Wisdom is Smart!
James 3:13-18

James unfolds yet another crucial aspect of our faith, wis- dom. Someone can be extremely knowledgeable and yet not be wise! Godly wisdom is an essential gift because it enables us to choose rightly and experience God’s blessing.

I. Question #1: What is Wisdom?

A.  More than Knowledge (II Tim. 3:7) - 

1. Knowledge - intellectual ______ of information.

2. Wisdom - ability to _______ what’s true/lasting.

B.  Two Distinct Types (I Cor. 1:20) -
 
1. Worldly - Temporal - Godless - Demonic

	2.  Divine - Eternal - Godly - Spiritual

II. Question #2: From Where Does Wisdom Come?

A. Conversion (2:14) - 

B. Reverence (Ps. 111:10) -

C. Scripture (Ps. 119:97-100) -

D. Prayer (Jam. 1:5) -

III.  Question #2: What Is a Wise Person Like?

A. Pure & Genuine

B. Peaceable & Gentle

C. Persuadable

D. Merciful

E. Productive

F. Decisive

The wisdom of God stands in stark contrast to the world’s wisdom. God’s wisdom is a gift and when we walk in obedience to His truth (wisely) we are transformed!
Going Deeper:

1. If you were asked the difference between know- ledge and wisdom, how would you explain that distinction from a godly perspective?

2. Can you recall a particular choice you’ve made in which you knew you were acting in a wise manner?

3. Why is Proverbs 3:5-6 such a powerful description of what it means to stop trying to navigate life using our own perspective and to begin to rely on God? 

4. As you consider how godly wisdom is imparted, is there one or two primary ways that most often give you the wisdom you need to make right choices? What tend to be your “go to” sources?

5. Proverbs 14:12 speaks of the consequences of following your own wisdom, apart from God’s Spirit. Do you see why James is so blunt in his exhortation about our need for godly guidance?

6. Personal: Is it your habit, as you are faced with decisions, to first ask God for His wisdom (1:5) or does this tend to be an afterthought?

Questions for Our Kids:  

1. Do you know some very smart people? Who is the smartest person you know? Why do you think they are so smart?  

2. James says someone can be really smart but not be very wise. God is the One who makes us wise. Can you talk with your Mom and Dad about what it means to be a wise person? 

3. The Bible tells us that we are to ask God to make us wise. When we do this, He helps us to do the right things and to make the right choices. Can you ask God to make you wise? 

