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1. Everyone handles suffering differently. When it comes to suffering, how do you typically handle it? Are you a 
warrior who prays to God or do your thoughts, imagination, and fears prey on you? Do you panic or do you praise 
God? Do you fear or step out in faith? 

2. After the villain, Haman, convinces King Xerxes to kill every single Jew in the Persian Empire, which would 
include Mordecai, who stopped a plot to assassinate the king, Mordecai goes into overload with Esther. 
a. In 1984, a movie was released called Beverly Hills Cop. One of the theme songs performed by Glen Frey 

was, “The Heat Is On.” In Esther 4, the “heat is on” Mordecai and Queen Esther. Take your sermon notes and 
read Esther 4:1-3. Mordecai and Jews in the Persian Empire go into traditional Jewish mourning because 
they are suffering. They are walking around looking like someone from “The Walking Dead” or  “zombies.” 
Answer this question: What does it take for God to get your attention? Has God ever used suffering to get 
your attention? If so, when and how? What were the results? 

b. Answer this second question: Throughout the day, how much of you time would you say you give to thinking 
about God, the things of God and God’s Word? Take a guess. Do you think this is enough? Why or why not? 

3. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:4. The edict to kill every Jew in the Persian Empire will take some 
time, but Mordecai has put himself in a position to lose his life sooner for two reasons.These two reasons terrify 
Esther. Read the two reasons in your sermon notes. Have you ever been around someone who calls themselves 
a Christian and they say something and/or they do something that insults other Christians and shames God and 
God’s Word? How did you react to them? 

4. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:5-7. Many Bible scholars believe that Queen Esther was unaware of 
the king’s edict to kill all the Jews at this point. She was “in the dark” so to speak. Has anyone ever done 
something that was going to bring you pain and you learned about it “second hand?” How did you feel? React?  
a. Remember, it only took 30 pieces of silver to bribe Judas to betray Jesus. “In Jesus’ day, 30 pieces of silver 

was the amount a master paid to buy or sell a slave. The amount was equivalent to 6 months’ pay."   1

b. Question: What is the price you can be bribed? Is the price money? A need to be popular, accepted, or in 
control? It is a position? A title? Subjectivism (your own opinion verses biblical truth)? Is it Intellectualism? 
Education? A degree? Is it politics? Social issues? Where are you vulnerable to be bribed? 

5. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:8-9. What Mordecai has told Esther to do requires her overcoming 
three problems: 
a. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:10-11a. Persian law dictated that in order to come before the king, 

you first had to be summoned. If you came on your own, and the king did not extend his scepter to you, you 
were put to death? So, Esther has a legal problem here. Does she risk her life to attempt to save her people 
the Jews by violating Persian law? When and where have you had to overcome either a legal problem or 
legalism? How did you do it and what was the final outcome? 

b. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:11b.  
i. Bible scholars say that while the king’s interest in Esther was waning, his interest in his harem had been 

growing. He is still having a teenage virgin girl brought to his bedchamber each night. Esther faces a 
personal problem. The king’s interest in her has waned because she has not been summoned to the king 
in a month. What personal problems have caused you to feel there is no solution calling to you to come 
out of that suffering, or addiction or sin, or struggle and etc.? 

ii. Haman, an Amalekite and descendant of King Agag, has a grudge against the Jews. It would be easy to 
see this as personal, but in reality it is spiritual. Why? The devil hopes that he will finally get every single 
Jew killed so that there will be no future Jewish Messiah. Which do you tend to see your problems as: 
personal or spiritual and why? 

d. Many Bible scholars believe that King Xerxes may not have known that Esther was not Persian. Persian law 
stated that a Persian queen had to come from one of the seven royal families. Esther did not. If she tells King 
Xerxes she is not Persian after a four year search to find a new queen, but Jewish, this could embarrass and 
humiliate the king publicly. He could order her immediate death just to save face. Have you ever done 
anything wrong to save face? If so, what was it and why? What was the outcome? 

e. Esther faced a third problem. Persian law stated that for any petition to be made before the king, it first had to 
go through the Prime Minister. Haman, who wants all the Jews dead, is the Prime Minister. If she goes to him 
and communicates this to him, she would reveal her secret to him — she is Jewish. In the world of Star Trek, 
this is called “The Kobashashi Maru” — a scenario you will lose no matter how many attempts you make to be 
successful. The king’s interest in her has waned and what was her initial reaction? Do nothing. Has there ever 
been a situation where you felt there was no way to win, so you did nothing? If so, what was it and why?  

6. Take your sermon notes and read Esther 4:12-13. Sometimes, when we are suffering we can experience what is 
called “the paralysis of analysis.” So, we throw ourselves into our work, or career or education or something else 
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thinking, if don’t deal with it, we will be safe. Mordecai passionately stressed to Esther that doing nothing was not 
an option. This is one of his defining moments in Esther 4:12-14. He pressured her to come clean and reveal who 
she really was — Jewish. 
a. Read Joshua’s words in your sermon notes to the Hebrews in Joshua 24:14-15. Joshua knew God and God’s 

Word. How is Joshua’s speech a defining moment for him, the Hebrews and how can you relate to it? 
b. In 1 Samuel 17, a young shepherd boy named David is asked by his father to leave the sheep and take some 

food and supplies to his brothers who are fighting the Philistines in the Israeli army. When David gets there, 
he sees this huge giant taunting the Israeli army. No one will fight him. David said in 1 Samuel 17:29, “Is there 
not a cause?” (KJV). David knew God, God’s Word and he knew God can bring down any giant. How was this 
David’s defining moment and how can you relate to it? 

c. Question: Are you a God-fearing, Christ saved and serving obedient Christian who believes the Bible without 
any personal opinion or subjectivism? Do you let God’s Word speak for itself or do you read into it what you 
want it to say to you? Why? 

7. Read Esther 4:14a in your sermon notes. 
a. Mordecai has another defining moment. He shows it in a metaphor he uses the Jews had as a name for God. 

He uses the word “place.” This particular Hebrew word [ָּמ֣קֹום, maqom] was used by Jews to refer to God as 
“The Place.”  Mordecai didn’t know what God was planning, but he knew that God was planning. When you 2

are suffering, is that enough for you? Why or why not? 
a. During WWII, Jews hid everywhere they could from the Nazi’s. On the stone walls in a cellar these words 

were inscribed from a Jew who was hiding for his life: “I believe in the sun when it is not shining; I believe in 
God even when He is silent.”  When you are suffering and God seems silent, is your faith in God strong or 3

weak? Why or why not? 
b. Read Esther 4:14b in your Bible or sermon notes. Mordecai lays it on thick. He tells Esther that if she tries to 

hide in the palace, she can’t hide from God. For such a time as this God placed her to be king to be used by 
God to stop the annihilation of the Jews. 
i. Isn’t this the greatest motivation to serve God today? It’s not about fearing the future. It is not about 

fearing death. It is not about fearing where the economy is going. It is about stepping out in faith to be 
used by God to accomplish His will for the salvation of humanity. It is about us saying, “Here I am Lord, 
send me. I want to be part of what you are doing.”  

ii. Old Testament Bible scholar Steven Davy writes: “The call to discipleship is not just a call to surrender—it 
is an invitation to join the rescue efforts of God’s Spirit throughout the world as the Father searches for 
those who will worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  4

c. God will build His church with or without us. Read Matthew 16:18 and Matthew 28:19-20a in your sermon 
notes. The same God who said Matthew 16:18 also said Matthew 28:19-02a. God is inviting you and me to 
join Him where He is already working. How and where do you need to open your eyes and realize God’s 
greater purpose for you? Where are you playing it safe and why? 

8. To the meet the challenge, read the first thing Esther did in Esther 4:15-16a in your sermon notes. Now read 
Jesus’ words in Matthew 17:21 in your sermon notes. Why do you think the Bible encourages us to fast when we 
are suffering? 

9. To meet the challenge, read the second thing Esther did in Esther 4:16b. Most Old Testament Bible scholars say 
“my young women” refers to Jewish women. How would this help her in their fast? 

10. To meet the challenge, read the third thing Esther did in Esther 4:16c-17 in your sermon notes. Esther finally 
surrenders to God with no assurances of the outcome. Old Testament Bible scholar Steven Davey writes, “Esther 
had discovered that “there is no safety in a significant life … there is no significance in a safe life.”  Do you agree 5

with this? Why or why not?  
11. Suffering can create defining moments in our lives. They can cause us to become the disciple God wants. Read 1 

Peter 3:17 and 1 Peter 4:13. What do these verses say to you that help you take your suffering and use it to 
become the disciple God wants you to be? 

12. Defining moments do not have to be sensational or dramatic. Rather, most simply lead us to take small steps 
towards obedience where we live out publicly what we are — a Christian — by obeying the voice of God. Read 
Matthew 10:33 and 2 Timothy 2:12 in your sermon notes. What do these passages say to you about living out 
your name (e.g., Christian) boldly and publicly? 

13. To maximize a defining moment, I have to push against and through my fears to get involved where God wants 
me to be through faith despite my suffering. Read 2 Timothy 1:7 in your sermon notes. How can you do that? 

14. Take your Bible and read Hebrews 11:1 and Hebrews 11:6? Where is God wanting you to get involved where He 
is already working? Will you? Why or why not?
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