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1. Christian author/pastor John Piper writes: “Life is not a straight line leading from one blessing to the next and then 
finally to heaven. Life is a winding and troubled road. Switchback after switchback. And the point of biblical stories 
like Joseph and Job and Esther and Ruth is to help us feel in our bones (not just know in our heads) that God is 
for us in all these strange turns. God is not just showing up after the trouble and cleaning it up. He is plotting the 
course and managing the troubles with far-reaching purposes for our good and for the glory of Jesus Christ.” 
What would you says to someone about his statement? 

2. God’s providence is a belief that is easier to accept when everything is going well. Yet, life never goes the way we 
plan. What do you think of the following statements about God’s providence from two Puritan pastors: 
a. Thomas Watson, a Puritan pastor in England during the 1600s wrote: “There is no such thing as blind fate, 

but there is a Providence that guides and governs the world. Providence is God’s ordering all issues and 
events of things, after the counsel of His will, to His own glory. The wheels of the clock seem to move contrary 
one to the other, but they help forward the hands of the clock.”  1

b. Henry Law, a Puritan pastor who lived in England during the 1800s, wrote: “No sparrow falls, no leaf decays, 
but in accordance with God’s ordering mind. Chance is a figment of a dreaming pillow. Chance never was and 
it never can be. Thus, to the child of God there is no trifle or unimportant event. Momentous issues often hang 
on quick words, on sudden looks, on unintended steps.”  2

3. Take your name and insert it in the following statement: “_______________ (your name), for such a time as this.” 
By inserting your name in the blank space, what does that mean for you? 

4. When we get to Esther 5-6, things move very quickly. Read Esther 5:1-2a in your sermon notes.  
a. When the Hebrew Old Testament was translated into Greek about 100 years before Jesus’ birth because the 

official language of the Roman Empire was Greek, the Jewish/Hebrew translators took some liberties. They 
added additional verses that were not in the original text. For example, after Esther says to Mordecai in 
Esther 4:16. “I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” They added this verse 
to state what happened when Esther enter King Xerxes’ court without being called by him, “Esther’s heart was 
pounding with fear. When she had passed through all the doors, she stood before the king. Raising his face, 
flushed with color, he looked at her in fiercest anger. The queen stumbled, turned pale, and fainted. He 
sprang from his throne in alarm and took her up in his arms until she revived and comforted her with 
reassuring words.”  Read Deuteronomy 4:2, 12:32 and Revelation 22:18-19. Have you ever added something 3

to a story you told about God and you? if so, why? Why do you think some want to change a biblical story or 
share their walk with God in a not full truthful way? 

b. Read Esther 5:2b-3 in your sermon notes. King Xerxes seems to be really taken with Esther. He extended his 
royal scepter to her sparing her life. He then offered her up to half his kingdom. Whether he literally meant this 
or was speaking metaphorically, why do you think he said this? 

5. Esther is shrewd in her request to King Xerxes.  
a. If she only had invited the king, Haman probably would have been suspicious and even paranoid. Have you 

ever baited someone to lead them to where you hope they would go? How did it go? 
b. Read Esther 5:5-6 in your sermon notes. Both King Xerxes and Haman attended the banquet she had 

planned for them. At the banquet, King Xerxes asked Queen Esther what was her wish, promising a second 
time up to half his kingdom to her. He obviously felt she had set Haman and him up for something or wanted 
something. He has been around the blocks a few times as well. Have you ever had someone set you up for 
something they wanted? What was it and how did it go? 

6. Read Esther 5:7-8 in your sermon notes. Instead of telling the king what she wanted, she delayed, saying before 
she made her request known to the king, she wanted to give Haman and the king a second banquet the next day. 
This was rather bold because she could offend the king and lose everything. Why do you think she did this? 

7. Here she is staring “Hitler” (Haman) in the face and the king. She probably was scared to death, but she put on an 
Oscar performance that all was well. Her goal was to save all the Jews from being killed from the edict the king 
had ordered at the advice of Haman. 
a. What Esther did not know at the time was that Haman was about to construct gallows to kill Mordecai the next 

morning before going to the second banquet. The whole point of the second banquet was to save Mordecai 
and all the Jews. If Esther had learned the next morning that Haman had already killed Mordecai, do you think 
she would have still had the second banquet? Why or why not? 

b. Old Testament scholar Stephen Davey writes: “This is why the Book of Esther is not a revelation of how clever 
people are—it’s a dramatic demonstration of how clever God is. The story is filled with people who continually 
try to plot and scheme their will into existence but, all along, God was weaving their schemes into His will of 
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redemption.”  Take your Bible and read Proverbs 16:9 and Proverbs 21:1. Where have you seen this in your 4

own life? 
8. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 5:9-10. Mordecai (a Jew)  was not helping the situation at all with 

Haman (an Amalekite). The Jews and Amalekites had hated one another for 900 years. Mordecai kept pushing 
Haman’s buttons. Haman is filled with rage but for the moment he restrains himself. He made a quick decision not 
to let Mordecai “rain on his party.” He wanted to share the good news with his wife and friends.  
a. When has God helped you control yourself by not letting someone “rain on your party?” 
b. Read Esther 5:11-13 in your sermon notes. In some way, we could give Haman the name “Narcissus.” Have 

you ever met someone whose ego was so big there was not any room left in the room for anyone else? How 
did you handle it? 

c. We live in a culture that is about “one-upmanship.” For example, do you know someone who gets a promotion 
and they have to make sure you know why they were chosen. Or, they purchased something you can’t afford 
and they make you look at it, admiring it. Or, they take a trip and come back. You have to endure the endless 
play-by-play and see all the pictures they took. It’s their way of rubbing it in. Be honest. How do you feel? 

d. Jealousy and envy are two dangerous and deadly sins. Though you might not literally kill someone, you can 
kill in other ways. For example, someone starts to share with you something good in their life and as they do, 
you start interrupting with comments about yourself. You are “raining on their party.” When someone shares 
something good in their life, do you simply listen and encourage them or do you find ways to interject yourself 
to make you look good as well? Explain. 

e. Read James 4:2-3 in your sermon notes. How does verse 3 apply to you? 
9. Here is a challenge: between November 20-27 (Thanksgiving Week), do not grip, complain, whine or covet 

anything or anyone. Just give thanks to God for His blessings to you. And when you feel the urge to grip, 
complain, whine or covet, stop and thank God for something good in your life. Will you commit to do this? 
a. Question: Is there anything blocking your vision about God’s providence, God’s goodness and God’s grace to 

you today? Are you gripping something so closely to your heart and wants that it’s keeping you from seeing 
anything from God or anyone or anything else?  

b. Read Philippians 2:3-4 and Psalm 73:25 in your sermon notes. How can you apply these to your life? 
10. Read Esther 5:14 in your sermon notes. Haman’s wife Zeresh gave a solution to her husband. She said to him, 

“Erect a pole 75 tall and then have Mordecai impaled on it before you go to the second banquet by Queen Esther. 
This way everyone will fear, respect and bow to you. Make an example out of Mordecai.”  
a. This is when God’s providence intervened and did the great reversal. Read Esther 6:1-2 in your sermon notes 

and the 3 ways this benefited Esther and Mordecai. Some read this and think it was just a coincidence. NO! 
This was God’s providence. Of all nights for the king to have a sleepless night without knowing why, it was the 
same night before Mordecai’s planned execution. What does this tell you about God’s providence. 

b. Of all historical records to read, do you really thing the king’s historian just “happened” to turn to and read 
about Mordecai saving the king’s life from a planned assassination plot and how nothing had been done by 
the king to thank him? This was not a coincidence, but God’s providence. How does this help you? 

c. Read Esther 6:3-9 in your sermon notes. Haman’s inflated ego led him to think in Esther 6:6 that the king 
wanted to reward him. So, when asked how should the king reward such a man, Haman told the king how he 
personally wanted to be rewarded — not knowing the king was referring to Mordecai. Haman didn’t want to be 
treated by the king; he wanted to be treated like the king. Have you ever wanted to be treated like someone 
more powerful or wealthier or more influential than you? Why? 

d. Read Esther 6:10-14 in your sermon notes. Haman has egg on his face. What a great reversal here by God. 
He can’t execute Mordecai now. Esther and Mordecai had no knowledge of Haman’s plans to execute 
Mordecai the next morning, but God did. So, what does this tell you about God’s providence? 

11. All of us are going to go through circumstances that are out of our control. But as God’s child, we have to remind 
ourselves that God is working behind the scenes to get His will accomplished. Read Psalm 94:14 and Psalm 
94:19 in your sermon notes. What lessons and promises from God can you apply to your life from these verses? 

12. All of us are going to have unpredictable experiences in life. Life has a way of coming at us from “left field” without 
in prior warning. Read Psalm 46:1, Proverbs 3:5-6 and Romans 8:28 in your sermon notes. Take each passage 
and write out a one sentence personal application for you. 

13. We live in a world where sin is unstoppable for now. It is so easy to give up hope that God is actually in charge. 
Read Psalm 121:4 and Isaiah 55:8-9 in your sermon notes. How do these verses help you trust that God is 
working behind the scenes when sin is rampant and out of control? 

14. Old Testament scholar Stephen Davey writes: “So when you have trouble sleeping, He’s awake with you. And 
when you finally drift off to sleep, He doesn’t. Because God is never tired, you can be. Because God never 
sleeps, you can. You don’t have to be in control of situations or circumstances or people, because God already is. 
Even when the sun has disappeared and only the stars are visible, His angelic messengers are whirring about the 
universe doing His bidding. The events of life are His horsemen riding upon the winds of His will. His actions and 
counter-actions, His plans and counter-plans, are moving with perfect precision and perfecting power.”  Does this 5

help you with God’s providence — the great reversal? If so, in what ways?
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