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November 13, 2022, at 9:30 am 

HOLY COMMUNION 

 

 

http://www.felcdecatur.org/
https://felcdecatur.org/live


WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE   “Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending” ELW #435   

        Howard Oliver playing organ                                 

  

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who redeems us in Christ Jesus, whose steadfast love 

endures forever.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.  We have ignored voices 

that call for your justice.  We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. 

We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community.  We truly 

repent of things we have done and left undone.  For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.  Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, follow the way of the 

Spirit, and build up the body of Christ.  Amen. 

 

Rejoice and be glad!  God hears the prayers of all who cry out and restores us to life through 

the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow” ELW #327 
 

GREETING ELW p. 138 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also with you. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE “Glory to God”  ELW pp. 139-140  

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is 

holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live 

through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 



FIRST READING MALACHI 4:1-2a 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, 

the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on 

those who honor God. 

 
1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 

stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 

neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, 

with healing in its wings. 

 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 98 
    1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  

 5Sing to the LORD
| with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity.  

 

SECOND READING 2 THESSALONIANS 3:6-13  

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of 

Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the 

community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to 

work. 

 
6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from 

believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from 

us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with 

you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked 

night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we do not have 



that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, 

we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some 

of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we 

command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 

living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

The word of the Lord.    Thanks be to God.   
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 142 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke 21:5-19 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  LUKE 21:5-19 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the 

end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words 

they need to testify and to endure without fear. 

 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and 

gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when 

not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to 

take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name 

and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take 

place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise 

against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various 

places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 

  12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over 

to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my 

name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare 

your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents 

will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by 

relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because 

of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your 

souls.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY “Lost in the Night” ELW #243 

 

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 

A brief silence. 

A: Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage us to risk 

boldly in our proclamation and fill us with wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, 

in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

A: Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of the 

ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help us care 

for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

A: Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 

responders and active-duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any wounds in 

body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

A: Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital personnel in 

their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their care. Through our 

hands, tend to all those who are sick and in need of healing. Lord, in your mercy, receive our 

prayer. 
 

A: Uniting God, unite this congregation in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 

gospel. Highlight ways we can better work together and give us patience to work through 

disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

A: Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died. Comfort us with 

the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
 

P: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 
 

* PEACE 
 

OFFERING   
   

OFFERING PRAYER       

Let us pray.  

Blessed are you, Maker of all things.  As you have entrusted us with all that you have 

created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who 

hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 144 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 145, right side 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ spreads a table before you.  Gather here with all the saints. 
 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 146 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray.  

We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 

and given us a foretaste of Paradise.  Enliven us to be your body in the world and to serve 

those who are in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

The God of peace, who creates all things and calls them good, who makes us alive in Jesus, 

and who breathes on us the Spirit of hope, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG “How Firm a Foundation”  ELW #796 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE  
 

Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Rev. Maureen Stein 

Assisting Minister Janice Isaacs  

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Entire Audio/Visual Team 

Bell Ringer John Malachowski 

Greeters John & Lin Malachowski, Gary & Nora Beck  

Check-In Carol Broeking, Pat Dalen 

Communion Aide Gary Beck  

Money Counters Bob & Judy Carney, Mike Corley  

Altar Flowers In Memory of Hortense Ott Lee 

Sunrise Café Nancy Salefski 
 

Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry,  

Mary Ellen Burns, Greg Lage, Carolyn Renton, Judy Leschewski 

  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 

 



Welcome to all of you here and to those participating on-line 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

1. Welcome to Pastor Maureen Stein who is presiding and preaching this morning. 

2. Adult Education & Youth Formation are meeting after worship. 

3. Baby Jesus items are being collected through 12/18 – boxes are in the Narthex. 

4. The Finance Committee is working on the 2023 Budget.  Please turn in your Pledge 

card.  Larry Osborne will give a brief announcement this morning. 

5. Emergency Pastoral Care Team while Pastor Rita is on vacation is Pastor Amy Ziettlow 

and Janice Isaacs.  Contact the office (217-423-7783) for coordinating care. 

6. We Prepare our Hearts and Minds for Worship. 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO MARK ON YOUR CALENDAR 

 

MEET, EAT & GREET 

(MEG) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

       Future Artist? 

 

Christmas Services Will Be: 

• December 24th: 3:30PM at FELC 

• December 24th: 7:00PM at Holy Cross 

• December 25th: 9:15AM at Holy Cross (Joint Worship) 

 

 
2023 ART WORKSHOPS 

Thursday’s 1:00PM – 2:30PM 
Dates of Workshops: 

• January 19 (snow date January 26)     

• February 16 

• March 2 

• March 16 

• March 30 

If interested, RSVP to office 

Upcoming MEG Luncheons 

Thursday’s at Noon 

December 8 

January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

Cookies and Carolers:  

Mark December 11th at 1PM on your calendar for this event.  

More to follow from Jim & Judy Oettel!  



Notes for scripture readings &/or sermon: 

 

• What did you notice? 

 

 

• What did you wonder? 

 

 

 

• Where might God’s Spirit be nudging you? 

 

 

 

• What can you do to honor God this week? 

 


