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Zechariah 13:7-9

“7Awake, sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is close to me!” 
declares the Lord Almighty. “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, 
and I will turn my hand against the little ones. 8 In the whole land,” declares the 
Lord, “two-thirds will be struck down and perish; yet one-third will be left in it. 9 
This third I will put into the fire; I will refine them like silver and test them like gold. 
They will call on my name and I will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my people,’  
and they will say, ‘The Lord is our God.’”



Zechariah 14:1, 6, 20-21

1“A day of the Lord is coming, Jerusalem, when your possessions will be 
plundered and divided up within your very walls … 
16 Then the survivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go up 
year after year to worship the King, the Lord Almighty, and to celebrate the Festival 
of Tabernacles … 
20 On that day holy to the Lord will be inscribed on the bells of the horses, and the 
cooking pots in the Lord’s house will be like the sacred bowls in front of the altar. 
21 Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the Lord Almighty, and all who 
come to sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day 
there will no longer be a Canaanite[c] in the house of the Lord Almighty.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23090c




Some Examples of Refining

Psalm 66:8-12 
8 Praise our God, all peoples,  let the sound of his praise be heard; 9 he has preserved our 
lives and kept our feet from slipping. 10 For you, God, tested us; you refined us like silver. 11 
You brought us into prison and laid burdens on our backs.12 You let people ride over our 
heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us to a place of abundance.

Daniel 11:35

35 Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made spotless 
until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.



Refine 
Definition: remove impurities or unwanted elements from (a substance), typically 
as part of an process. 

Synonyms: purify, clarify, clear, cleanse









God desires Quality of Character more than 
Quantity of Potential 



Grant L. (from church)



Refined by the Blood of Jesus



Zechariah 13:1-2 NIV

1 “On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

2 “On that day, I will banish the names of the idols from the land, and they will be 
remembered no more,” declares the Lord Almighty. “I will remove both the 
prophets and the spirit of impurity from the land.



Steadfastness = UNWAVERING







Philippians 3:7-14 NIV

7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I 
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith 
in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know 
Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like 
him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider 
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 
toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+3%3A7-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29431a


Refining comes at a COST



We need to ask ourselves:
How are allowing Christ’s sacrifice and God’s grace to refine 

us? OR are we, instead, abusing the grace given to us? 

(Romans 6:1-4)


