
Jacob encounters God
Gen 28:10-22

[based on the sermon preached on 13.11.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. After deceiving his father, Isaac, and trading for the birthright of his brother, Esau, Jacob’s

situation was rather precarious.
2. Jacob sets out for Paddan Aram and his uncle, Laban, to get a new start and find a wife

among his mother’s relatives.
3. Jacob has a dream in which God appears to him and reaffirms the covenant he originally

made with Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham, to bless him, give him the land all around him,
and bless all peoples on earth through him.

4. Jacob erects an altar and makes a contractual, qualified, conditional vow to God.

CONNECT

● Have you ever been in trouble for something and wished you could just flee, like Jacob did?
Or, have you ever been in a difficult situation and realized that leaving or backing off, avoiding
any confrontation, was probably the wisest course of action?  What was that like?

STUDY

Read Genesis 28:10-15

● The narrator tells us that Jacob placed a stone under his head as he went to sleep.  This does
not sound very comfortable.  Why then do you suppose the narrator tells us this interesting
fact?  How does the stone factor into the story later?

● Have you ever had a dream in which you believe God was telling you something?  If so, share
that dream and what it meant as you are comfortable.

● If you have not had such a dream, do you think God reveals things in dreams often?  Did he
do so more in the Old Testament, before the people had easy access to the revealed Word of
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God in the Bible?  Does he still use dreams today, or perhaps want to still use dreams today,
if only we will let him?

● What do you think is the meaning of this “stairway to heaven” which God shows Jacob?
What is the significance of God’s supernatural world and our natural, physical world
intersecting and interacting?  What does this mean for the operation of our world?  Is there a
supernatural component or element to our world which requires the eyes of faith to see?  If
so, how do we understand this in a balanced way so that we acknowledge the regular activity
of this spiritual realm yet are not seeing angels behind every tree?

● After affirming he is the same God who revealed himself to Jacob’s grandfather, Abraham,
and his father, Isaac, God gives Jacob four specific promises.  What are these promises?
(HInt:  one involves land, another increase, a third blessing, and a fourth God’s presence.)

● In previous chapters of Genesis, find the relevant passages containing the similar promises to
Abraham and Isaac and compare them with this one to Jacob.  What is the same or similar in
these promises?  Is anything different or more elaborate here?

Read Genesis 28:16-19

● When he awakens, Jacob doesn’t just think the dream was a creation of his
sub-consciousness, he correctly understands it for what it was:  God literally being present to
him where he was.  This is what makes him afraid and want to erect an altar to God on that
exact spot.

● Jacob declares that this place, where he was at that moment, was the gate of heaven, the
place where heaven and earth intersected, where the supernatural and the natural
overlapped, where God came down to be with his creation.  Thus he calls it “Bethel,” or the
house of God.  Later, during the leadership of Moses, the presence of God would be
associated with the tabernacle, then beginning with David and Solomon, the temple.  Paul
goes on to call the church the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Thus, the same God who met Jacob
in the wilderness, was in the tabernacle and temple, and is now living in you.  What is the
significance of this?

● Was Jacob wrong to erect a pillar or primitive altar or marking stone at that spot?  Do you
think this displeased God?  Why or why not?

● How important are physical, tangible reminders to what God has done or is doing in your life?
Do you have any pillars or markers to remind you of what God has done or is doing?  Share
as you feel comfortable.

Read Genesis 28:20-22
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● Jacob’s prayer reveals the condition of his heart, the state of his faith.  Though he has had an
encounter with this God and believes he exists, he isn’t sure he wants this God to be his God,
isn’t sure that he wants to follow this God.

● Why do you suppose Jacob had these reservations about surrendering to God?  Do his
hesitations make sense to you?  Can you empathize with Jacob at this point?

● Have you ever been in a situation where God was trying to lead you or let you know of his
presence but you were unsure?  What was that like?

● Jacob’s vow or prayer is conditional; he basically makes a deal with God.  If God guides him,
watches over him and protects him, giving him food and clothing and bringing him back
home safely, then and only then will this God be his God and he will give to God a tenth or a
tithe of all the increase in his wealth and possessions.

● This prayer can seem selfish, self-centered or weak in faith, but don’t we pray these types of
prayers sometimes?  One name for them is “foxhole prayers,” the kind soldiers at war pray for
God to deliver them and keep them safe when sitting in a foxhole.  But often when the
deliverance comes the prayer is forgotten.  Have you ever prayed this type of prayer?

● Even though Jacob’s prayer is admittedly conditional, does God condemn Jacob for praying
it, or does he seem to consent to work with it?

● Does this give you hope for the times when you have prayed conditional prayers, that God
may honor them even though not prayed with the best of intentions or from the best motives
or from the greatest faith?

● If we look ahead to Genesis 32, we see the culmination of this prayer and its fulfilment, for
upon his return to his home after some years with his uncle Laban (and wives and children
and flocks and herds), Jacob prays another prayer in 32:9-12.  This time, however, his prayer
is one of deep humility, trust and faith, the very opposite of his prayer in 28:20-22.  It would
seem God kept his promise to watch over Jacob, protect and provide for him, and Jacob kept
his promise to make the Lord his God.

● Looking even further ahead, we see in John 1:47-51 Jesus making allusions to our Jacob
account when he describes Nathaniel as a man without deceit (1:47) and that the angels will
ascend and descend on the Son of Man (1:51).  Nathaniel’s response is to worship and follow,
very unlike the early Jacob.

APPLY

● What is one area of your life or one situation you are facing where you may have been
tempted to get conditional with God, asking (or even demanding) that God do
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something specific for you, and then stating what you will do for God, but only after
God intervenes and works it out for you; in a sense, bargaining with God?

● What would a prayer of humility, submission and trusting God’s grace look like in this
situation, rather than conditional and bargaining?

● Which other aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you
going to do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study which speak to and can be applied in your
life.

1.

2.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.

This study guide and others available at www.lwac.org.au/sermons.


