Faith & Works!

James 2:14-26
James has been criticized as someone who contradicts the doctrine of salvation by grace alone (2:24). Some feel that his emphasis on a believer’s work undermines the com- pleted work of Christ. But rather than contradicting grace, James says that our actions (deeds) confirm the power of God’s redemptive grace in us!   
I. Misunderstanding of Biblical Faith:
A. Saved by Faith or Works? - 
· Faith (Eph. 2:8-9)
· Works (Eph. 2:10)
B. Is James in Conflict with Paul? - 
· Emphasis - Root vs. Fruit
· Perspective - Fire vs. Smoke
II.  Characteristics of Genuine Faith:
A. Not Indifferent but Involved (2:15-16) -
B. Not Invisible but On Display (2:18) - 

C. Not Just the Mind but the Heart (2:19) -
III.  Dangers of a “Mirage” Faith: 
A. It Deceives Us (2:19) - 
B.  It Disillusions Others (2:16) -
C. It Determines Our Destiny (2:14) -
James is warning us to not be the victim of a “mirage” faith. When we truly trust Christ, that faith will always be evidenced by obedience and supernatural transformation!
Going Deeper:
1. Do you think James has placed too much emphasis on our works? Could he be misunderstood by some?
2. If someone asked you to explain what James means when he says that “faith without works is dead”, how would you respond? 
3. Can you see a clear connection with today’s pass- age and James’ emphasis in chapter 1 on “genuine religion”? If someone asks you if you are a religious person, how would you respond? 
4. According to James, what are some of the conse- quences of a declaration of faith in Christ without a demonstration of belief? 
5. We see through these passages, that faith/trust in Christ is a dynamic thing. It has the power to systematically change us. Can you see the crucial importance of obedience in this process?
6. Personal: Are you finding your life to be progress- ively transformed as you walk in step with God’s Spirit? Are you yielding to the truth of the Word so that Christ’s character is becoming yours?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. Do people ever say that you look like your parents? Who do you look like most, your Mom or your Dad? 
2. How can people tell that we are a member of God’s family? What will they see about us that shows them we belong to Christ? 
3. When you join a team (soccer, football, volleyball) do you change as you play that sport? When we become a child of God, what are the changes that happen to us? 
