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Olivet Baptist Church Spring Business Meeting 
July 10, 2022 

12:05 p.m.to 1:05 p.m. 
 
Mission Statement 
Our mission is to glorify God as a people united in love and committed to continuing the ministry of Christ our Lord on 
earth through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Pre-Meeting Notifications 
The meeting was announced at the Special Congregational Meeting on June 26, 2022, in the bulletin, from the pulpit, 
and in three issues of The Olive Branch. An email was sent to all members and friends of Olivet with notification of the 
Spring Business Meeting and Zoom login details. 
 
The meeting that follows was conducted in person and online using Zoom Meeting technology. 
 
1. OPENING AND PRAYER 

At 12:05 moderator Jason Boyer read today’s reading from the Revised Common Lectionary: Psalm 25:1-10. He then 
led us in prayer. 

 
2. MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS (Jason Boyer) 

Jason referred people to the previous meeting minutes. 
 

MOTION: To accept the minutes from the February 27, 2022, Annual General Meeting and the minutes from the 
special Olivet Baptist Church meetings held on April 3, 2022, May 15, 2022 and June 26, 2022. 
Moved by Kathy Anderson Seconded by Bert Engelmann 

 
AMENDMENT: To remove from the June 26, 2022 minutes the material carried over from the May 15, 2022 
minutes in error and accept the June 26, 2022 minutes as modified. 
Moved by Jacque Killawee Seconded by Cerelina Gurat Carried 

 
MAIN MOTION, AS AMENDED: To accept the minutes from the February 27, 2022, Annual General Meeting and 
the minutes from the special Olivet Baptist Church meetings held on April 3, 2022, May 15, 2022 and June 26, 
2022, as amended.  Carried 

 
3. ROLL CLERK’S REPORT (Gillian Day, Church Clerk) 

Gillian reported that since the AGM in February we have had a number of changes in membership:  

• Clare Morrison was baptised and welcomed into membership; 

• Cynthia Schuh Guedes de Assis and Renato Guedes de Assis were received by interview; 

• Jane and Wade Armstrong and Shirley Anderson Vriend were removed by request; 

• Vi Meech and Phillip Shang passed away; and 

• Lynea Fung was baptised on April 17, 2022 and welcomed into membership on July 10, 2022; Bringing our 
current membership on July 10, 2022 to 112. 

 
She noted that Wangari (Mercy) Karanja was successfully interviewed for membership, but has not yet been formally 
welcomed into membership. 

 
She also noted that she will be reviewing the membership list and emailing people who no longer seem to be active 
members about taking them off the list. 

 
MOTION: To accept the Roll Clerk’s Report. Moved by Doug David 
Seconded by Mary Martin    Carried. 
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4. FINANCIAL UPDATE (Dave Perttula, Treasurer) 
 

Dave 

highlighted that last year at this time we were in a deficit in contrast to this year’s surplus, noting that we are in a good 
financial situation. 
 

Dave gave thanks to God and to the faithful givers at Olivet. 
 

In response to questions, Dave noted that we are below budget on staff salaries, and the impact of new staff will be 
felt more next year. 
 

Dave was thanked by the congregation for his service as Treasurer. 
 
 

5. SENIOR PASTOR SEARCH UPDATE (Jason Boyer and Rob Killawee, Chair, Pastoral Search Committee) 
 

Jason noted that the vote to call Stephanie Fehr as Lead Pastor was approximately 91% in favour, with 67 members 
voting. 
 

Rob noted that they are united as a family about making this move, and will bring enthusiasm and energy to Olivet. 
 

We are in the process of finalizing Stephanie’s terms of employment, with October or November a likely start time. 
 

Housing affordability is a key issue for the family. 
 

Council is reviewing short-term rental options such as a possible rental home in Queen’s Park and the use of one of the 
Olivet Welcome Homes. 
Mark and Brenda Tarrabain noted that their home is available as a temporary option.  
 

In response to questions, Jason noted: 

• The suite upstairs (at Olivet) is being rented and used by Makarios 

• Council feels that assisting them with a home purchase is not a viable option 

• We do not have a formal commitment with Journey Home for the use of houses as refugee housing 

• Two years ago when the Lydia Place project was first envisioned, we advised Journey Home that the situation 
with the homes could change 

• The dialogue with Journey Home is a difficult one 

• Journey Home is currently paying Olivet $800 per month for each home 
 

Members noted 

• The short-term housing that the Olivet homes provide is of critical importance to refugees 

• If we provide one of the houses next door to the Fehr family, there should be a time limit and then the house 
should return to refugee housing 

• The arrival of the Fehr family may be an opportunity for us to improve the condition of the homes 

• We have supported pastors with housing in the past (Olivet used to have a manse) 

• It is often good for families to rent in a new area for a few months in order to get familiar with the location 

• The housing market appears to be trending downward 

• In terms of the Lydia Place project, the Committee is waiting to hear from Co:Here about whether 
redevelopment into financially sustainable housing is viable, and if not, we will once again be facing the 

Item 
June 2022 

Actual 
June 2022 

Budget 
Actual vs 

Budget 2022 
June 2021 

Actual 
Offerings 192,693 204,746 (12,053) 170,633 
Special offering 11,730 12,075 (345) 13,018 
Other income 27,127 28,758 (1,631) 37,046 
Total receipts 231,550 245,579 (14,029) 220,697 
Total expenses 225,040 236,396 (11,356) 240,336 
Surplus (deficit) 6,510 9,183 (2,673) (19,639) 
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question of what to do with the houses 
 

Next Steps 

• Scott Fehr is coming to tour the two houses with Mark Ferguson on July 23 

• We will then get a sense of whether the family is interested in one of the houses 
 

Jason asked for prayer for the July 23 visit, for the continuing dialogue with Journey Home, and for discernment about 
the appropriate use of the homes. 
 

6. BC CONVENTION AGM UPDATE (Associate Pastor Jocelyn Melder) 

• Olivet is part of two groups, the BC Convention and the CBWC - the Canadian Baptists of Western Canada. 
Jocelyn will report on both. 

 

In terms of the BC Convention, there is bad news and good news. 
Bad news 

• Larry Schram reports that resignations are common among our BC churches and retirement conversations are 
happening earlier than originally planned. 

• 60% of CBWC pastors will be past the age of 65 in nine years. 

• In the month of June, 29 senior and lead pastors left their churches in BC (going back to school, or changing 
careers, or facing COVID fatigue, or retiring). 

 

Good news 

• There are three main ministries that come out of BC: 
- Keats Camp - launching a campaign to upgrade and expand the camp. 
- Carey Theological College and Carey Hall - feeling called to offer more student housing and 

making plans to build. 
- Hope Hill (formerly Beulah Gardens) - addressing the challenge of offering low-income housing for 

maturing adults in one of the most expensive markets in Canada by redeveloping its Rupert 
properties. 

• Coming out of COVID, these three ministries are rethinking, responding to reality, and building. 

• Exciting things are happening. 
 
7. CBWC 2022 ASSEMBLY UPDATE (Jocelyn) 

• Teri Jones reported on the Assembly at the Church service on June 5 

• One procedural change has been made to update the way that the Convention credentials pastors: pastors will 
no longer be licensed but will instead be credentialed. 

• Note:  Jocelyn is in the process of being credentialed, which is one step on the way to becoming ordained. The 
change in terminology is not affecting where she is in the process. She is not currently ordained. 
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Summary of Voting Results 

 
The Identity Statement was approved by close to 70% of the delegates, with an amendment about adding more 
scriptural references. 
 

It was noted that Olivet voted 56% in favour of approving the Identity Statement. 
 

Jocelyn noted that not everyone who came to the Assembly was prepared for the motions, and she is proud of Olivet 
for doing the advance work. 
 

Jason noted that Olivet was aligned with the Convention on four of the amendments but not aligned with four others. 
 

Voting on Motions 2 and 3, which are concerned with the practical applications of Motion 1, was deferred to 2023, to 
the Assembly June 1-3, 2023, in Calgary. 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS / Q&A 
Question:  Can Pastor Stephanie be referred to as our Lead Pastor (not Senior)? 
Answer: In our job description we posted for a Senior Pastor but we have the choice of Senior vs Lead. Going forward 
we can call her our Lead Pastor. 
 

Q: Is Stephanie ordained? 
A: No she is currently part of a denomination that does not ordain women. But she will start her ordination process 
with the CBWC when she comes. 

 
9. CLOSING 

Jason led the congregation in the Lord’s Prayer. The meeting concluded at 1:05. 
 

MOTION: To adjourn by Lois David . 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Gillian Day, Church Clerk Jason Boyer, Moderator 


