
He knows He must preach the Gospel to the poor, heal the broken-hearted, preach deliverance
to the captives, the recovery of sight to the blind, and set at liberty them that are bruised [Is 61]

Jesus asks our permission to do it. - The woman gave Jesus permission to give her living
water, she asked for it from Him.

He asked the woman for something – He was friendly and real
The woman then asked Him a question. She engaged with Jesus 
He was given permission by her to go further in conversation with her.

Sermon Notes, November 13, 2022
Text: John 4:1-26

Introduction
You know that saying, 'It's Easier To ask Forgiveness Than Permission'?
Why get permission, when you can always get forgiveness? It's a common saying, but is It true?
Have you tried it with your parents… with your spouse… your boss??
If yes, how did it work out for you, OR how’s it working out for you?
Do you think it might be easier, less stressful to get permission?

We don’t know why Jesus left Judea so suddenly, but it probably had something to do with Baptism
and at this early stage in Jesus' ministry, he probably didn't want to get involved in any
controversies concerning baptism, etc

V. 4 tells us… "He needed to go through Samaria."
Jesus knows He must reveal Himself, the Messiah - to the Samaritans

And so He goes through Samaria, and He stops for a break at a well which was about 1 km or so
outside the city of Sychar when along comes this woman … all by herself
—————
What about this woman? 
1. She definitely had her problems - short-comings 
2. She would have been hurting
3. The woman had needs

Jesus breaks down every barrier to get through – cultural & otherwise.

If you’re a follower of Jesus, He wants to use you to represent Him to people.
*He wants to use us to speak to people… to touch people… the way He touched people.
A closer look at Jesus’ approach with this woman in our story… 

How would this look for us?? 
Matthew 10:16-18 - I am sending you out as sheep among wolves.
Jesus wants to use each of us, His followers, to be His voice, His hands & His feet.

"The Permission Principle" -  Pastor Ralph Peters



Life Group Discussion
Warm-Up: 
When was the last time you used the expression: “It's Easier To ask Forgiveness Than Permission”
How did it work out for you?  

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What questions do you
have? 

2) Read John 4:1-26

 
3) Do you believe the Permission Principle is a social norm in our culture today? Why or why not? 
Have you ever thought of activating the Permission Principle as it relates to sharing your faith?

4) Referring to the woman Jesus met at the well, Pastor Ralph said, "I believe this woman typifies each of
us here today." Do you agree with him? Why or why not? 

5) Discuss different scenarios when or where you could activate the Permission Principle as it relates to
sharing your faith. Do some role-playing for fun :) 

6) Read Romans 10:14-15. How could you practice these verses in your reality?

7) Read & discuss 1 Peter 3:15 “…if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to
explain it.”

Prayer: 
In what ways can your friends pray for you when it comes to you sharing your faith?
Pray for the Persecuted Church around the World.


