
Nehemiah, man of prayer and action

NEHEMIAH 1-3



BOOK OF NEHEMIAH

1. Restoring/maintaining a 
relationship with God

2. Perseverance and 
faithfulness to God

3. Caring for God’s 
people/community



NEHEMIAH 1:3-4
They said to me, “Those who survived 
the exile and are back in the province 
are in great trouble and disgrace. The 
wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and 
its gates have been burned with fire.”

When I heard these things, I sat down 
and wept. For some days I mourned 

and fasted and prayed before the God 
of heaven.



1.PEOPLE OF PRAYER - NEHEMIAH 1
5 Then I [Nehemiah] said:

“Lord, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who 
keeps his covenant of love with those who love him and keep his 

commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your 
eyes open to hear the prayer your servant is praying 
before you day and night for your servants, the people 
of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and 

my father’s family, have committed against you. 7 We have 
acted very wickedly toward you. We have not obeyed the 

commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses.





NEHEMIAH 1:11
Lord, let your ear be attentive to 

the prayer of this your servant and 
to the prayer of your servants who 
delight in revering your name. Give 

your servant success today by 
granting him favor in the presence 

of this man.” 

I was cupbearer to the king.



50%

18-29 30-49 50-64 65+

Men Women

Prayer habits of US Christians - Pew Research 2021





NEHEMIAH 2:4-5
The king said to me, “What is it you 

want?”

Then I prayed to the God of 
heaven, and I answered the king, 
“If it pleases the king and if your 

servant has found favor in his sight, 
let him send me to the city in Judah 
where my ancestors are buried so 

that I can rebuild it.”



2. PEOPLE OF ACTION 
NEHEMIAH 2:17-18

Then I said to them [officials], “You see the 
trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and 
its gates have been burned with fire. Come, 
let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we 
will no longer be in disgrace.” I also told 
them about the gracious hand of 
my God on me and what the king 

had said to me.

They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.”
So they began this good work.



NEHEMIAH 3
Rebuilding and repairing the gates and walls

Who?

•Priests & officials
•Regular people
•Sons & daughters
•‘Out-of-towners’

•Temple servants 
•Goldsmiths 
•Perfume-makers
•Merchants



NEHEMIAH 3:28-30
Above the Horse Gate, the priests 
made repairs, each in front of 
his own house. Next to them, 
Zadok son of Immer made repairs 
opposite his house… Next to 
them, Meshullam son of Berekiah 

made repairs opposite his 
living quarters.



EPHESIANS 3:20

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us,



NEHEMIAH 3:1

Eliashib the high priest and his 
fellow priests went to work 

and rebuilt the Sheep 
Gate. They dedicated 

[consecrated] it and set its 
doors in place.



JOHN 10:7,9

Very truly I tell you, I am the 
gate for the 

sheep…whoever enters 
through me will be saved. 

They will come in and go out, and 
find pasture.


