
Sermon Notes
Text: Jonah 4:1-11

Intro:

Jonah 3:10 - 4:1 - God “changes his mind” and doesn’t destroy Nineveh, 
but Jonah is very angry about it. 

Isaiah 5:20

Who would you prefer not to see in heaven when you get there?

Exodus 34:6-7 (the most quoted verse in the Bible)

Jonah’s attitude reminds us of the story of the prodigal son (Luke 
15:28-32. 

• The older brother is angry at the Father’s mercy, and refuses 
to celebrate the younger brother’s return home. 

Final thoughts on Jonah:

1. God loves his creation, and everyone in it. 

Exodus 33:11

2. Sometimes, all that people find in the church, are Jonahs and older 
brothers.  

Conclusion:

How should we welcome people?

Connect Group Discussion

Warm up:
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1. What stood out to you about Sunday’s sermon? What was 
interesting? Confusing? Weird? Thought provoking?

2. Jonah was very angry at God. What role do our emotions have in our 
relationship with God? What emotions do you tend to feel in your 
relationship with God?

Study & Discussion:

1. Jonah’s motivation for running away from Nineveh is revealed in v. 2. 
What is it? Did you see this coming? Did you assume a different 
motivation? Why or why not? 

2. Read James 1:19-20. What does this passage say about anger? 
Should we never be angry? When is anger the appropriate response, 
if ever? Is it ever ok to be angry at God? Why or why not?

3. How does the story of the prodigal son relate to the story of Jonah 
(Luke 15:11-32)? 

4. Do you have any final thoughts, or unanswered questions about the 
story of Jonah?

Practice:

1. Who would you prefer not to see in heaven when you get there? It 
could be someone you know, or just a horrible person from history. 
Examine your reasons and take those to God in prayer this week.  

2. Jonah had a hard time welcoming the Nineties into the family of God. 
The older brother had a hard time welcoming the younger brother 
back into the family. Who are you having a hard time welcoming? 
How can you welcome someone this week? At church. In your home. 
At your workplace. Or elsewhere. 

Prayer:
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