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Lessons to Live by From I and 2 Peter 

Selected Scriptures 

Introduction: The Kingdom Focus rewind 

• In April of 2021 we started a lengthy series on The Kingdom Focus. We looked at 

how Christians should think in general. We looked at some specific issues such 

as sexual orientation and gender identity and what the Bible says about those 

things.  

• We talked about politics and how we should look at voting as Christians.  

• By the way, November 8th is coming and I encourage everyone to vote. As a 

church, we don’t tell people how to vote but we try to give guidelines on who to 

vote from based on principles from the Word of God.  

• What was the purpose of this lengthy series? It was to help us assess and 

understand the times as a culture that we are living in comparison to the Bible 

and a Biblical World View. We wanted to share how we are to not just survive by 

isolating ourselves away from the world but engage the world and thrive in the 

midst of difficulty. There are countless stories in the Bible that describe people 

who were at odds with the pagan culture around them and yet found righteous 

people and used them in those challenging times of persecution and oppression.  

• In August of 2021 we started on I Peter and then we moved to 2 Peter with some 

breaks in there for holidays and my Sabbatical.  

• I want to put a book end on where we started with this focus on kingdom living in 

a world where we are dual citizens and it is becoming increasingly more difficult 

to live a holy, blameless life, declaring Jesus as Lord of your life and espousing 

to His teachings in scripture in our current setting.  

• Our scripture reading for today is found in Ezekiel  

Scripture Reading 

Ezekiel 33:1 – 7 

The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, speak to your people and say to 

them, If I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man from 

among them, and make him their watchman, 3 and if he sees the sword coming 

upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the people, 4 then if anyone who 

hears the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword comes and 

takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. 5 He heard the sound of 

the trumpet and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he 

had taken warning, he would have saved his life. 6 But if the watchman sees the 

sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, 

and the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is taken away in his 

iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchman's hand. 
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7 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever 

you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.” 

Purpose: Every Christ follower must learn how to thrive and not just survive until the end 

of life and time.  

Transition: As we rewind and summarize this kingdom focus, be reminded that every 

Christ follower must learn how to thrive and not just survive until the end of life and time.  

I Peter Overview / Reminder 

• I Peter was written to: Jews and Gentiles who were scattered abroad throughout 

Asia Minor and facing extreme persecution.  

• Theme: To educate and challenge the Christ follower how to live holy lives that 

thrive in a culture of hostility in order that the grace of God would be revealed in 

their lives.  

2 Peter Overview / Reminder 

• Theme / Purpose: To call Christians to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ 

their Savior in order that they can discern false teaching and live in anticipation of 

the Lord’s return 

Today’s message which are reflected in the key verses of each book. 

Be prepared to share the hope that is in you and is available to all 

I Peter 3:15   

But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make 

a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do 

it with gentleness and respect 

o When it is convenient 

o When you are in pain – emotional and physical pain 

▪ Loss of a loved one. Parent, spouse, child, grandchild. 

▪ Divorce 

▪ Mental Health / Addiction issues 

▪ Loss of a job. For men especially, this is hard. Men, we have to be 

careful that we are not finding our identity in our job but be content 

with how God made us and who we are in Christ. At some point, we 

won’t be doing anymore.  

o Over the years, we have seen soldiers and athletes battle 

with their emotions and purpose in life as they transfer out of 

the military and out of sports into a new chapter in their lives 

without those things.  
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    Illustration 

o When it is unexpected 

o When you look for the opportunity and you take it  

o When you are going through the difficult times in your life 

▪ Especially when you are going through struggles 

o It builds character in your life 

o It builds endurance into your life 

o Our response reflects our humility and dependence upon 

God to others 

o It is a living and breathing testament to the faithfulness of 

God and the joy that can be had even in our painful times.  

Application: Even in our pain or in rejection, we are to share the love of Christ and the 

hope that He gives us. 

Transition: A second thing we learned from 1 Peter 5 was;  

Be faithful to stand on the true grace of God to the very end of life 

I Peter 5:12 

By Silvanus, a faithful brother as I regard him, I have written briefly to you, 

exhorting and declaring that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it 

Romans 5:2 

Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we 

stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
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o The grace of God should be your motivation to stay faithful through 

whatever comes your way. It is the resource in the form of the Holy Spirit 

that keeps you faithful. 

▪ He loved us before we loved Him 

▪ He chose us before the creation of the world 

▪ He is making us more and more like Jesus each day   

o Despite our sin 

o Despite our weaknesses 

o Unique in who we are in Christ 

o How then shall we live in our current culture? – Francis Schaeffer 

o How now shall we live in our current culture? -  Chuck Colson / John 

Stonestreet 

2 Corinthians 10:3 – 6 

3 For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to 

destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised 

against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ, 6 

being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is complete 

Ephesians 6:12 – For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places 

▪ Destroy arguments – 2 Corinthians 10:5a – Now we are weaponized for 

battle. Understand Romans 1:18 – 32. God’s passive judgment on men and 

women who turn from Him.  

▪ Put on the armor of God, (Ephesians 6), ask for a covering of the blood 

of Jesus Christ and use the power of your testimony to resist sin and 

the devil.  

Revelation 12:11 

And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 

▪ Know what you believe and why 

▪ Why are you against abortion? Why are you pro-life 

▪ Why are we treating others with dignity – made in the image of 

God. 

▪ Why am I voting? 

▪ Answer the why questions in your life instead of just trying to be 

a moral person.  

▪ Take every thought captive – 2 Corinthians 10:5b – Biblical Worldview is 

essential 
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o Secular vs. Sacred view of God is a wrong view 

Quote: “All of Christ for all of life.” – Voddie Baucham 

o The problem is that people do not have a biblical worldview of civics, 

politics, genders, marriage, abortion, finances, relationships, vocation, 

education, other ethnicities (we are all one human race and some of us 

are more melatonin challenged than others.).  

o We don’t know how to discern the truth that many times is clearly 

found in God’s Word 

▪ I want to give you something very valuable and important as a take away from 

this study. Hermeneutics is the study of how to interpret the Bible and I spent 

an entire semester going through the process and putting into practice these 

basic principles 

▪ These principles are what I apply each and every time I am preparing to 

preach a sermon.  

Presuppositions for Interpreting Scripture 

1. We view the Bible as God’s Word  

o Inerrant, Infallible, and Inspired Word of God 

2. We believe the truths of God’s Word are knowable and able to be 

interpreted 

3. We must respond to what we interpret with our lives 

4. The process of moving from study to practice is something that only God 

can enable and He does so through the illuminating power of the Holy 

Spirit 

o 2 Corinthians 2:14 

o I John 2:27 

o Psalm 119:2 

How to interpret scripture – Exegesis vs. Eisegesis 

1. Read the text over several times 

2. Develop an outline  

o What is the theme of the passage? 

o What is the context of the passage? 

▪ Culture 

▪ History 

o What are the definitions of the words in their original language? 

3. Study using resources to take notes and gain understanding on how to 

interpret the passage 

o Be selective of your resources and understand the background of the 

resources 

o Commentaries, Lexicons, Dictionaries, Maps, Cross references in the 

Bible, other Translations / Paraphrase.  
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4. Begin to put together your interpretation of the passages of scripture you 

are studying.  

o How does this fit with the rest of scripture? 

o What is the passage saying to me personally? 

5. Application 

o What do I need to obey? 

o What do I need to do in relation to my church and other people? 

o How do I put what I have learned into practice? 

6. Suggestion: Have a way to journal or write down what you have learned 

and want to apply.  

Application: God has given to us the truth and the explanation of reality, don’t deviate 

from it.  

Be willing to be persecuted for righteousness’ sake 

o Here is a mini reminder of how to view when we face persecution.. We can’t go in 

detail but here are some key thoughts to be aware of.  

o First, as believers in Christ, accept the fact and be willing to accept that people 

will reject our message. If Christ who is perfect and was rejected on earth, 

remember that we will be rejected and it isn’t us they are rejecting, it is Christ 

who we proclaim so don’t take the rejection personally. That is hard to separate 

in our emotions I know.  

2 Timothy 3:12 

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

Philippians 1:29 – 30 

29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 

believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that 

you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 

o Understand the source of the rejection and persecution and embrace the cross 

and all of its teaching, benefit and wisdom.  

I Corinthians 1:18 

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 

o Remember, you are not alone in facing persecution and there is an eternal 

reward awaiting you as a result of your suffering for righteousness’s sake.  

Matthew 5:10 – 12 

10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and 
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persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you 

o This next verse teaches us to love our enemies and treat them with grace, 

respect and dignity when they revile you.  

Luke 6:35 

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to 

the ungrateful and the evil 

o  Remember that part of the purpose of persecution and suffering is to build 

endurance so we can be faithful to God to the end of our life and run into His 

arms as He says well done, thou good and faithful servant.  

o It also produces hope in this life. Hope of eternal rest in the new heaven and new 

earth that Hebrews, 2 Peter and Revelation promises.  

Romans 5:3 – 4 

3 Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope 

Illustration: Tornado Warning and my kid’s refrigerator boxes – what is 

important? – Picture of a Cardboard House 

o What are the effects of man centered religion; religion without God? Don’t be 

surprised at what you see in the news as things get more grotesque and 

sickening to hear and watch.  

The Downward Spiral of Depravity – Romans 1:18 - 32 

1. Suppress the truth. Paul says “God’s wrath is revealed from heaven against all 

godlessness and unrighteousness of people who by their unrighteousness 

suppress the truth, since what can be known about God is evident among them, 

because God has shown it to them” (vv. 18-19). In other words, they know the 

truth but willingly push it aside. 

2. Dishonor God. “For though they knew God, they did not glorify him as God or 

show gratitude” (v. 21a). They snub the Creator as an unwelcome guest. 

3. Become fools. As their hearts take on increasing darkness, they claim wisdom 

but prove themselves fools, exchanging “the glory of the immortal God for 

images resembling mortal man, birds, four-footed animals, and reptiles.” (v. 23). 

4. Trade reality for fiction. “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 

worshipped and served what has been created instead of the Creator, who is 

praised forever” (v. 25). They worship the creation over the Creator.  
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5. Turn their backs on God. “And because they did not think it worthwhile to 

acknowledge God …” (v. 28). The Creator is no longer worthy of a passing 

thought. 

6. Fill up with unrighteousness. Empty themselves of God and thoughts of Him, 

they fill the void with “all unrighteousness, evil, greed, and wickedness. They are 

full of envy, murder, quarrels, deceit, and malice …” (v. 29). 

7. Celebrate depravity. “Although they know God’s just sentence – that those who 

practice such things deserve to die – they not only do them, but even applaud 

others who practice them” (v. 32). 

• God directly punished people groups who disobeyed Him in the OT 

• God is passively punishing people in our current time. They are letting men 

and women live out, without much restraint and consequences, their passions 

and desires and let the natural consequences of their actions run its course. 

o All the consequences that go with destroying marriage and families 

▪ Results of immoral sexual behavior 

▪ Divorces and the perversion of home situations.  

• Same Sex marriages; swingers; boyfriends / girlfriends 

instead of stable homes with a husband and wife in a 

committed relationship with Christ at the center of the 

relationship.  

• Soon, pedophilia will be accepted – lowering the age of 

consent 

▪ The sexualization of our children in school and in our 

communities 

• Drag Queen shows for families?? 

• Taking away parent’s rights to know what groomers are 

saying to our kids, allowing the change of their sexual 

identity with parents knowing about it.   

o Abortion rights – harboring aborted babies’ parts, allowing death of 

babies up to the point of birth and some states offering bills for babies 

allowed to die even after birth such as Maryland.  

o The legalization of drugs.  

Quote: “One of the political cartoons after our legislative session had a person 

snorting cocaine out of a mountain of white. […] It said, ‘Which of these is illegal 

in Oregon?’ And the answer was the plastic straw.”,” Phil Knight, CEO of Nike 

told the New York Times 

Application: Understand the times and accept the fact persecution is coming for 

righteousness’ sake.  

Be growing continually in the grace and relationship with Christ 

2 Peter 3:17 – 18a 
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17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 

carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But 

grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

Psalm 119:7-8 

The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, 

making wise the simple;8 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

o The more we experience God and grow from what we learn in those 

experiences, the more blessed we are and the more grateful we become.  

Plaque in my office – Start Each Day with a Grateful Heart – Picture 

Application: “Sin will keep you from this Book or this Book will keep you from sin.” 

– John Bunyan  

Be hoping with expectancy in the return of Christ  

 2 Peter 3:18b 

To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen 

The Master Servant – What an amazing God we serve? 

To me, the one of the Bible’s most astonishing image of Christ’s second coming is in 

Luke 12:35–37, which pictures the return of a master from a marriage feast like this: 

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men who are 

waiting for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may 

open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those 

servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 

dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and 

serve them.” 

To be sure, we are called servants — and that no doubt means we are to do exactly as 

we are told. But the wonder of this picture is that the “master” insists on serving. 

We may have expected this during Jesus’s ministry on earth, since he said, “The Son of 

Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” 

(Mark 10:45). But Luke 12:35–37 is a picture of the second coming, when the Son of 

Man comes in the blinding glory of his Father “with his mighty angels in flaming fire” as 

2 Thessalonians 1:7–8 says. Why would Jesus be portrayed as a table waiter at the 

second coming? 

Because the very heart of his glory is the fullness of grace that overflows in kindness to 

needy people. This is why Ephesians 2:7 says he aims “in the coming ages [to] show 

the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 
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What is the greatness of our God? What is His uniqueness in the world? Isaiah 

answers: “From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen 

a God besides thee, who works for those who wait for him” (Isaiah 64:4 RSV). 

There is no other god like this. He never relinquishes the role of inexhaustible 

benefactor of his ever-dependent, happy people. 

The goal for our lives, our children’s lives, and the lives of our grandchildren is found in 

2 John 1:4 

I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we 

were commanded by the Father. 

o This must be the goal of our church through evangelism and intentional 

and I mean intentional discipleship to teach moms and dads, kids and 

grandkids how to endure and be a light as we roam through the darkness 

of this culture. The darkness is touching all of us at some point in our lives 

and family lives if we are honest.  

Application: Stay focused on Christ to the end so that you can run the race and 

endure to the end.  

Key Thought: Are you prepared to face the opposition and endure to the end? 

Conclusion: Illustration: Dave Holdren – money and women  

I Corinthians 10:12 

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall 

Questions to Ponder This Week 

1.   Are you standing on firm footing and confidence in your faith? 

2.   What are your tendencies that you identify that makes you want to give in and quit? 

3.   How will you guard your heart from the relentless pursuits of the evil one on your      

mind and emotions? 

 


