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Public discourse 

and the Christian Worldview



Our worldview, even if we are not fully aware of it or cannot 
cogently articulate it, is the window through which we ‘see’ 
the world. It is the set of precepts, presuppositions, feelings, 
prejudices and so on, that we use to interpret the world and 
our place in it.



John Lennox recalls …

Can Science Explain Everything? (Oxford: The Good Book Company, 2019), 14-15



Sooner or later, [students] will find out that secular college professors, 
and sometimes even Christian professors, proceed from an implicit 
assumption that religious beliefs are the kind of thing one is supposed 
to set aside when learning how the world really works, and that it is 
usually praiseworthy to ‘grow’ gradually away from those beliefs as a 
part of the normal process of maturing. 

Phillip E Johnson

Phillip E Johnson, ‘Foreword’, in Nancy Pearcey, Total Truth: liberating Christianity form its Cultural 
Captivity, Study Guide ed. (Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books, 2005), 12



If the Christian worldview is true, it is true in every context 
and at all times. The truth claims of the Christian worldview 
are all encompassing.

As Francis Schaeffer said in an Address at the University of Notre Dame, April 
1981:

Christianity is not a series of truths in the plural, but rather truth spelled with 
a capital ‘T’. Truth about total reality, not just about religious things. Biblical 
Christianity is Truth concerning total reality – and the intellectual holding of 
that total Truth and living in the light of that Truth.

Francis Schaeffer, Address at the University of Notre Dame, April 1981.



This, in turn, means that all values are reduced to personal preferences and will, 
therefore, vary from individual to individual. That is, values are relativised. 

As Peter Berger observed:

The individual is left to his own devices in a wide range of activities that are 
crucial to the formation of a meaningful identity, from expressing his religious 
preference to settling on a sexual life style.

Peter Berger, Facing Up to Modernity: Excursions in Society, Politics, and Religion (NY: Basic Books, 
1977), 133



The idea that science and reason are objective and universally valid is 
one of the principal tenets of modernism, and the idea that truth is 
relative to particular communities and that there are no metanarratives 
(such as Christianity) are the main tenets of postmodernism.



Nancy Pearcey, in her fine book Total Truth, says that in order for Christians 
‘to recover a seat at the table of public debate, [they] must find a way to 
overcome the dichotomy between public and private, fact and value, secular 
and scared’.

Nancy Pearcey, Total Truth: liberating Christianity form its Cultural Captivity, Study Guide ed. (Wheaton, Ill.: 
Crossway Books, 2005), 22.



What do we worship?

Our understanding of who we are and our place in the world, what is 
wrong with the world and how that might be addressed, along with the 
choices we make in navigating our way through life will be informed by 
what we, either consciously or not, treat as ultimate. This might be the 
God of the Bible or some substitute deity.



The study of worldviews is a spiritual endeavour.

‘Our worldview is the way we answer the core questions of life that everyone has to 
struggle with: What are we here for? What is ultimate truth? Is there anything worth 
living for?’

Total Truth, 51.



Proverbs 9
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,

and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

Luke 10
25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” 27

And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.” 28

And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.”

Romans 12
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.



‘Every worldview can be analysed by the way it answers three basic 
questions: Where did we come from, and who are we (creation)? What 
has gone wrong with the world (fall)? And what can we do to fix it 
(redemption)?’

Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?, 14



What constitutes a biblical worldview?

The question is not which is religious and which is purely rational; the 
question is which is true and which is false.

Christians begin with God. The self-sufficient God of the Bible stands 
behind reality not only as maker and sustainer of creation, but also as 
author and interpreter of truth, giving meaning to all ideas, events, 
being and laws.



1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

God is creator

God is superlatively holy

Isaiah 6:3

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory!”

We speak, therefore, of God as transcendent: greater and other than his creation.



Genesis 1:26-27
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. 
And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every 
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27 So God created man in his own image,

in the image of God he created him;

male and female he created them.



28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the 
earth.” 29 And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed 
that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You 
shall have them for food. 

In these verses, we see something of the immanence of God.



Human beings are the pinnacle of creation. We have a special dignity. 
(Genesis 9:6). We are both God-like and creaturely. We are also totally 
dependent on God for our existence. (Genesis 2:7) The life we have is 
ours by the gift (or grace) of God alone. We are appointed as God’s 
viceregents. We are the stewards of God’s creation. We are to ‘create’ 
families and communities. We are the creators of culture (cultural 
mandate).



God has determined that human beings are so special, so loved, that 
God the Son became a man (incarnation) – the perfect man – to deal 
with the problem of sin (Genesis 3).

Thus, as we begin to examine the Christian worldview, we see that it 
addresses the questions: Where did we come from, and who are we 
(creation)? What has gone wrong with the world (fall)?

It also offers a solution. It tells us how the problem with world is 
fixed: redemption and restoration.



John 1
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 



Jesus came to save. He came to be the solution to the problem of sin.

He came to redeem and to restore.

John 3:16-17

John 11:25-26

John 20:30-31



Worldview is not simply an academic concept. It describes our search for 
answers to those intensely personal questions everyone must wrestle with –
the cry of the human heart for purpose, meaning and truth big enough to 
live by.

Once we discover that the Christian worldview is really true, then living it 
out means offering up to God all our powers – practical, intellectual, 
emotional, artistic – to live for him in every area of life. Biblical truth is the 
truth about all reality. It provides foundational principles for bringing every 
part of our lives under the Lordship of Christ, to glorify Him and to 
cultivate his creation.


