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After Liverpool's 1-0 loss to Madrid in the 2022 Champions League Final, a 

reporter asked Liverpool coach Jürgen Klopp why they lost to Madrid despite 

outshooting them 9 to 1.

"They scored a goal, we didn't," he replied.1

I'm sure Klopp's response warmed the heart of every coach and athlete who has 

faced inane questions from reporters. That's what the game boils down to, after all. The 

team who scores the most goals, wins the game. That's the most fundamental fact of the 

game, and sometimes that's all you can say about the outcome.

But post-game interviewers are always looking for something more: some deep 

and specific insight into the causes of the win or loss. If the team is facing a prolonged 

slump, the pressure increases from all sides. Commentators, fans and owners all expect 

some heroic, dazzling insight to reverse the fortunes of the team. Above all, be seen to 

act: "Trade Johnson!" or, "Stop using the 4-4-2 formation! Italy's tearing up the field 

with the 4-3-3, try that!"

In an anxious system, people tend to abandon the fundamentals and look for quick

fixes.

1 "Sie haben ein Tor geschossen, wir nicht," Spiegel Sport, May 29, 2022 (Video transcript), www.spiegel.de.
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Something similar is happening in the church in Thessalonica. Somehow, it seems

that many in the church have become convinced that the day of Jesus' return has already 

happened. Maybe this is anxiety or wishful thinking by those who feel Jesus is taking 

too long; maybe it's artificial anxiety, deliberately created by preachers who want to grab

people's attention and build a following, so they can get a living from the community.

Regardless of the cause, a church whose distinctive rule of life involves sharing 

all things in common requires everyone to also contribute according to their ability, but 

their end-times excitement is causing some to throw all rules and roles out the window - 

while still expecting to help themselves to the community's resources. Not only that, but 

they are also free with their opinions on what others in the community should be doing 

or not doing. Instead of doing their work quietly, as Paul modeled, they are working 

chaos and disorder.

We live in another anxious time, and in an anxious system there will be a drive to 

reduce the anxiety in ways that are not always productive. Many of us have experienced 

a cycle in which we experience something out of order in our lives: maybe our 

relationships are unfulfilling, or are our finances are too unstable, or our lives just lack 

some zest or meaning. And so we try to fill the hole with endless Facebook scrolling, or 

emotional eating, or assigning the fault to our spouse. But we usually find that this is a 

distraction, not a solution.
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The same thing happens in our churches. We compare ourselves to the heyday of 

the 1950s, looking at relatively empty pews or our lack of influence on government and 

society. We are confused by changing values and mores.

And so we respond with heroic activity and quick-fix schemes. We need a new 

governance model, or a new stewardship program. We need to do more and better and 

more diverse outreach, embrace the latest cultural trends, use the latest buzzwords. The 

minister needs to do more - or less. We need more committees. We need more young 

people, etc.

In the midst of the anxious busy-ness, and busybodyness, in Thessalonica, one 

woman or man asks themselves, "What would Paul do?" And so they pick up their pen 

and write a letter to their church. This person, who I'll call Paul for simplicity, recalls 

Paul's teachings to the church. He celebrates their growth in faith, their love for each 

other, and their resilience in the face of persecution. This is evidence of their worthiness 

of the kingdom of God, which will fully arrive with the return of Jesus. On that day they 

will glorify Jesus and be glorified by him, by believing in Paul's testimony.

Paul also taught that before the genuine return of Jesus, one or more people would

falsely proclaim his return and set themselves against all legitimate order and rules and 

authorities. Strongly hinting that this may be happening in Thessalonica, Paul calls them

to reject this deception and end-time speculation, and instead embrace the fundamentals 
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which Paul praised and proclaimed: a focus on growth in faith and loving each other 

despite persecution. These fundamentals derive from their identity as those called and 

chosen by God to be made Christlike and holy through the work of the Spirit. They are 

called through this transformation to be a sign to the world of what is possible in Christ.

The return of Christ is not yet accomplished, but the expectation of his return 

should be cause to embrace his teaching, not to reject their roles and poke their noses 

into others' business.

We are, therefore, also called to refrain from anxious busy-ness and focus on the 

fundamentals. In your personal life, are you getting enough sleep? Are you getting 

enough exercise? Are you seeking out social opportunities? Are you eating a healthy 

diet? Once you do these things, as far as possible in your context, you may be mentally 

and spiritually ready to reflect on your life and what you may be called to be.

Likewise in our churches, we first need to ensure that we are paying attention to 

the fundamental spiritual practices of the tradition we have inherited: to "hospitality, to 

tithing, to confession, to communal worship, to keeping Sabbath, and...supporting each 

other [emotionally and] materially."2

With Christians of all times and places, we will find that our unique identity and 

calling within the body of Christ will emerge as we practice. In this unique identity we 

2 Barbara J. Blodgett, "2 Thessalonians 3:6-13, Theological Perspective," Feasting on the Word: Preaching the Revised 
Common Lectionary, Year C, Vol. 4, edited by David L. Bartlett and Barabara Brown Taylor (Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John Knox Press, 2010), 304.
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will experience our unique calling, and perhaps discern that God is, indeed, doing a new 

thing.
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