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WELCOME AND LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we gather as people 
who live and work and pray on traditional and ancestral land of the Blackfoot people of the Canadian 
Plains. We give recognition to the Blackfoot people past, present, and future, and to the Metis Nation 
of Alberta, Region III. 
 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
Advent is coming! Next week we begin the season of Advent with the lighting of our first Advent 
candle. The first candle is the candle of Hope, followed each successive week by the candles of Peace, 
Joy, and Love. Please join us in this special time of preparation for the Lord’s coming among us at 
Christmas. 
 
AS WE GATHER . . . Jeremiah’s promise of the execution of “justice and righteousness in the land” 
finds ironic fulfillment in the execution of Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It appears utterly 
contradictory that a king should be crucified with a criminal. This victory appears for all the world as 
humiliating defeat. Yet through the gate of death Jesus opens the door to paradise. 
 
Let us take a moment to prepare our hearts and minds for worship.  
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GATHERING SONG  – “Come and See” W&P 29 
 

 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The assembly stands.  

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty 
God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through 
faith. Amen. 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE  “This is the Feast”  (ELW p. 148) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
It is our delight to pray. O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is unending joy. 
We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, 
and make this world into a fit habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING  Colossians 1:11-20     
 
A reading from Colossians. 

An early Christian hymn praises the mystery of the political, personal, and mystical Christ, the one who 
was present at creation and is eternally reigning with God. 
 
May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has 
enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and 
on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—
all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from 
the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 
 
A brief silence 
 
For the word of God in scripture, 
for the word of God among us, 
for the word of God within us, 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  “Alleluia”   Setting 4 ELW 151 
 

 

 
GOSPEL  Luke 23:33-43  

The holy gospel according to Luke the 23rd chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one 
on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they 
are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the 
leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, and saying, “If you 
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 
 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you 
are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we 
are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, 
“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will 
be with me in Paradise.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY “O Christ the Same” WOV 778   
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for your church. Embolden denominations and faith-based organizations in creative and 
collaborative ministries and increase our work for the sake of the gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the earth. Protect waterways from pollution and animal habitats from destruction. Guide 
us in careful stewardship of waters, plant life, and animals. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for the nations of the world. Instill in every leader’s heart a desire for justice and peace. 
Support the work of international collaborations that seek the goals of health and joy for all people 
especially Myrtle, Sharla, Debi, Marion, Arne, Thelma, Eva, Dave & Trudy, Tiffany, Blair, Corrie, Pastor 
Dick & Jan, Helene, Patrick, Jack & Shirley, Eowen, Grace, Margaret, Mary, Ann, Clayton, Nancy, 
Rosemary, Shellene, Sheila, Judy, Miriam, Pastor Kathy and Darcy, Doreen, and Margaret. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
We pray for all who are undermined or oppressed. Amplify the voices of the unheard and break open 
stubborn systems of injustice. Bring about your righteousness and fill us all with your redeeming light. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
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For those who are engaged in the Ecumenical Campus Ministry, that their service will continue in your 
love. Guide in their walk with you Bill & Jean Peifer and James, Mackenzie, Anderson & Oliver Penner. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
 
 
Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
 
MEAL 
At this time we prepare for the communion meal.  We sing as we set our table. 
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“Blessing, Honor, Glory” ELW 433  
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray. God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You bring 
forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for 
the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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“You are Holy”  ELW 525   
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Holy God, you alone are holy, 
you alone are God. 
  
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
We praise you, O God. 
  
Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; 
into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
We bless you, O God. 
  
We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; 
with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
We thank you, O God. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Remembering his love for us on the way, 
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
  
We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
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Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, 
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, 
in your church, without end. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven 
 hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
     on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever, Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Christ invites you to this table. 
Come, taste and see. 
 
 

Together let us take and eat, the body of Christ given for you 
Together let us take and drink, the blood of Christ shed for you 

 
 
COMMUNION 
The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
COMMUNION SONGS – "Come, Come, Come"   
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“Jesus, Remember Me”  ELW 616 
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“Beautiful Saviour”   ELW 838 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table 
with food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world, 
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING OF COMMUNION     IF COMMUNION KITS ARE PRESENT 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah 
with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are 
sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this 
sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING 
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BLESSING  
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG “Soon and Very Soon” ELW 439 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. We will! 
 
 

 

 

COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 

MUSIC & LITURGY 

1. “Come and See” Text & Music: Lenny LeBlanc, Text & Tune © 1989 Doulos Publishing, admin. The Copyright Company.  

Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence #547407.  

2. “O Christ the Same” Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b.1926, Music: Irish tune, arr. John Barnard, b.1948.  Text © and arr. © 1982 

Hope Publishing Co.  Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence #547407. 

3. “Blessing, Honor, and Glory” Text:  Geoff Bullock & David Reidy; Music:  Georff Bullock & David Reidy.  Text & Music © 1998 

Word Music, LLC and Maranatha Music, admin, Music Services, Inc.  Reproduced with permission under CCLI Licence #547407. 

4. “You Are Holy” Text: Per Harling, b. 1945, Music: Du AR HELIG, Per Harling.  Text & Music© Ton Vis Produktion AB, admin.  

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

5. “Jesus, Remember Me” Text: Luke 23:42, Music: Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994.  © Les Presses de Taezé, admin.  GIA 

Publications, Inc.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444.  

6. “Beautiful Savior”    Public Domain 

7. Liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 

Annual License #SAS104021 

 

VIDEO 

 

“Come, Come, Come” video: Song by Malcolm Gordon 2020. Video produced by Jason Williamson of Neon 

Mammals and funded by the Anglican Schools of Aotearoa New Zealand and Polynesia. Used with permission. 
 

 
Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-712444, and CCLI Licence #547407. All rights reserved. 

 
 

 


