
 

November 20, 2022 

Preparing for Advent 

Communion 

 

+ WE GATHER TO WORSHIP GOD + 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE  Prelude on Gibbons’ “Song 24” (Lighten the Darkness) – Healey Willan 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP – Luke 1:68-70 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 

because he has visited and redeemed his people. 

He has sent us a mighty Savior 

from the royal line of his servant David, 

just as he promised 

through his holy prophets long ago. 

Now we will be saved from our enemies 

and from all who hate us. 

He has been merciful to our ancestors 

by remembering his sacred covenant— 

the covenant he swore with an oath 

to our ancestor Abraham. 

We have been rescued from our enemies 

so we can serve God without fear, 

in holiness and righteousness 

for as long as we live. 

“And you, my little son, 

will be called the prophet of the Most High, 

because you will prepare the way for the Lord. 

You will tell his people how to find salvation 

through forgiveness of their sins. 

Because of God’s tender mercy, 

the morning light from heaven is about to break upon us, 

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

and to guide us to the path of peace.” 

 

HYMN ELW 311 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

GREETING 

The grace of the prophet of the Most High,  

the love of the God of Israel  

and the communion of the Spirit of peace be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE ELW 266 All Earth Is Hopeful 

All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 

Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 

this, the labor of people who struggle to see 

how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 

 

Mountains and valleys will have to be prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 

Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 

All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in haste! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as 

people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

+ WE HEAR GOD’S WORD + 

 

FIRST LESSON: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

The Word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 510 Word of God, come down on earth 

Word of God, come down on earth, 

living rain from heav'n descending; 

touch our hearts and bring to birth 

faith and hope and love unending. 

Word almighty, we revere you; 

Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 

 

At the beginning of the reading: 

The holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

At the conclusion of the reading: 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 255   There's a Voice in the Wilderness 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them with 

the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 

ADULT CHOIR  I want to walk as a Child of the Light 

– Kathleen Thomerson, arr. Benjamin Harlan 

 

OFFERTORY 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground.  Receive these 

simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your mercy and love for all in need 

of your healing and justice.  We ask this through Christ our Savior.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

From the silence, Zechariah speaks a word of blessing over his son, John, the one sent to point the way 

to the coming Messiah.  His prophecy foretells God coming into the world—of light dawning in weary 

spaces. With confidence, we open ourselves up to God, inviting God into those weary places. 

 

God of silence and God of words,  

we come before you with hearts that are weighed down with sadness,  

with lives that are filled with activity but not much meaning.   

We know you desire so much more for us than we are capable of achieving on our own,  

so we invite you in as we turn our faces to Bethlehem to witness your coming again.   

Forgive us for ignoring your blessing.   

Forgive us for being too busy to seek you in the darkness.   

Forgive us for squandering your light.   

Help us cling to your presence and your blessing.  Amen 

 

Family of faith, 

we who are weighed down are free to leave the weight of our sadness in this space. 

We are forgiven and claimed by the God whose light breaks into the darkness of our world, reminding 

us that we have been blessed to be a blessing to others. 

From generation to generation, this is the good news of the gospel. 

In Jesus Christ, we are seen, know, forgiven and always loved. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

  



 

+ WE ARE FED AT GOD’S TABLE + 

 

SHARING THE PEACE 

Reconciled to God, we share a sign of peace with those around us. 

The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

COMMUNION LITURGY 

 

It is right, our duty and our joy…And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 

 

WE SHARE THE MEAL CHRIST GAVE US 

Communion will be shared continuously.  Please come forward down the center aisle and return to your 

seat by the side aisle.  You will receive the bread from the pastor and then be invited to take a pre-filled 

cup from the tray held by the communion assistant.  Wine is in the clear cups and grape juice is in the 

purple cups.  Empty cups can be placed in the bowls at the end of the first pew as you return to your 

seat.  All are welcome! 

 

MUSIC DURING COMMUNION ELW 490 Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
 

TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth in the body and 

blood of Christ.  As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, sustain us and 

strengthen us by this holy mystery.  Guide us toward your promised future, coming to birth in Jesus 

Christ our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

+ WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE IN GOD’S NAME + 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BENEDICTION 

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that 

from generation to generation, 

we have been claimed and loved. 

From generation to generation, 

God has been by our side. 

From generation to generation, 

we are not alone. 

 

 

 

 



The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow 

knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, 

saying, “Go be the person you are called to be, 

love wildly, do justice, and come back soon.” 

May it be so. Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 264 Prepare the Royal Highway vs. 1, 3, 4  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace.  Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE    Savior of the Nations, Come – Paul Manz 
 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

Please continue to keep the following people connected to our congregation in your prayers: Bob Moran, 

Brian Allebach, Charles Krupp, David Mounts, Leah Crater,  

Steve Keyser, Sydney Crossin, Andrew Robison,  Hailey Mientus, Silas Reed, Ruth Jadick, Pat Ernst, 

Janet Stees, Joan Miller, Pastor Jennifer Phelps, Kassondra Sowden, Paige & Peyton Seasock, Kathleen 

Casey and Barry Yoder. 

  

Mark Your Calendar  

Wednesday, Nov. 23  10am Dwelling in the Word 

    7pm Community Thanksgiving Service  

     at Palm Schwenkfelder Church in Palm 

Thursday, Nov. 24  THANKSGIVING 

    Office Closed 

Friday, Nov. 24  Office Closed 

Sunday, Nov. 27  Poinsettia Orders Due 

    10:15am First Sunday in Advent 

 

Community Thanksgiving Eve Service will be Wednesday, November 23 at 7pm at Palm 

Schwenkfelder Church in Palm.  The preacher for this service will be The Rev. Dr. David Williams from 

New Goshenhoppen UCC, East Greenville. 

Open Link is collecting food for Thanksgiving needs through November 18th.  Top panty needs 

this Thanksgiving include mashed potatoes, stuffing, canned sweet potatoes, canned pumpkin, canned 

green beans, cranberry sauce, mixed fruit in juice, canned corn, muffin/cake mix and $10 to $20 gift 

card to Weis/Redner’s for turkey or ham.  Please make sure all donated items are within a good 

expiration date. 



Coffee Bar Needs help! — Please consider being in charge of the coffee bar for one or more Sundays. 

What that means is:   bringing in treats to share. Bagels with cream cheese, mini-muffins, donut holes, 

cookies, pre-packaged snacks (like Poptart, Nutragrain or Belvita Bites) setting out the treats and 

plugging in the coffee  and cleaning up the coffee.  Sign up at 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EACAD2FAA8-coffee  

The Card Crew needs cards!  If you have greeting cards - Birthday, Thinking of You, Get Well, 

Christmas, blank... any cards to donate, please leave them on the table in front of the kitchen.  

Blood Drive  There is a critical need for blood donations.  We will be hosting a blood drive on Friday, 

December 2nd both are from 1-6pm. Sign up at www.redcrossblood.org  Please give, if you can. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Christmas Poinsettia Order Form 
Orders are due in the church office by Sunday, November 27th. 

Name:          Phone Number:    

  

  

  

  

 

Please return this form in an envelope marked Poinsettia Flower Order on the outside to the church office  

or offering plate. Please provide exact cash or checks made payable to “St. John’s Lutheran Church”. 

Please indicate how you would like the flower donation listed in the Christmas Eve bulletins (use back, if 

needed): 

 
In honor / memory of 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

by 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Plant Information -     

_____ Total # of 6” plants ($8 each) 

 _____ Red  _____ White   

_______ Total # triple 8” plants ($10 

each) 

After Christmas worship, 

_____ Please give my poinsettia(s) to  

homebound members. 

_____ Please hold my poinsettia(s) for me to pick  up  

(pick up after the 10PM service on Christmas Eve) 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D4EACAD2FAA8-coffee

