
 

 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
 November 27, 2022  

Rev. Paul Tomkiel, Pastor 



Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both 

Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the 

Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain 

and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of 

salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and 

meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
 

Prelude - Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising  (Raymond H. Hann) 
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Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God: 
we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your 
paths. We prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your 
creation. Purify us with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 
we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your coming among us. 
 

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Gathering Hymn – Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying   (ELW 436) 

 
 

*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
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KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you.  
 

P: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
A: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
*hymn – People, Look East (verse 1)     (ELW  248) 

 
 

Prayer 
P: Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. You hold us in our waiting and keep us 

awake to the world. You show up in our lives at unexpected times. Bless us as we light this 

candle to keep vigil for your arrival. We trust that even though we do not know the day or 

the hour, you hurry to gather all people to your peace.  A: Amen. 
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Word 
First Reading – Isaiah 2:1-5 
The prophet Isaiah lived in the 8th century BC, at a time when Assyria was conquering its neighbors, 

including Israel. His message in a time of universal warfare was universal peace, with spreading from 

the temple in Jerusalem, the focus of God’s presence on earth. Heights were sacred places – close to 

heaven – and of them all, Jerusalem will be the highest, that is, the most holy. 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 122 (Sung to the tune Morecombe [ELW 800]) 
This psalm was sung by the crowds traveling to Jerusalem for one of the great festivals held at the Temple.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

1 I           was     so       glad      when         they    said    un  -   to         me, 

2 See     now     Jer    -   u      -    sal     -      em,     the     ci   -    ty         great, 

3 There stand  the   thrones     for            judg -ment   set     by         God— 

4 “May   there  be      peace      with      -    in      your  walls    al   -     ways; 

5 Peace   be    with  -    in          you,          the    peace   of     our        God. 

“Let             us      go      up             to            the house  of         the      LORD.” 

Built            as       a        ci       -      ty           close com- pact  -   ed       well; 

Thrones      of     the   house         of            Dav -  id      for        the     land. 

Pro      -     sper  - it    -    y            with     -     in     your   cit    -     a    -  dels.” 

So,              for    the     sake           of            the  house of         the     LORD,  

Our        feet   are      stand  -  ing              here    with  -  in    your      gates, 

To         which the      tribes      go               up—  tribes   of     the       LORD, 

Pray        for    the      peace    now             of         Jer   -   u   -  sal    -  em: 

So           for    the       sake       of              broth -  ers     and    of       friends, 

  I            will   seek      your     pros     -      per   -    it    -    y     and      good, 

  O            bless’d Jer    -    u   -  sal   - em,  of          all              a   -      dored. 

 To            praise His      name, as       He told         Is    -        ra   -        el. 

“May            all    who      love   you     pro-sper     well,         and        stand. 

   I                will   say,    “Peace  be     with you,    peace         in            full.” 

  O           bless’d Jer    -     u   -  sal   -  em,  of         all              a   -      dored. 
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Second Reading – Romans 13:11-14 

Paul expected the return of Christ to happen at any moment, and ends his letter to the Romans, like 

most of his others, with advice about how to live in the short time remaining to us. 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor 

of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in 

debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
Show us your steadfast | love, O LORD,*  

   and grant us | your salvation.  
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*Gospel Reading – Matthew 24:36-44 
Every year the Gospel for the first Sunday of Advent is from the end of the year’s Gospel, as Jesus before 

his Passion teaches his followers about the impending end of time and the return of the Son of Man. 

Today we begin a new year, in which the Gospel readings will mostly be taken from Matthew. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so 

will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the 

ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will 

be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and 

one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one 

will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is 

coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 

night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his 

house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour.” 
R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day – The Day Is Surely Drawing Near         (LBW 321) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

purge the 
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Invitation to Baptism 
*Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns 

for new hope. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to 

the urgent needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite 

people of all faiths in your redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of 

sharing resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and 

protect endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the 

neighbor. Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting 

peace in the land of Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict may be named). God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. 

Comfort the grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who 

are sick or needing your care (especially). God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide 

congregations in transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to congregational councils, 

call committees, and ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for 

mission. God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the 

faithful who now rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the 

saints with rejoicing. God, in your mercy, 
A: hear our prayer. 
 

L: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers 

and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering - Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel  (Paul Manz)  

 

Offertory – Bring Many Names (verse 3)        (ACS 1094) 

 

 

 

      

 
 
 
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ 

our Savior. A: Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will 

also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus  
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, the Beginning and the End, 

our Salvation and our Hope, 

we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty. 

When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. 

At this end of the ages 

your Son Jesus came to bring us your love 

and to heal all the suffering world. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 

we await his coming again 

in righteousness and peace. 

Send your Spirit on us 

and on this bread and wine we share: 

strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, 

and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion  
Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
 

Lamb of God    
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  
 

*Communion Hymn – Of the Father’s Love Begotten        (ELW 616) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. 

 
*Post-Communion Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207)  

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 

in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. A: Amen. 
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Sending 
Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. A: Amen. 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn – Rise, O Sun of Righteousness    (ELW 657)  

 

 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude - Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn  (David Lasky)



 

 
 

Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..…. Lauren Muthler 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Jeff Muthler  

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright (c) 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS000528. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright (c) 1989, Division of Christian Education 

of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Hymns 

reprinted and streamed under OneLicense Annual License, A-726322 for Aug 11, 2022 - Aug 10, 2023. Words found in psalm taken 

from Seedbed.com, written by Tim and Julie Tennent. Permission is granted to use these metrical settings for public worship with 

acknowledgement of the source. Permission is not granted for commercial use or financial charge. 

 
 

 
 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/

