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Introduction to the day
Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” finds ironic
fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the
world as humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise.

WELCOME (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES)
PRELUDE All Hail the Power of Jesus Name (Diadem) Mixed Ensemble

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.
Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge
our failure to love this world as Jesus does.

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.

We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven *F and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God'’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



Kyrie (tune: My Father, How Long)

Leader sings parts marked "A"
Congregation sings parts marked "C"
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HYMN OF PRAISE Rejoice, for Christ Is King! (ELW 430)
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1 Re - joice, for Christ is king! Your Lord and king a - dore;
2 Our Sav-ior Je - sus reigns, the God of truth and love;
3 His king-dom can - not fail; he rules o’er earth and heav’n;
4 He sits at God’s right hand till all his foes sub - mit
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re - joice, give thanks, and sing, and ftri-umph ev - er - more:
when he had purged our stains, he took his seat a - Dbove:
the keys of death and hell are to our Je - sus giv’'n:
and bow to his com-mand and fall be - neath his feet:
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joice, a - gain I say, re - joice!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: LAUS REGIS, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. We worship you,
we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make
this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

TIME WITH CHILDREN



FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6

A reading from Jeremiah.

'Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.
’Therefore thus says the Lorp, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not
attended to them. So | will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. *Then | myself will
gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where | have driven them, and | will bring
them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. “I will raise up shepherds over
them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any
be missing, says the LORD.

>The days are surely coming, says the LorD, when | will raise up for David a righteous Branch,
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the
land. °In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which
he will be called: “The LoRD is our righteousness.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
*though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
°The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
'The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
“The LorD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



SECOND READING: Colossians 1:11-20

A reading from Colossians.

“May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may
you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully *’giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. **He has
rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,
“in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; ‘*for in him all things in
heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions
or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. *’He himself is
before all things, and in him all things hold together. ‘*He is the head of the body, the church;
he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in
everything. *“For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, ’and through him God was
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace
through the blood of his cross.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
A Refrain (sung by all)
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Sing we  al-le-lu-ia, prais-es to the Lord. Al-le-lu -ia, Al-le-lu - ia!

GOSPEL: Luke 23:33-43

The holy gospel according to Luke.

Glory to you, O Lord.

*When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. **[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for
they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. **And the
people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” **The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, *’and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!” **There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

**0One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” “°But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God,
since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? “*’And we indeed have been
condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” **Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”
“*He replied, “Truly | tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

The Head That Once Was Crowned (ELW 432)

T f I t i

==

:

S

4 To

==

all

r

2 The high-est place that
3 The joy of
them the cross, with

who

s

af - fords 1s  his
a - bove, the joy
its shame, with all

heav’n
dwell
all

1 The head that once was crowned with thorns is crowned with glo - ry

now,

by sov-reign right,

of

all  be

its grace, is

- low
giv'n;

3 T_

Ty

™

0 &
P A

-

T
o«
N

7K

a roy - al
the
to  whom he
their name, an

di - a-dem a-dorns the

man - i - fests his love, and grants
ev - er - last-ing name, their joy,

might - y
King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav'n’s e -

vic -tor’s
ter - nal

his name to

the

joy of

brow.
light.
know;

heav’n.

»

»

=

Ty

Tt

—

.

2L EEY

s £

5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst'ry of his love.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Let us pray to our heavenly Father
who created all things in heaven and on earth.

He knows our needs and the needs of the world

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!

and reaches out with love and forgiveness to reconcile all things to himself.

We pray for the church throughout the world

asking God to forgive us for the divisions that separate us
and to heal the wounds that those divisions have caused.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

We pray that the church, Christ’s body,

may be united and strengthened by Christ himself

who holds all things together and has first place in everything.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

We pray for all who hold the power and responsibility that comes with authority.
We pray that the spirit of Christ the King will teach them humility



and a willingness to stand alongside those who depend on them for leadership.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

We pray for all who suffer pain and mental distress

through illness or through the cruelty of others

We pray that God’s power and spirit will strengthen them

and bring them the healing and peace that belong to Christ’s kingdom.
Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

We pray for the saints who have gone before us
and now live in God’s eternal light,

giving thanks for their witness and encouragement
and praying that we will share in their inheritance
within the kingdom of God’s beloved Son.

Lord in your mercy. Hear our prayer

Heavenly Father,

you have rescued us from the power of darkness.

Help us to walk in this world as citizens of your kingdom of light
where Christ reigns as King in glory for ever and ever. Amen.

AMEN

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING — THANK YOU! YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church

app!

OFFERTORY Crown Him with Many Crowns Mixed Ensemble



Oftertory Hymn, "Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring" (tune: Barb'ry Ellen)
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I.Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring To placeup-on your ta-ble.
2. The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.
3. Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares We lift in pray'r be - fore you.
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We do not wor - ship as we ought But on - ly as we're a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dai - ly food Be-comes a ho - ly trea-sure.
Lord, by your grace, now come to us As hum - bly we a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God,

You bless us with gifts of guidance, new life,

growth in grace, and fruitful labor.

Accept the first fruits of time and toil,

field and orchard we offer here.

Bless and multiply these gifts to our nurture

and the care of your creation;

for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God,

through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Through your Son,

you taught us that true riches

are to be found in loving you

rather than earthly treasure.

For your glory,



and to give us the fullness of life and salvation,
Christ emptied himself upon the cross

and was raised in power

to sit at your right hand.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth

and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your nhame

and join in adoring song.

Sanctus (tune: Shady Grove)
A u Verses (sung by leader)
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Refrain (sung by all)
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glo - ry fills the whole wide earth, God of pow-er and might.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy God,
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food,

you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance.

You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life,
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven.
You sent your Son to eat with sinners
and to become food for the world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,

his life given for us

and his rising from the grave,

we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting feast.
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal:

strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want,

and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,

in your holy Church,

both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Just as this broken bread was first scattered on the hills, then was brought together and
became one, so let your Church be brought together from the ends of the earth into your
kingdom, for yours are the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever.

Amen.

COMMUNION

The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.

10



Agnus Dei (tune: The Suffolk Miracle)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and nurture. We rejoice that you have
used the harvest of field and vineyard to renew and sustain us. Lead us as we go from this life-
giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your cherished creation, through Jesus
Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS GIVING TREE, DAN HAS ANNOUNCEMENT

BLESSING

God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.



SENDING SONG Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven (ELW 864)
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1 Praise, my soul, the God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.
2 God be praised for grace and fa - vor to our fore-bears in dis-tress.
3 Frail as sum-mer’s flow’r we flour - ish, blows the wind and it is gone;
4 An - gels sing in ad - o -ra - tion, in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for-giv -en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as  mor - tals rise and per-ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!

Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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Text: Henry E Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.

SERVING TODAY: Presider/Preacher: Chad Huebner; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector:
Jane Unger; Time with Children: Puppets!; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: Anne Sparks;
Ushers: Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Melody; Children’s Church Lead: Lucy Crawford
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