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[Acts 5:33-42 CSB]: How are you counted worthy of Jesus? That is the bigger picture of v41.

When you find your worth in Him. (The apostles were counted worthy because they found Jesus worthy.)

Good morning, My name is Chris. I am one of the elders here. This message today is primarily for those who claim to be

Christians – who claim to be believers. If you do not claim to be a Christian or you aren’t sure, first – welcome! And I

hope that a look into one of the ways that God has called us to live our lives will help you understand what being a

Christian is according to God’s Word.

The overwhelming question that has plagued me as I read this passage is this: How do you as Christians – as a church

family - value Jesus so deeply that you would  - if God willed it - return from prison joyfully skipping and singing praises

with our backs beaten and bruised and bleeding? (from v41)

This passage is a good reason in itself why we at Village study books verse-by-verse. Some churches will schedule and

plan what they think their congregation needs to hear this week – maybe avoiding difficult serious topics and passages

like these – and then go find some Bible to sprinkle over the top to make their points Biblical. That can be done well.

Don’t hear me saying that it is wrong. However, studying verse-by-verse means we have to run head first into the next

portion of scripture and teach it in its context trusting that the Holy Spirit will do great things.

Acts 5:33 page 622.

[Acts 5:33-42 CSB] 33 When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.

So immediately, we need to stop back up a bit and ask: What is the “this” that has them enraged in verse 33? Look back

at v12. The apostles’ ministry is increasingly public – in Solomon’s Colonnade. They are living their lives all in and around

the temple in Jerusalem. People are lining the streets to just fall in their shadow and be healed. They are boldly walking

the streets of Jerusalem performing miracles. On top of that they are doing something that has caught attention of the

Jewish high priest and the Sanhedrin. The Sanhedrin is like the Supreme Court of Israel. The Sanhedrin was made up of

Jewish authorities from several described groups - the Pharisees, the Sadducees and other unspecified Jewish authorities

and scribes.  Now the apostles’ preaching has not upset the entire Sanhedrin equally. Surely the Pharisees and other

scribes are upset with any messianic talk about Jesus, but here in Chapter 5, it is the Sadducees who have them arrested

in v18. And why is that?  Because the apostles are preaching a singular message over and over. And it is this: [Acts 5:30

CSB] 30 "The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had murdered by hanging him on a tree.” That is it,

because the thing that sets the Sadducees apart from other Jews is that the Sadducees deny any sort of resurrection

from the dead. They deny it so strongly that they will arrest the apostles over this issue. And to Christians, the

resurrection is everything! Jesus’ resurrection was the stamp of approval from heaven declaring the payment for sin as

accepted – received – paid in full. Resurrection to us is a future hope – that this life is just a blip and there is an eternity

of glory awaiting us.

What makes this little distinction about the resurrection remarkable is that while the Sadducees are the ones enraged

who arrested the apostles, it’s a Pharisee who sees to it that they go free! Oh How many scathing things did Jesus say to

the Pharisees’ faces. And now one of their best is on the side of Jesus! You can’t make this up! Gamaliel, the Pharisee

who trained Saul the great persecutor of the church, is going to argue for the release of the apostles. Don’t let people tell

you the Bible can’t be funny. Let’s read it.
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The Apologetic Advice

34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law who was respected by all the people, stood up in the Sanhedrin

and ordered the men to be taken outside for a little while. 35 He said to them, "Men of Israel, be careful about what

you're about to do to these men. 36 "Some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a group of about

four hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, and all his followers were dispersed and came to nothing. 37 "After this

man, Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and attracted a following. He also perished, and all his

followers were scattered.

38 "So in the present case, I tell you, stay away from these men and leave them alone. For if this plan or this work is of

human origin, it will fail; 39 "but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You may even be found fighting

against God." They were persuaded by him. 40 After they called in the apostles and had them flogged, they ordered

them not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them.

That is just amazing. This argument by Gamaliel is still to this day a great Christian apologetic argument – comes from a

Greek word which means a reasoned defense – It’s an apologetic – it’s a reasoned, logical, defense of the historical truth

of the resurrection. This is one of several proofs of the resurrection. If Jesus had not risen from the dead, the apostles

would not have put up with all the persecution and the suffering.

If the early church was of human origin, human pragmatic strategy, human logic, it would have failed. But it wasn’t. It

isn’t. It was from God. This argument is one of many apologetics for the Resurrection of Jesus. If you struggle with doubt

over whether the Bible is true, the historical evidence of Jesus’ Resurrection is the crux/precipice/the peak of the

argument. If the resurrection is true, then all of it is. Gamaliel’s wager is that this group of Jesus followers has not seen

Jesus risen from the dead.

Gary Habermas

Gary Habermas, who literally wrote the book on arguments for the Resurrection has compiled these 12 facts. All of these

have some sort of non-biblical support to each of them.

1. Jesus Died by Crucifixion
2. Jesus was Buried in a Tomb
3. Jesus’s Death Caused the Disciples to Despair and Lose Hope, Believing That He Was Dead
4. Jesus’s Tomb Was Empty a Few Days Later
5. The Disciples Had Experiences Which They Believed Were the Literal Appearances of the Risen Jesus
6. The Transformation of the Disciples
7. The Resurrection of Jesus Was the Center of Their Message
8. The Disciples Proclaimed the Resurrection in Jerusalem where Jesus was Killed
9. As s Result of Their Preaching, the Church was Born and Grew
10. Sunday Became the Primary Day of Worship Instead of the Jewish Sabbath On Saturday
11. James, The Half-brother of Jesus, Had Been a Skeptic but Converted
12. A Few Years Later, The Skeptic Paul Converted

The big 4 that Habermas calls the Minimal Facts argument (the minimum number of facts necessary) points out are here.
The ones we see today are here in 6-9

Let me ask you: why would the apostles boldly put their lives in danger if the message wasn’t true? If Jesus didn’t rise

from the dead and these apostles are preaching a lie. They’re bluffing! But what if he did rise, What if he rose from the

dead, and what if they saw Him risen, that would explain the radical transformation, the immediate preaching – 50 days

after Jesus’ death on Pentecost Peter stands and says [Acts 2:32 CSB] 32 "God has raised this Jesus; we are all witnesses

of this.” He did it right there in Jerusalem during the Pentecost Festival. 3000 people added to the church.
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Promised Persecution for the Name

And if Jesus hasn’t been raised from the dead, they’re not only preaching a lie but also doing so with the warning from

Jesus himself that they will all be killed for doing so. He told them. I am sending you out to proclaim the good news of my

death and resurrection, and some of the people you go to tell will beat you, arrest you, and eventually kill you. And the

whole book of Acts is them saying – yep that’s the plan. Let’s go do it.

Think about what they have seen and believe. What would you want to tell everyone after 3 years with Jesus? How to be

a better person? 5 steps to fix your marriage, 5 tips to dating? No, I would want to everyone to know one thing! How am

I made right with God? How do I find peace with my Creator? Their preaching consists of: Jesus is the Messiah – the long

awaited savior from our sins – who has been crucified and risen from the dead. And this message brought persecution

then.

Before dying, Jesus warned them that these sorts of things we see in Acts were going to happen.

[Matthew 24:9 CSB] 9 "Then they will hand you over to be persecuted, and they will kill you. You will be hated by all

nations because of my name.

Recall what they’ve been through just this far into the book of Acts. Chapter 2 - All of them were mocked and sneered at

on Pentecost. Chapter 3 - Peter and John have been arrested, ordered to stop preaching the resurrected Jesus, and

released. Chapter 5 - The apostles as a group, because they were again preaching the gospel in the temple, have been

arrested, they are freed by an angel of the Lord, then the next morning they are right back to preaching in the temple,

and were arrested again.

Why would they do that? What exactly convinced them that this was the retirement plan? And Village Church, how do

we rewire our minds and our hearts to have this sort of courage. The kind of courage that stands firm on the gospel and

the local church in times of affliction and pain and – yes even possible – persecution. I want to put that word –

persecution – in a larger context not to take away what is happening in this message, but to help you see persecution as

just one of many ways the Enemy (sin and Satan) are trying to get you to abandon God.  In Acts 26, Paul speaks of his

own aim in persecuting the early church:

[Acts 26:11 CSB] 11 "In all the synagogues I often punished them and tried to make them blaspheme. That was Paul’s

aim – to make Christians deny the name of Jesus and a renounce their faith. That is the objective of all true religious

persecution. Blasphemy against God.

Now not all suffering looks like religious persecution, and martyrdom like the apostles, some suffering looks like Job.

Natural disasters, disease, a great wind collapses the house on your children. The wager made by Satan in Job is the

same after all – that if He, Satan, can make Job suffer, Job will turn and curse God. Its the same – blasphemy is the goal.

All suffering in this world whether it is illness, disease, cancer, horrific accidents, physical or emotional abuse, or betrayal

are intended by God  - not caused, all suffering is caused by sin, by Satan, by fallen man – intended by God to drive you

back into the arms of Jesus. It is intended to put on display the temporary nature of this world and point you to a better

eternal future. All momentary suffering comes with a choice. You can either glorify God or you can curse him. To endure

suffering of the kinds I just listed is to display the transcendent greatness – that God is greater than whatever you are

suffering from right now – He is more worthy. That pattern is obvious in the lives of the thousands of Christian martyrs,

the prophets and apostles in the Bible, and perhaps some of you.

1.What is Jesus worth? That’s what this comes down to right? What is Jesus worth to you?

Repeated ---->
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1. What is Jesus worth?

What did the apostles see in Jesus that these others didn’t see in Theudas or in Judas?

We have seen conflicts already and we have read about the apostles’ refusal to run and hide like the followers of

Theudas and Judas. Each of their followings were scattered and dispersed. That is Gamaliel’s wager – that if this Jesus is

dead like those two other rebel leaders, then this new Church will fall apart as well - just give it time!

What worth did the apostles see or know that sent them back again and again into the temple after every arrest and

abuse? Scattered and dispersed is the furthest opposite of returning again and again to not only where you were

arrested and beaten but also where Jesus was tried, abused, and crucified. What worth did the apostles see and

experience? What is Jesus worth? You own stuff. I own stuff. I have a phone. Is its worth what I paid for it? Well mine

comes from my company so its free. Is it worthless? Well It has this little paw patrol sticker on it that my son Levi

replaces every week or two when it fades. And my phone has thousands of pictures of my family on there. And all my

saved passwords. So its definitely not worthless. So what is my phone worth? It’s complicated. What is Jesus worth?

I’ve got 3 answers to this question, You would not be wrong if you walked in here today only holding onto one of these or

even if you couldn’t answer that question, but you might just become immovable in the face of suffering – or persecution

– and you might become so brave and emboldened in the face of anything that you will never hesitate to obey God

rather than man as the apostles did. So that when that time comes, you won’t be ashamed of the name of Jesus, and you

might become a dangerous threat to the Devil and your own sin if you held tightly to all three.

a. The worth of Jesus is in his completed work on the cross. Jesus’ purpose on this earth was to die.

[John 10:17 CSB] 17 "This is why the Father loves me, because I lay down my life so that I may take it up again.

Saving grace was bought with the righteous, sinless blood of Jesus’ body. It is particularly unique to Christianity that we

don’t mourn the death of the figure at the head of our faith – in fact, we celebrate the day on Good Friday, we cling to

the message of the Gospel which holds the death of Christ at its center, and the Lords Supper or Communion is done in

remembrance of his death. Theudas’ and Judas’ followers might have mourned their deaths, but soon they were

forgotten. [1 Peter 2:24 CSB] 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree; so that, having died to sins, we might

live for righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

The worth of Jesus is in his completed work on the cross.

b. The worth of Jesus is in his current purpose on the throne.

If someone asks you, so you believe that Jesus died, rose, went to heaven? You’re telling me that he just left huh? To do

what? What is He doing now – just watching?  Why does God leave you here to suffer and die like everyone else?

What were Jesus’ last words to the apostles before he ascended? What was the last thing he wanted them to know?

Right after giving them the command to go to the ends of the world making disciples, baptizing, teaching them, he tells

them what? All done?  That’s it? Go do this? No... He promises something to them, and I think Matthew gives us the

clearest picture of those last few moments.

[Matt 28:19-20 CSB] 19 "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am

with you always, to the end of the age."

The apostles prayed like this was true. Theudas and Judas are in the ground rotting. Jesus is on his throne reigning!  They

prayed as if Jesus was with them and reigning. When they prayed, signs and wonders occurred, and thousands were
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saved. Do you reckon, in Tennessee in 2022, is it more likely that God doesn’t answer prayer that way anymore or that

we don’t pray that way anymore?

This quote from J.I. Packer’s Knowing God sums it up the best: “Now, when the New Testament tells us that Jesus Christ is

risen, one of the things it means is that the victim of Calvary is now … loose and at large, so that anyone anywhere can

enjoy the same kind of relationship with him as the disciples had in the days of the flesh.” 1st Peter 5, Job 1 depict Satan

as roaming earth corrupting men and women, well Jesus is at large on this earth. He is in the hearts, in the living rooms,

and in the gatherings of believers. This is the reason why gathering as believers is so important. It’s to link arms against

the schemes of the devil.

The worth of Jesus is in his current purpose on his throne. He reigns over death.

c. The worth of Jesus is in his future purpose.

The worth of Jesus, his saving grace, is already accomplished on the cross, it is being accomplished today right now in

this room, but will not be fully realized until the future. His return is His future purpose and our future hope.

[1 Peter 1:13 CSB] 13 Therefore, with your minds ready for action, be sober-minded and set your hope completely on the

grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Hope is powerful. Hope in the future resurrection is what we

as believers cling to and look forward to. Jesus’ worth is in his future purpose when he reveals himself fully and we are

brought into the presence of God for all eternity.

Those are 3 great life-changing truths. Jesus’ worth is in his completed, his current, and his future purposes. I encourage

you cling to those for your own soul. You will pray differently. You will sing differently. You will take the Lords Supper

differently. You will view your conversion differently.

Tension (There is a tension here that I want to rest in. It is the tension between this worth of Jesus and the

worthiness/unworthiness of the Christian. And the answer comes to a head at the transaction on the cross.)

The price (or worth) of saving grace isn’t free. It is freely given to you if you believe, but it wasn’t freely purchased. The

cost was immeasurable. It was purchased with the largest, most infinite price – the bloody death of the sinless righteous

Son of God. And his purchase was not like a life insurance plan that you store away in your filing cabinet, and one day,

when you’re 100 or 90 when you die, like my grandfather a few weeks ago, you pull it out and say “See here God! I made

a decision when I was 6!” Look at my decision I made. God would be right to respond to this person I have just made up

saying, “I sent my Son to take on human flesh, to make a way, to open a gate, to call you into the sheepfold of my rest to

reign over your life forever and then to return and raise you from the dead, and you look back on a decision from 80

years ago, on a single moment. I haven’t shown you anything in 80 years? Now I’ve learned that saints with snow on the

roof like my grandfather don’t look back on any decision they made or prayer they prayed. They have seen and

experienced the workings of God in their lives last week or last month. Where does that come from?

[2 Corinthians 4:7-10 CSB] 7 Now we have this treasure in clay jars, so that this extraordinary power (the light of the

knowledge of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ) may be from God and not from us. 8 We are afflicted in every way

but not crushed; we are perplexed but not in despair; 9 we are persecuted but not abandoned; we are struck down but

not destroyed. 10 We always carry the death of Jesus in our body, so that the life of Jesus may also be displayed in our

body.

We have this unique perfect, clearest, brilliant diamond, worth-filled treasure in an ordinary, dull, clay pot – and it’s the

death of Jesus. The death of Theudas and Judas broke up the band and sent them scattering, we carry Jesus’ death in our

body – it is our message to the world. That message is this: God has paid the largest, most infinite price for a

comparatively worthless clay pot. I’m getting the hints already at 33 that my body is in store for more and more clay jar

brittleness. Knees are hurting more, medicine is making me nauseous, my stomach can’t handle certain food now.
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There is a tension in the life of all Christians. We are simultaneously unworthy clay jars – fragile, brittle, muddy clay jars –

and at the same time we are worth an infinite price to our Creator.

So you would be right to ask: because God paid the largest, most infinite price for your life, aren’t you, by logic, worth

that same largest, most infinite price? I mean for example - you offer me $5 million dollars for my Honda, awesome that’s

now the fair market value, show me where to sign. But does that make my Honda actually worth 5 Million dollars? Do I

get to go take out a 5 million dollar loan on my $5 Million Dollar car? Or put it down as collateral valued at $5 million.

No. I can’t. Why not? Because only the buyer has determined that value or worth of my car. In the same way, your price –

my price has been set by God, no one else.

And only God can put that price on your head. No one else can change it. No one else can make you feel guilty for having

an easier life with less temptation and hardship and no one can make you feel ashamed for your struggles and failures as

though that changes the price. The price on the head of every sinner is the same. It’s the death of only effective payment

in the universe – the Son of God.

So my first big question was: What is Jesus worth? Jesus is a treasure that we, as Christians, carry around daily. Jesus is

risen and ascended, and he’s on his throne, and he’s coming back. His work is finished, and he’s not here, yet he is here,

and yet he’ll be back. It’s a supernatural mystery. It’s beautiful. He is a treasure that is infinite – A treasure that cannot be

measured or weighed, a treasure that is eternal. He is a gloriously treasure that we carry and He is ever-reigning over his

church on this earth.

My second big question comes from my own personal concern based on past experience sitting in a chair or a pew just

like you are. I’m reading Acts and studying it as a church or a small group 2-3x over the last 5 years, and my concern is

that we keep studying this book and each week you sit there asking yourself questions like these:

Am I expected to live like the believers in this book?

How am I supposed to live like them when I don’t face persecution like they did?

Am I being asked to seek out persecution?

Is this something being described or prescribed? Or is this being recorded or commanded? What do I do with this? Do

you feel this? Am i the only one who thinks this way?

And what I want to do today is not to mock those kinds of questions. Those can be good questions, but I want to just take

those questions and like a well-worn journal or a book, set them aside for the next 15 minutes and ask a new question:

2. Are you worthy of Jesus? (worthy of living, loving, serving, suffering, dying, and rising like Jesus)

40 After they called in the apostles and had them flogged, they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus and

released them.

41 Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be treated

shamefully on behalf of the Name.

42 Every day in the temple, and in various homes, they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is

the Messiah.

Some of you keen-eyed bible readers will notice that this passage doesn’t speak to us being worthy of Jesus. It says they

were “counted worthy of being treated shamefully” (suffering dishonor ESV). So, Chris, where are you getting “Are you

worthy of Jesus?” Are you just playing with the word “worthy” to sound quippy or clever? What is Jesus worth/are you

worthy. No. I am not, because the Bible makes the connection for me. Here’s my response to that: It’s 2 parts:
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1) being treated any sort of way – good or bad – “on behalf of the Name” of Jesus should be gloriously affirming for a

Christian. On behalf of the name means to be “a representative of”. That we can understand. They are rejoicing that they

were counted worthy of being treated shamefully as a representative of Jesus! That is a reality of being a Christian. You

are the body of Christ on this earth.

And in light of the midterm elections taking place last week, I feel an obligation to say something because in a room even

as small as this, there is likely some stress or anxiety present because of this biannual rollercoaster we are on as a nation.

As someone who was engrossed in the political news cycle, I get it. If we just get the right person or number of seats in

control, everything will be better. Go vote your conscience, post on social media with your conscience, but before you

do, consider whether your unbelieving neighbors - who if they died tomorrow would be condemned to hell. Do they

think you more as Republican or Democrat or LEFT or RIGHT than you are a Christian. You are an alien immigrant from

the Kingdom of God living out the rest of your life on earth here in Knoxville. That’s your role. You’re a foreign

representative of King Jesus. That’s it. Political talk off.

Next to Jesus, Paul is my #2 hero, oh I love the apostle Paul. Paul stood up to the government and he submitted to the

government as a representative of Jesus for the sake of the Gospel. He broke out of prison, converted their guards. He

argued his way like a lawyer into a free one-way missions trip to Rome. He had himself bound in chains in order to get to

Rome and preach the Gospel. He was whipped with 39 lashes 5 times, beaten 3 times with a rod, stoned to near death

once. I am so excited to study the back half of Acts and follow the apostle Paul again.

Ephesians 6 - Paul is in prison in Rome. He is writing to the Ephesian church - his beloved Ephesian Church where he

sends his protégé Timothy. At the end of the letter, he says:

[Eph 6:19-20 CSB] 19 Pray also for me, that the message may be given to me when I open my mouth to make known with

boldness the mystery of the gospel. 20 For this I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I might be bold enough to speak

about it as I should. An ambassador in chains because of the gospel. An ambassador from the Kingdom of Jesus in chains

in Rome. Are you worthy to be called an ambassador or a representative for Jesus? Or something else? Sports teams?

Political parties? What kingdoms do you represent?

[Matthew 10:37-38 CSB] 37 "The one who loves a father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; the one who

loves a son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 "And whoever doesn't take up his cross and follow me is

not worthy of me.

2) 2nd – Counted worthy – kataxioō – I don’t know how to pronounce it. I just use online services. It really isn’t hard. -

only used 3 times in the New Testament. 1 time here. Another in Luke 20 when Jesus responds to the Saducees about

the resurrection. That doesn’t help us understand the relationship between persecution and being counted worthy

ofJesus. Paul in 2nd Thessalonians uses this word, That’s the only other use.

[2 Thess 1:4-6 CSB] 4 Therefore, we ourselves boast about you among God's churches  --  about your perseverance and

faith in all the persecutions and afflictions that you are enduring. 5 It is clear evidence of God's righteous judgment that

you will be counted worthy of God's kingdom, for which you also are suffering, 6 since it is just for God to repay with

affliction those who afflict you

According to Paul, the Thessalonians’ perseverance, faith, and endurance in the face of persecutions and afflictions are

evidences/proofs of God’s righteous judgment that says “You are worthy of bearing the Name of my Son. You are worthy

of Son.” This is how we know we are Son and Daughters, we groan in endurance and in faith and in perseverance. Jesus’

church is a persevering church!

So pull it all together: 41 Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted

worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name. Rejoicing that they were counted as worthy ambassadors of

God’s kingdom to suffer. Worthy ambassadors of Jesus to endure. What do we do with this? Is the mark of a

representative Jesus suffering, persecution, and affliction. What do we say to that?
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Here's what I have seen and felt and understand Luke’s answer to be from the book of Acts - at least these first 8

chapters in Jerusalem. Have you noticed how Luke in the book of Acts is continually alternating between pictures of

everyday life “continually doing this, everyday doing that” and then he just zooms way in on a particular day. Why do

that? Why not just write it like he did his Gospel. Jesus did this, he went there, he did this. Just bam, bam, bam, story

beats one after the other. I think Luke, guided by the Holy Spirit, is deliberately putting the miraculous and the special

and the newsworthy days in their ordinary contexts.

Before the apostles received the call from God to sacrifice their bodies for Jesus, their lives reflected the example Jesus

left them. If you don’t have an answer: are you worthy of Jesus, and you want to know what to do about it, this is it. This

is the answer to that question. Jesus said in [Luke 16:10 CSB] 10 "Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much,

and whoever is unrighteous in very little is also unrighteous in much.” A modern application is: before you go and try to

change the world, trying making your bed each morning. I want to make you all into foolish Christians who sell it all and

move to Africa to spread the Gospel. And I want to provide real steps to anyone just starting out. If you want to start

somewhere small, here it is:

1. Before God called them to suffer, they prayed. Acts 1:14 – Continually united in prayer. 2:42 devoted to prayer with the

Holy Spirit after Pentecost. 4:31 they pray and the building is shaken and the Holy Spirit just fills them all. The powers of

darkness are not threatened by prayerless Christians. Christians who never get on their knees, humble themselves before

an almighty God, pray for massive things beyond yourself will not be dangerous enough to be counted worthy to either

suffer or rejoice.

2. Before God called them to suffer, they transformed their homes for the sake of ministry. Acts 1 – they are gathered in

an upper room, same in acts 2. Their homes became the center of Christian gathering. The temple, the synagogue was

the mission field! Their homes were sold, shared, and used for the sake of the name of Jesus. Can your home, your

apartment, wherever your live, can it be used for the sake of the gospel?

3. Before God called the apostles to suffer, they sat down and counted the cost of following Jesus. Acts 2:45 - sold their

possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as any had need. Before the apostles ever asked

themselves how might my body be given over for the sake of Jesus, they asked their wives how their wealth might be

given over for the sake of the kingdom. Husband sat down with wife. Wife with husband, and they figured out what they

could sell, what they could cut back on to serve the body of Christ. Acts 4 and 5, the twin cases of selling property to

support the needs of the body of Christ. Christian, do you leave margin in your finances to help others in need? Do you

have the room in your monthly budget to be radically generous to those who need help?

4. Before God called them to suffer, they rearranged their weekly schedule around the mission. I don’t get the feeling

that Peter, John or the other apostles work 9-5 jobs, however, it is evident that the apostles devoted serious time to the

ministry of the word to the church. So much so that we will see next week, the added task of administering lunch

became too burdensome on their schedules and a solution is needed. How can your family’s busy schedule be simplified

for the sake of Jesus and his church? What idols have you created in your life that are consuming your time?

5. Before God called the apostles to suffer, they proclaimed the saving good news of Jesus Christ in the very places where

He is not wanted. That’s the call of world missions. It begins in Jerusalem. Acts 3 – Peter and John heal the man who was

paralyzed in the temple, the very temple Jesus swore to tear down, the very temple near where he was arrested and put

on trial. Acts 5, they go right back to the temple preaching the hope of resurrection in Jesus and are arrested, an Angel

sets them free, they go right back, v41 they’re rejoicing with the wounds on their backs and v42, they go right back 42

Every day in the temple, and in various homes, they continued teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the

Messiah. The apostles pressed in on places where Jesus was not welcomed or desired for the sake of the Name. I know

you can sense the areas of our culture where Jesus is not wanted. The true Jesus is not wanted in many areas. Nice Lily

White Jesus with the lamb on his shoulders and the well-kempt hair is wanted. The true Jesus is not wanted in areas of

sexuality, gender identity, sanctity of life, sanctity of marriage. How do you press the Gospel of Jesus Christ into these

spaces? Don’t betray the truth for the sake of kindness.
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[John 1:14 CSB] 14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only

Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

It might be a good topic over lunch today with your spouse or a friend to talk over these points.

1. Do you pray like the apostles?

2. Do you use your home for the sake of the Gospel?

3. Do you steward your finances like a representative of Jesus?

4. Does my weekly schedule reflect a love for Jesus or this world?

5. Do I possess the courage to press in with the grace and truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ into hostile Satan-controlled

territory?

[Matthew 24:9 CSB] 9 "Then they will hand you over to be persecuted, and they will kill you. You will be hated by all

nations because of my name.

[Mat 28:19-20 CSB] 19 "Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am

with you always, to the end of the age."

We are unworthy of this great call – this great commission, this amazing grace – so unworthy. And yet, because of what

Jesus has done, because of his great worth, we have this treasure in our bodies, so that the world will know that this

power, the power we represent to the world, the power to rejoice in the suffering, the power of the gospel is not coming

from us. It’s from God in Heaven. That’s my prayer for all of you today. If you don’t know Jesus, I pray that you would

understand the true source of worth – that it isn’t from you. Gamaliel’s advice was right. The disciples did not disperse or

scatter. Jesus was worth the suffering because they considered him the all-satisfying treasure for their souls.

You were created in the image of the Almighty God. He sent his own Son to die on the cross for all of your failures,

wrongs, and disobedience to him. Every single sin of yours was laid on His body, and for His joy, he endured it not

because you’re worthy, because you aren’t. Jesus endured the cross, displayed his infinite, eternal worth, so that if you

would repent, turn from sin to God, you will be forgiven and, through your forgiveness, God might be glorified in the

pouring out of grace upon grace in your redemption. In that redemption from death to life, you would learn the meaning

behind these words:

Two wonders here that I confess
My worth and my unworthiness
My value fixed, my ransom paid
At the cross

And I rejoice in my redeemer
Greatest treasure
Wellspring of my soul
I will trust in him, no other
My soul is satisfied in him alone


