
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

Pastor’s Message 
This is a funny year. That fact is true in a lot of ways, but it’s become evident to the staff and I as 
we prepare for Christmas in that we have no idea what to expect for worship attendance this 
holiday season. In the Beforetime, we could look at trends over the previous years and guess how 
many folks to expect each Wednesday at Advent midweek services or on Christmas Eve, and plan 
accordingly. But then COVID happened; and now, even though we’re getting back to “normal” with 
Advent Soup Suppers and “regular” Christmas Eve worship, we’re still trying to figure out what 
“normal” is. We still have no idea how many of our usual attendees will be taking extra pandemic 
precautions this year, or how many have moved on or gotten out of their old attendance patterns. 
In short, we have NO idea what this holiday season will look like. 

Additionally, this is a funny year for me. Right after Christmas, I’ll be gone for the next 12 weeks, taking my 
parental leave to be home with Ada as Stephanie returns to teaching. That makes the expectation of Advent a 
little different, both for me and for you all as we prepare to welcome Pr. Duane Fister as our interim pastor for 3 
months. I’m busy preparing for his arrival, and you all may be wondering what to expect over the coming winter. 

This unpredictability can be hard on us. For three years now, our congregation has been looking ahead to a 
future that is even more uncertain than usual. Not knowing what to expect or how to plan ahead is stressful. 

In some ways, this is exactly what our annual observance of Advent is meant to acknowledge. Even in the 
Beforetime, it was impossible to know what the coming year might bring—just think about what was happening 
in Advent of 2019! Even in the best of times, life is uncertain. One day, life is beautiful and everything seems right 
with the world, and the next, it seems like everything’s going to the dogs. Then next week, everything changes 
again.  

Advent is a reminder that it is in the midst of this very uncertainty that we are waiting for the return of Christ and 
the fulfillment of God’s promise to bring healing and wholeness to creation. The promise is coming as surely as 
Christmas will arrive on December 25th, no matter what happens between now and then; the only difference is 
that we don’t have a nice calendar to count down the days with chocolates.  

In some ways, however, that very uncertainty invites us to see every day as a day of Jesus’ return. In some small 
way, Christ is coming back every day, bringing just that little bit of hope, of healing, of love to earth. Advent 
reminds us to wait and to watch. The final fulfillment may be still be far off (or maybe not!), but each day that 
passes brings it that much closer and makes it that much more real. 

In the meantime, Advent invites us to be mindful, to be observant. Where is God present in the uncertainty of 
today? Where is God in our changing world, or in the adaptations the Church is having to make? Where is Christ 
present in the choices we make each day, even the difficult ones? How can we see Jesus anew in new people, 
new situations, new ways of being and doing? 

This is a funny year. Sometimes that delights us, other times it dismays us; but the promise is that God is in all of 
it. Each day we live of this funny, uncertain life is a day in which Jesus returns in some small way to sustain us and 
point us again to the “big” return we’re all waiting for. Where are you seeing Jesus show up these days? 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Seth 
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Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email  pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  
In an emergency, you can reach Pastor Seth at 253-448-3481. 

NEWS FROM YOUR COUNCIL:   December 

As 2022 comes to a close, I’d like to take a moment to give thanks for the many blessings we have 
shared this year.  In listing our many accomplishments, I want to thank each of the good and 
faithful members of our congregation that have given countless hours in service to ADLC. 

So, here goes.  We received Willa Vera Windingstad, Clara Mae Paini and will receive Ada Weslie 
McCarthy Novak through Baptism, welcomed thirteen new members this year and we mourn the 
passing of Martha Johnson, Anne Sapp, Dick Werner and David Michaud.   

Many of us are back in the building for worship and meetings but let’s rejoice that our Hybrid 
Worship program is going strong and well attended.  Gathering together again for Advent Soup 
Supper and other opportunities to meet around a meal has been long awaited and much appreciated.   

We have joined in a community venture to support a new Youth Group, which with the help of Jess Gomez, the youth 
minister, is going strong.  Sunday Forum is well attended and in addition to being educational, is always interesting.  Our 
Green Team has helped us make some adjustments to how we do things here in the building, working together to 
reduce our impact on the planet. 

Little Lambs has rejoiced in a full enrollment, adding another class, and hiring a new teacher.  We have a new Care Team 
beginning.  Our parking lot is now a Safe Parking site, and we have a trailer housing a family.  The sale of our rental 
house to Homestead Community should be completed by the end of the year, allowing us to support their ministry of 
caring for foster children.  Reducing our mortgage will also allow us the opportunity to engage in new ministry 
possibilities. 

Through committees we have updated our Constitution, By-Laws, Personnel Guidelines, and personnel job descriptions.  
We have created an Endowment Fund and Gift Guidelines.   

We will end the year in a much better financial situation and our outlook for 2023 is very promising. 

Wow!  I know there are things I have forgotten.  But after it is all said and done, we have come out the other side of 
Covid and the major obstacles it posed.  We have gathered together to continue to worship and support each other.   

Now as we await the coming birth of Jesus, I celebrate with each of you the many blessings of this congregation and 
look forward to worshiping together this Christmas Season.  May we share in the coming year, the riches of our faith in 
Jesus Christ.   

Merry Christmas, 

Lynette Brentin 

Council President 

Lynette Brentin 
Council President 

Shari Shull will offer a 30-minute Advent Organ 
concert on Dec. 2. You are invited to enjoy 
some Advent chorale preludes by J S Bach & 
Johann Krebs interspersed with a few Advent 
carols to sing together.  

     Invite a friend!  

Friday, December 2 at 12:15 pm  
Advent Organ Concert 
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

The Season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.  Advent is an opportunity to reset as we enter 
a new liturgical year.  “Waiting” is a common Advent theme but the texts in Year A invite movement.  
“Come, let us go” and “come to Zion with singing,” proclaims the prophet.  “Go and tell” and even 
the “stir up” prayers for each Sunday suggest there is more to this season than quietly waiting. 

 

This year we will offer a Holden Evening Prayer service on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm, followed by a 
Soup Supper at 6:45 pm.  I hope you will take this opportunity to join us as we focus on:   
 

Nov 30 – Do Less 

Dec 7 – Experience Wonder 

Dec 14 – Hold on to Hope 

 

On Wednesday, Dec 21 – The Longest Night Christmas service will begin at 6:15 pm.  This 
contemplative worship service begins our Christmas celebrations that continue Saturday, Christmas 
Eve at 5:00 & 7:00 pm, Sunday, Christmas Day at 10:00 am and the First Sunday of Christmas on Jan 1 
with Lessons and Carols.   

 

 

Celebrate the holidays with Agnus Dei! 
 

The month of December is full of opportunities to celebrate God’s promises with the whole church 
community. In addition to regular Sunday worship, you are invited to any of the following: 

 

Midweek Advent Worship with Soup Supper (Nov 30, Dec 7 & 14) 

 

Soup Suppers are back! After a long hiatus due to the pandemic we return to a much loved tradition 
of gathering in the parish hall to enjoy soup and fellowship together. Worship with Holden Evening 
Prayer starts at 6:15, with supper and fellowship to follow at 6:45. Anyone can sign up on the board 
in the narthex to bring soup or bread and help with setup or cleanup  

 

The Longest Night (Dec 21) 

 

Our fourth midweek worship falls on the Winter Solstice. Tradition says that nature and all her 
creatures stop and hold their breath to see if the sun will turn back from its wanderings, if the days 
will lengthen and the earth will once again feel the sun’s warmth. As we gather on the Longest Night, 
we will worship with quiet hope and longing, sitting in the darkness to wait for the light of God’s 
promise. This is a Christmas service, but one that is more contemplative and subdued than the big to-
do of Christmas eve. Worship starts at 6:15. 

  

Family-Friendly Christmas Eve (Dec 24, 5 pm) 

Families of every shape and size are invited, no need to have small children along to be part of 
worship. At this shorter worship service, the Christmas Gospel will be told interactively, allowing 
involvement for any who choose, and Silent Night will be sung by the light of glow sticks rather than 
lit, handheld candles. 

Candle-Light Christmas Eve (Dec 24, 7 pm) 

A more traditional Christmas Eve service, packed full of familiar carols and Christmas cheer. We’ll 
share St. Luke’s story of the Nativity and sing Silent Night with handheld candles.  

Christmas Morning (Dec 25, 10 am) 

Sunday morning worship with Holy Communion on Christmas day is one service only. 

Lessons and Carols (Jan 1, 10 am) 

Your chance to sing all those Christmas carols you’ve been waiting for, interspersed with the 
Christmas stories from the Scriptures. There is no sermon, but we will celebrate Holy Communion. 
Once again, there will be only one worship service. 

Everyone is welcome and invited to all of these worship services. We hope that these services will 
help you find the space you need to step out of the busy holiday hubbub when and where you can to 
worship God in the way that you find most meaningful. Here’s wishing you a blessed Advent and 
merry Christmas! 
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Year-End IRA Distribution? 

 With Advent upon us and stewardship activities finished for the year, 
I have had a chance to look back upon 2022. We had a successful 
stewardship campaign in which our congregation pledged more support for 
the ministries of Agnus Dei than ever before. Thank you all for your 
generosity. 

I may have some financial advice for some of you. First, since I am not a 

financial advisor you really should not take financial advice from me. Instead, 

talk to your financial planner. Second, if you need to take a required 

minimum distribution from your IRA, there may be a way to receive a significant tax benefit if you 

donate to Agnus Dei or another charity. Please contact your financial planner and discuss this 

possibility with them. There are some very specific rules that must be followed in order to receive this 

tax benefit. 

Sunday Morning Family Book Club  
Starts December 18th!   

What? Family book club is a monthly gathering of families 
who share in fellowship, a book, and an activity. Each family 
gets to take home a copy of the book. 
 
When? Usually the 1st Sunday of the month…avoiding major 
holidays or other conflicts.  9:45 - 10:45. The 2022/23 dates 
are: December 18 (Christmas), January 8 (Church), February 
5 (Love), March 5 (Psalm 23), April 2 (Holy Week), May 7 
(Pentecost). 
 
Who? The books will be childrens’ books and the activities 
appropriate for all ages. However, family is a big word that 
can mean lots of things.  No need to have a child in tow to 
come and join the fun!  All shapes and sizes of families (and 
people!) are most welcome! 

 
Why? Family Book Club is an idea that came out of a summer meeting of families with young kids.  Sharing in 
fellowship, learning about the Bible and our faith, and having fun together is a priority for the group, but 
realistically, every week is hard to make happen.  As we all work together to figure out what church life looks like 
for young families, this is where we are starting! 
 
Interested? Contact Stephanie McCarthy (845-707-9294 or stephm826@yahoo.com), or use the QR 
code at right to fill out a survey. 

Agnus Dei Book Group 

Book group will be meeting in the couch room on Sunday, December 18th at 
12:15.  We have not yet chosen a book for December, so please be watching 
for more information in upcoming emails.  If you would like to join us, please 
contact Linda Zehnder to be added to the email list.  
 

mailto:stephm826@yahoo.com
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    News From Our Service Committee 
December Outreach-ELCA Good Gifts 

It is the time of year for “Good Gifts” for Christmas.  For many years we have had 
the opportunity to support families in need around the world through the ELCA 
program called “Good Gifts.”  These gifts provide needed assistance to improve 
the lives of the recipients.  You can help provide them with chickens, clean 
water, sheep, grants for women starting small businesses, and many other 
things needed for survival and improved lives. 

Check out the display in the narthex. You will find a variety of ornaments from which to choose. The 

cost of the items you wish to provide are listed right on the ornament. Simply choose ornaments, take 

them with you, and add the amount listed on the ornaments on your offering envelope or on Tithe.ly.  

Be sure to indicate that the added donation is for “Good Gifts”. These ornaments make great Christmas 

gifts for friends and family. You can tie them right to the top of a package or place them in an envelope.  

If you provide a Good Gift in honor or in memory of a loved one at Christmas please complete the form 
and submit it with your offering so we can print the name of your loved one in the Christmas Eve 
bulletin. 

Looking ahead to January– Toilet Paper Drive 
Our  annual Toilet Paper Drive for FISH Foodbank will run through January. TP is a household necessity 
that is often overlooked when folks donate to the foodbank so each year we collect during the month 
of January to fill the shelves at FISH. We will build a “Mighty Fortress” of Toilet Paper in the narthex. 
Bring your donations and we will see if we can build an even bigger fortress than last year! 
 
Did you recently replace your flannel sheets? Your older ones can have a new life as diapers for 

Lutheran World Relief baby kits. Just bring them to the Community room where they will be gladly received! 
 
The Service Committee welcomes new ideas for outreach projects in the new year! Got an idea? The service committee 
wants to hear from you. 
 
Team:  Debbie Snowden, Phyllis Brandt, Linda Zehnder, Linda Ribary, Sheryl Costanzo, Ann Rousseau, Jerry Mjelde, 
Charlene Franz and Ronnie Kulman 

December 4th - Remember those cherished advent potlucks?  Another one is in store.  Keep an 
eye out for a sign-up sheet to bring dishes and other food and drink items.  The sign-up sheet 
will be on the table as you enter the church building.  For those not specifically bringing 
something, there will also be a place to sign-up to help clean up afterwards.  Men in particular 
who do not bring something to eat are highly encouraged to sign up for cleanup duties (which 
includes running the dishwasher—training will be provided by experts).   

This month at 

Forum 

December 11th - Music of Christmas.  Randy Spitzer will lead us in a musical forum of Christmas songs and hymns.  Be 
prepared to sing along with some of them.  Let's bring the joy of music to our hearts. 

December 18th - We will participate with the Sunday morning family book club.  Supporting the young ones and their 
families as we add our presence to the moments together.   

December 25th - No forum on Christmas Day 

January 1st - No forum on New Year's Day 

January 8th - Again we will participate in the Sunday morning family book club.  Join together in this 
multigenerational church family event with emphasis on the experience of the young ones and families in our midst. 
 

Forums are on Sundays at 9:45 am and may be attended in person in the parish hall or on the Zoom platform; the link is 
found on the events tab of our website. 
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We Celebrate... 
DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

2 Harlan Damron, Charlene Franz 

4 Nancy Johnson 

5 Carrick Jackson 

8 Malinda Sheets 

10 Linda Ribary 

11  Grayson McCaleb 

13 Aubrey Beaudette, Patty Martin 

14 Saren Rousseau 

15 Debbie Brueckner, Thomas Brueckner, 
 Gregory Brueckner, Garrett Michaud 

18 Phyllis Brandt, Paul Borg 

19 Guy Johnson 

20 Robert Bridgforth, Brian Naasz, Julie Bell 

22 Joey Brentin, Christina Brueckner 

23  Aaron Hogeberg, Wyatt Rodgers 

26   Lindsey Babare 

29 Dennis Johnson, Jack Oakes 

30 Gwen Daugs 

31  Samantha Carter 

 

DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

3 Chris Hogeberg and Holly Robinson 
Hogeberg 

7 Harry and Gloria Hoiland 

 9 Tom Bradford and Van Hardison 

10 Mike and Debbie Snowden 

23 Mike and Sharlene Evans 

 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Richard and Marilyn 
Hermstad 

 Connie Hummel 

 Ardith Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

*      Sonja Miller 

 George Mitchell 

 Michi Ouichi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

Circle of Welcome -  

Refugee Family Update  

Move-In has happened!  On Saturday, November 5th, this intrepid crew loaded up 5 vehicles and headed to 
Federal Way to help the refugee family’s new apartment feel more like home.  Needless to say, after months in 
the country, they are very excited to be settling into their own place.  Being in Federal Way instead of Tacoma, 
they are now much closer to family and friends.  The weather was rainy and windy the day before and the day 
after, so it turned out to be a perfect window for a moving day!  We will continue to support the family with 
some of the things that were on hold until they were able to find their own place to live.  If you are interested in 
helping with shopping trips, English practice, sorting out the public transit system, or helping with finances 
(budget, banking system, etc.), please contact Debbie Snowden - we’d love to have you join our team.  
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The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Lynette Brentin—Ushers and Greeters 

Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Shari Shull—Assisting Ministers 

Paula Davis—Lectors 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Please contact the office or call these folks directly if you are willing to serve. 
Flowers for worship are needed as well. The sign-up sheet is posted in the 
hallway across from the nametag board.  

Important reminders: 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products make some people sick, especially 
those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical conditions. We ask our entire community to be mindful of this 
and refrain from using perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
As a sign of hospitality to visitors, please remember to wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, please call or 
email the church office or leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

December Serve in Worship Schedule 

Fraud Alert; We Can’t Repeat This Often Enough! 
There has been a recent uptick in scam messages targeted at parishioners 
requesting monetary support for “people in crisis”. Emails and Text messages 
appearing to come clergy in general, and from Pastor Seth specifically, have been 
received by many in our Agnus Dei community. Please remember that Pastor Seth 
will never contact you to ask for money, gift cards or financial information of 
any kind. Never reply to these messages, they are fake. Do not click on any links, block them if you are able, and 
most certainly delete them. 

Thank you to the volunteers 
who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed 
in all areas and training is 
readily available.  

  

Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream Team/ 

Sound 
Ushers/ 
Greeters 

Flowers 

December 4 
8:30 AM Sue Lubash Randy Spitzer Don/Sharon Krump Mike Snowden   

  
11:00 AM Kimberly Morgan Daryl Daugs Ghita Lorenz Doug Page Denny Sapp 

December 7 6:15 PM   Marilyn Colyar Daryl Daugs Don Krump Brentin   

December 11 
8:30 AM Sheryl Costanzo Dave Schinkel Ralph Costanzo Don Kump Costanzo 

  
11:00 AM Elsa Nesbit Bruce Shull Margaret Duncan Linda Zehnder Rebecca Crow 

December 14 6:15 PM   David Salge Ghita Lorenz Bob Nussbaum     

December 18 
8:30 AM Sue Lubash Phyllis Brandt Chuck Carlson Bob Nussbaum Costanzo 

Mjelde 
11:00 AM Rebecca Crow David Salge Marty Beert Rob Powers Denny Sapp 

December 21 6:15 PM Kimberly Morgan   Debbie Snowden Mike Snowden     

December 24 
5:00 PM Rebecca Crow   Rebecca Crow open   

  
7:00 PM Marlene Bridgforth   Charlene Franz Linda Zehnder   

December 25 10:00 AM Suzanne Shema Phyllis Brandt Daryl Daugs Bob Nussbaum     
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All hybrid services are left on Agnus Dei’s YouTube channel for viewing at any time after the service.  

Hybrid events may be attended In-person and online 

 

Advent 1 

Advent 2 

Advent 3 

Advent 4 

 

 

12:15 Inreach/Outeach Team 
Meeting 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

 

Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Lynette Brentin 

Congregational Vice President: Linda Olson 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Julie Bell 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Marilyn Colyar, Charlene Franz, 
Gary Gemar, Dick Ohme, Linda Olson, Linda Ribary, Denny Sapp,  
Sherry Stava 
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Cathy Adair, Sue Horton, Nancy Johnson,  

Salli Middleton, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko Park 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


