
Incumbent’s Message  
My Dear Saints of God at All Saints,  
I have been thinking this week about stewardship and that aspect of our Christian life. God gave the 
first humans a mandate to work and care for the world He created. God made our first parents stewards 
of His created world. A steward is someone who is appointed to take care of or look after another’s 
property. That duty is now ours. I am most certain that you all have heard and even taught our 
Christian duty of sharing our time, talents, and treasures and in that care for the creation.  
If we want to learn about stewardship, we must begin with the scriptures and learn from the Holy Writ 
what is God’s desire for us with regards to His creation as well as His bride the Church. It may be a 
surprise to learn that if we put all of Jesus’ words together, they will only be 2-3 hours long. More 
surprising is to learn that the single most frequent topic that Jesus talked about was money and our 
relationship with it. Is it any wonder that our relationship with money can impact our relationship with 
Jesus?  
Stewardship cannot be separated from giving and in giving we must remember that God has called to 
Generosity. In Proverbs 11:25, King Solomon, one of the richest and wisest men who ever lived, 
declared, “A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.” We need to 
remember that all we have were given to us by God. Our body is His; Your strength is His; your youth is 
His; your age is His; your intellect is His; your time is His; your money is His; your talent is His; your heart is His. 
This is the center and, indeed, the solution of all. The Lord said to Simon, "Do you love me?" (Jn 21:16, 
17). He wanted this affection first and foremost.  
So far, I presented two points, first all we are and all we have belongs to the Lord and is a gift from 
God. The second truth is that our Lord Jesus Christ desires our love. God’s motive in creation of the 
world and humanity had been love. Out of love he created a good world and wants us to love Him. Now 
the question is how loving the Lord can be manifested in the context of stewardship and giving? The 
question is not how to give? How often? And how much? Do we have to give to the home church? Or is 
it okay to send money elsewhere? And what about tithing? Is that the minimum requirement for 
Christians or the maximum? The question is “Do you love me?” Before making an attempt to answer 
the question of giving, let me draw your attention to two Biblical passages that for our purpose serve as 
the sides of the same coin. One is found in the book of Haggai and the second one in the book of 
Malachi. In Haggai 1:2-11 we read,  
“Thus says the LORD of hosts: These people say the time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the 
LORD.” Then the word of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet, “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins? Now, therefore, thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. You have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never 
have enough; you drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. And he 
who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes. “Thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider 
your ways. Go up to the hills and bring wood and build the house, that I may take pleasure in it and that 
I may be glorified, says the LORD. You looked for much, and behold, it came to little. And when you 
brought it home, I blew it away. Why? Declares the LORD of hosts. Because of my house that lies in 
ruins, while each of you busies himself with his own house. Therefore the heavens above you have 
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its produce. And I have called for a drought on the land 
and the hills, on the grain, the new wine, the oil, on what the ground brings forth, on man and beast, 
and on all their labors.”  
We see one side of the coin which is God withholding His blessings. There is a misconception regarding 
our God and that is, the God the Old Testament got angry but the God of the New Testament never 
becomes angry. The truth is there is only one God. The God of scriptures never changes. The same sin 
which made Him angry in the Old Testament times will anger Him in the New Testament times too. 
Now let us look at the second passage from the book of Malachi. In chapter 3, verses 6 to 9 we basically 
read the same indictment against the people of Israel, only with a more personal and stronger language.  
Mal 3: “For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. From the 
days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and 



I will return to you, says the LORD of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ Will man rob God? 
Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. But verse 10 flips the coin and 
we see the other side of it. In our Prayer Book we learn that God’s property, whose nature is to have 
mercy. We are confronted with the mercy of God and even beyond. He challenges His people to put 
Him to the test. This is the only place in the entire scriptures where God is offering us to test Him.  
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the LORD of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a 
blessing until there is no more need. I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the 
fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the LORD of hosts. Then all 
nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the LORD of hosts.  
We have two pictures before us. If we withhold our offerings, God takes it personally and considers our 
action as “Robbing” Him and we eventually are going to miss out on His many blessings. But if we give 
generously, we can expect from Him many blessings in return as we can never out-give God.  
Now, back to the other question, “How much are we supposed to give?” I have struggled with this 
question both in my own personal life and as a pastor when confronted by it. It wasn’t until I came 
across this quote from C.S. Lewis that I felt like I had ever heard a truly compelling “rule” for Christian 
generosity. He says, “I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare. If our giving 
habits do not at all pinch or hamper us, I should say they are too small. There ought to be things we 
want to do but cannot do because our giving expenditures exclude them.”  
I encourage you my dear Saints of God to keep these points in mind as you plan on giving to God. Give 
out of love, give till it hurts, and give knowing that God can never be out-given and He will bless you, 
not necessarily in money or worldly blessings, but He will bless you with every heavenly blessing 
according to His riches in glory.  
Your brother in the bonds of the Gospel,  
The Rev. Fariborz Khandani + 


