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“Then Jesus turned, and saw them following, and saith unto them, what seek ye? 

In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost Amen!” 

This Sunday next before Advent is the last Sunday of the Church Year! For century 

after century, Holy Church has invited her children to journey with our Blessed Lord Jesus 

Christ, as we mark His most Holy Life among us. And so with each of us here today, we 

come to the end of another year of Grace and Mercy in our Christian lives. 

How blessed we are to have had yet another opportunity to walk the Life Giving road 

that leads to the glories of Heaven in intimate communion with Him who is the Life and 

Lover of our souls! Each of us must surely thank Him from the bottom of our hearts, as we 

reflect on the many ways our Lord Jesus Christ has supported us; or the many times that He 

has answered our call for support and courage, and for His reassurance, when He has been 

so quick to run to us in our darkness and doubt, with a word of forgiveness and hope! 

So this Sunday Next Before Advent is a time for remembrance and reflection isn’t it 

dear friends? A time to kneel in humble thanksgiving before His Throne of Grace, in quiet 

gratitude for His loving patience and love toward us. 

Today’s Gospel reading recounts the Testimony of St. John the Baptist, and to the 

calling of the first Apostles. Seeing the Lord, the Baptist identifies Him as the Very Lamb 

of God, the Sacrificial Offering who will willingly be slain for the sins of the world! Two of 

John’s disciples are inwardly touched by this wonderful pronouncement, and immediately 

follow JESUS! As they begin to follow Him, Jesus asks them an all important question-

“what seek ye?” They ask Him where He is dwelling, and He invites them to “come and 

see”. The rest of the Gospel account relates the calling of others who would later play such 

an important roll in the proclamation of the Gospel. 

Dear friends, as we reach the end of this Church year, and prepare to enter again into the 

mystery and wonder of Christ’s promise to return next week, we need to ask ourselves the 

same question that our Lord asked those newly called followers of His! Each of us must be 

clear in our minds and hearts about who or what we are seeking as Christian believers! Are 

we seeking simply a way of positive thinking as we follow Christ? Do we understand Christ 

to be simply a wonderfully virtuous teacher who can show us how to live a successful and 

happy life? If this is our understanding of the person and work of Christ, we are missing the 

truth about who Jesus is, and what following Him really means. Let each of us receive Him, 

and follow Him as He truly is-the Eternal and life giving Son of the Father! He is the Word 



made Flesh-the One who has descended from the Heavens to be our great Sin-Bearer: the 

One who is the true and only hope for all of the sons and daughters of this darkened and 

confused world! It is this Jesus who we must seek, and love if we are to find that which is 

true and lovely in our lives. 

It is this Jesus that our Holy Mother the Church presents before us, and invites us to 

love with humility and simplicity of heart! 

This last Sunday in the Church Year is not only a time for gratitude for past blessings, 

but it is a day to look forward to the Sacred Season of Advent! Advent will prepare us to 

receive our Lord when He comes again as our Judge and King, as well as helping us to 

enter into the unspeakable joys of the mysteries of His Incarnation and Holy Nativity. 

The Return of our Lord Jesus in Glory and Majesty to our world is a Christian Truth 

that not often thought about by many Christian folk, and yet it will mark the final Victory of 

Christ over all the enemies of our souls. Christ will come again to us to call us to Himself in 

love, and to receive us as His Bride - His Love! 

Advent will encourage each one of us to be prepared, to have our hearts and minds 

settled upon the really important things of life, to have our inner lives centered upon the 

things of the Kingdom! It is so wonderful that we have this ordered approach to the 

mysteries of our faith isn’t it? Year after year the Church guides us into an ever deepening 

encounter with the True and Living God! Each year we walk with our Blessed Lord through 

His Most Holy Life, and little by little, are transformed into His Sacred Image. Isn’t this 

what each of us truly want in our heart of hearts? Don’t every one of us here long to be 

more faithful, more centered upon the things of God? More open to the hidden influence of 

the Holy Ghost in our lives? 

Of course this is true, but it is also difficult! It involves inner struggle, and often we 

realize that we are not who we want to be! But if the Church year teaches us anything, 

surely it is that the true life and health of our souls is not so very far away! The Lord 

watches over us with such pity and love, and He is ready to come to us if we will only call 

out to Him with faith and confidence! 

This Church year has drawn to a close, and a new possibility for growth in grace lie 

before us! Let none of us lose heart over the past, but let us embrace this new Church Year 

with joy and expectancy. Who knows what graces our Blessed Jesus has in His hands for 

us. Who knows the wonders of His love that He is preparing to pour upon us this year? 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the son and the Holy Ghost… 


