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Welcome and Announcements  

Brechin United is an Affirming Congregation, which is a denominational designation, declaring 

that this is a place where you are loved, in all of who you are, without discrimination based on 

sexual orientation or gender identity, cultural background, ability, age, or economic 

circumstance.  

Today, November 20th, is International Transgender Day of Remembrance.  Established in 1999, 

this day calls our awareness, prayers and love to all trans people whose lives have been lost to 

hateful violence.  In today’s prayers of the people we will add our voices to the worldwide call 

for safety, justice and respect for trans and nonbinary people.  

 

Land Acknowledgement  

This land on which we gather is the traditional land of the Snuneymuxw people.  They have lived 

and thrived here for thousands of years.  We give thanks for the land and its people and we pray 

that, in our worship and our daily lives, we may honour the traditions and respect that is held for 

this land.  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

As we settle in to this space 

we notice the air, the sounds, the light around us.  

We notice the air, the sounds, the light within us.  

We light this candle, mindful of the presence of Christ in this and all moments.   

 

Gathering Words 

Long, long ago the people met a Builder.  

We want to build a house, they said.  

What kind of house?  The Builder asked.  

A house where all are welcome, seen, heard, sheltered, and nourished.  

A house where first steps, and next steps, and last steps, and movements of all sorts warm 

the halls! 

A house where no one is afraid and everyone can flourish and everything is beautiful inside 

and out! 

A place where people can laugh, and cry, and rest, and dance!  

A house that is kind to the land, and cherished by its neighbours!  

That sounds lovely, The Builder said.  You know I can’t do that right? 

What do you mean?  The people asked.  

Well I make good solid walls, and nice safe doorways and I hang up good bright lights.  And 

someone else will make you good solid chairs and nice safe hand rails and they’ll hang up good 

loud speakers.  All that other stuff, you have to do that part.   

So how do we do that?  The people asked. 



What do you mean?  You’ve been practicing for ages!  It’s all you ever talk about!  Just take 

your time and pay attention.  You know, builders measure twice and cut once.  It’s kind of like 

that.  But with your heart.  Really, you’ll figure it out, I’m sure.  

  

Come, let us worship!  
  
 Opening Prayer  

It is amazing, Loving God, how you have accompanied your people throughout the generations. 

It is amazing, that in something as mysterious as the stars in the sky or the movements of the 

moon, people can find direction and rhythm in this world.  In something as fragile as a scroll or 

a map or a book, we can find wisdom and knowledge.  In something as ineffable as music and 

story we can find dreams and beauty.  In something as unpredictable as these last few years, we 

can find connection and progress.  We have set out to build a house, O God, and soon we will be 

living in it; may we know your presence and your guidance yet again as we continue to prepare 

this house where all are welcome!  

 

Amen.  

 

Hymn:   MV 1 “Let Us Build a House” (“All Are Welcome”) 

 
(Words & music:  Marty Haugen; French trans. David Fines, 2006 

  Words & music © 1994 by GIA Publications, Inc. 

ARR. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638, www.giamusic.com, 800-442-1358   

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-725593) 

 

1. Let us build a house where love can dwell  
and all can safely live,  

a place where saints and children  

tell how hearts learn to forgive.   

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,  

      rock of faith and vault of grace;  

here the love of Christ shall end divisions:                          

 

Refrain: All are welcome, all are welcome,  

all are welcome in this place. 

 

2. Let us build a house where prophets speak,  

      and words are strong and true,  

where all God’s children dare to seek  

 to dream God’s reign anew.   

 Here the cross shall stand as witness  

      and as symbol of God’s grace;  

here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:               R 

 

3. Let us build a house where love is found  

      in water, wine and wheat;  

a banquet hall on holy ground,  

 where peace and justice meet.   

Here the love of God, through Jesus,  

      is revealed in time and space;  

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:        R 

 

http://www.giamusic.com/


4. Let us build a house where hands will reach  

      beyond the wood and stone  

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach,  

      and live the Word they’ve known.   

Here the outcast and the stranger  

 bear the image of God’s face;  

let us bring an end to fear and danger:                R 

 

5. Let us build a house where all are named,  

      their songs and visions heard  

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed  

      as words within the Word.   

Built of tears and cries and laughter,  

      prayers of faith and songs of grace;  

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:        R 

   

Theme Time:  Our Balance of Exploration and Expectation:  Clues about the refiner’s fire from  

  generations past  

 

Scripture:  Malachi 3:1-4  God’s messenger is coming.  Let go of wasteful and harmful ways.  

   

Psalm 78, A Retelling, from Enfleshed.com: 

 

Beloveds, remember this! 

Though we speak in modern language, 

these holy truths reach from generations past. 

The sacred stories we tell are made of the stuff that lasts 

when everything else fades away. 

They come from sources of wisdom tried and tested 

through struggle and silence. 

When the ones before us were pressed to their spiritual limits, 

bound by oppressive restraints, 

made weary by loss, 

these truths were a lifeline. 

It reaches to us still today. 

It is our medicine, our strength, our memory, our future. 

No matter the risks we face, 

we will not sever the threads of wisdom 

that weave our survival together. 

We will carry on 

and carry out these divine teachings, 

that promise hope beyond our reach. 

We will tell the stories of God. 

We will not allow histories to become hidden – 

not their ugly nor their glory. 

For God has always set free through truths, 

proclaimed and practiced. 

This lineage of liberation that 

companions through the impossible and the unimaginable 

dare not end with us. 

 

 



Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

And let us give thanks.  

 

Reflection:  A Story:  Rabbit’s New Rug by Judy Delton  

 

Hymn:   MV 221  “I Am Walking a Path of Peace”  

 
(Words and music:  Janet Bauman Tissandier   

Words and music © Janet Bauman Tissandier   

 Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-725593.  All rights reserved.) 

 

I am walking a path of peace, 

I am walking a path of peace, 

I am walking a path of peace, 

lead me home,  

lead me home 

 

I am walking a path of love, 

I am walking a path of love, 

I am walking a path of love, 

lead me home,  

lead me home 

 

I am walking a path of grace, 

I am walking a path of grace, 

I am walking a path of grace, 

lead me home,  

lead me home. 
 

I am walking a path of hope, 

I am walking a path of hope, 

I am walking a path of hope, 

lead me home,  

lead me home 
 

I am walking a path of joy, 

I am walking a path of joy, 

I am walking a path of joy, 

lead me home,  

lead me home. 
 

Prayers of the People and The Disciple’s Prayer  

…All this we pray, echoing the prayer Jesus taught to the disciples,  

 

The Prayer of Jesus  (Copyright © 1988 Jim Cotter) 

 

A Paraphrase 

 

Eternal Spirit, 

Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 

Source of all that is and that shall be. 

Father and Mother of us all, 



Loving God, in whom is heaven: 

The hallowing of your name echo  

 through the universe! 

The way of your justice be followed  

 by peoples of the world!                                                                    

Your heavenly will be done 

 by all created beings! 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  

 sustain our hope and come on earth. 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.  

From trials too great to endure, spare us. 

From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, 

Now and for ever.  Amen 
 

Minute for Mission 
 

Offering  
 

Offering Hymn:  MV 191  “What Can I Do?”   

 
(Words & music:  Paul Rumbolt & Michele McCarthy; arr. Alan C. Whitmore, 2005 

Words & music © by Paul Rumbolt & Michele McCarthy 

www.paulrumbolt.com for information.  UBP., Arrangement © 2005 Alan C. Whitmore 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 
 

What can I do?   

What can I bring?   

What can I say?   

What can I sing?   

I’ll sing with joy.   

I’ll say a prayer.   

I’ll bring my love.   

I’ll do my share.              (2X)  
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Hymn:    MV 154  “Deep In Our Hearts” 
   

(Words © 1995 by John Wesley Oldham.  UBP 

Music © 1996 by Ron Klusmeier, www.musiklus.com. 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

1.  Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

  deep in our hearts there is common song; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

  telling Creation that we are one. 

 

2.  Deep in our hearts there is a common purpose; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common goal; 

  deep in our hearts there is a sacred message, 

  justice and peace in harmony. 

http://www.paulrumbolt.com/
http://www.musiklus.com/


 

 

3.  Deep in our hearts there is a common longing; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common theme; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common current, 

  flowing to freedom like a stream. 

 

4.  Deep in our hearts there is a common vision; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common song; 

  deep in our hearts there is a common story, 

  telling Creation that we are one. 

 

Benediction 

 

Response:   VU Page 885: “You Shall Go Out With Joy”  

 
(Words:  Steffi G. Rubin 1975; Music:  Stuart Dauermann 1975 

Words and music copyright 1975 Lillenas Publishing Company  

(Administered by The Copyright Company, Nashville, TN)   

 Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE # A-725593. All rights reserved.) 

 

You shall go out with joy  

and be led forth with peace;  

the mountains and the hills  

will break forth before you; 

 

there’ll be shouts of joy,  

and all the trees of the field  

will clap,  

will clap their hands! 

 

And all the trees of the field  

will clap their hands,  

the trees of the field  

will clap their hands,  

 

the trees of the field  

will clap their hands    

while you go out with joy.  

 

(Repeat song 2X) 

 

 

 
(The Prayer of Jesus, a Paraphrase, copyright 1988: Jim Cotter) 


