tax collector to be His 
disciple and follower.  It was a wonder of His grace that the call was so 
compelling.  It was a wonder of His grace that He came to call sinners to 
repentance and to assure them of pardon.  It was a wonder of His grace that He 
so patiently bore the hatred of sinners toward Himself & His disciples. 
 
Daniel 12:1-3 describes what ultimately matters: 

1 At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will 
arise.  There will be a time of distress such as has not happened from the 
beginning of nations until then.  But at that time your people - everyone 
whose name is found written in the book - will be delivered. 2 Multitudes 
who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake:  some to everlasting life, 
others to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine 
like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to 
righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. NIV 

 
What needs to change in your life to see the heart of Jesus reflected in your 
relationships with people who do not know Him?  Make a note. 
 
A deplorable incident occurred in the life of Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948).  He 
said in his autobiography that he was interested in the Bible during his 
student days in England.  The Gospels touched him deeply as he read them, 
and he seriously considered becoming a convert.  Christianity seemed to offer 
the real solution to the caste system that was dividing the people of India.  He 
went to a church meeting one Sunday to see the minister and ask for 
enlightenment on salvation and other Christian doctrines.  But when he 
entered the sanctuary, the ushers refused him a seat and suggested he go 
somewhere else to worship with his own people.  He left and never went back. 
 
“If Christians have caste differences also,” he said to himself, “I might as well 
remain a Hindu.” 
 
Beware of judging people by how they look on the outside.  They may have a 
soft heart that is hungry for Jesus. 
 
The Lord has His: 



 

Followers 
Friends 

Foes 

Focus 
 
As we grow closer to Jesus, we surround ourselves with the same people He 
did. 
 

 
 
Let’s pray for those people we have noted: 
 
Followers - people we know who are searching. 
 
Friends – a friend or potential friend that you would like to introduce to Jesus. 
 
Foes - those who would be most critical of you if you started spending time and 
energy with someone who is not yet following Christ. 
 
Focus - that our lives and priorities would reflect the heart of Jesus to those 
around us. 
 


