
Happy Spring!  

At least that is what the calendar says, but this last week…

brrr... I feel like pulling out the winter coat and gloves again!  

As this article is being written, all our spring cluster gather-

ings have been held.  From all reports, each one was special - 

the devotions…music…speakers and food.  Thank you for 

welcoming the SWO board members attending your cluster 

gatherings.  We are now going from 10 clusters to 8 WELCA 

conferences.  Most conferences will be welcoming new units 

into their groups.  It is change, but change is good. 

This issue of the SNOW will concentrate on our next big event, the SWO convention which will be 

held on Friday & Saturday, September 16th and 17th at Calvary Lutheran in Perham.  Immanuel 

Lutheran, Wadena, will be co-hosting this event with Calvary. The committee has been working 

hard putting together an exciting event for you to attend.  This year our theme – She is… Yes, it is 

an open ended theme, but we want you to consider all the attributes of what a WELCA woman con-

sists of.  Our keynote speaker is Pastor Jodi Houge, from Humble Walk Lutheran Church in St. 

Paul.  Pastor Jodi did her intern year at Zion, Amor –rural Battle Lake, so the NW MN Synod is 

familiar and dear to her heart.  Pastor Laurie Natwick will again lead our bible study.  We will have 

Bishop Larry Wohlrabe preaching at our Saturday morning communion service.  You will have an 

opportunity to help roll bandages for Global Health, and we have Susan Humphrey joining us from 

Oklahoma to lead a break out session on Praise and Proverbs with pen.  Nancy Giddings, a church 

wide board member from Minneapolis will be with us and give information about what is happen-

ing with the church wide organization.  Maria Lokensgard, a triennial promoter, will also be at the 

convention to publicize the Triennial Gathering that will be held in Minneapolis in 2017, and en-

courage us to attend.   

The convention packet will be mailed out mid-May. There will be lots of information concerning 

the upcoming convention. Please be on the lookout for it! 

The nominations committee is still looking for ladies that will put their name on the ballot for offic-

es in the NW MN SWO. from conferences 1, 2, 3 and conferences 7 and 8. We will also be electing 
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8 voting members to attend the triennial convention in 

2017.  If a nominating committee member calls you, ask-

ing you to consider one of these positions, we ask that 

you prayerfully consider putting your name on the ballot. 

Roxanne Goulet is the board advisor for the nominations 

committee.  The board approved to give 50% of the con-

vention offerings to churchwide, and the other 50% split 

in half (25%) each to the Campus ministry at Bemidji 

and Moorhead. 

 

Now a topic most of us don’t like to hear or talk about is 

money. Money going to churchwide has been decreasing 

each and every year, from synods and church units.  The 

staff is trying to give us the level of service we are accus-

tomed, with less personal. I  am challenging each unit to 

increase their giving to church wide.  

 

When voting members attend the triennial convention, 

there are costs associated with the convention, such as; 

registration, travel expenses, hotel rooms and food.  This 

meeting is mandated by our constitution.  The average 

expense for each voting member is about $2,500.00.  The 

churchwide treasurer, Ely Smith, reported that if each 

unit gave an ADDITIONAL $50.00 to the church wide 

organization, and designate it for the Triennial conven-

tion, the expenses for the convention would be paid!  So 

here’s the challenge— to have each unit send in an addi-

tional $100.00 for the 2015-2016 fiscal years, and then 

next year, (which begins February 1st) send in another 

$50.00. Please, this needs to be an ADDITIONAL 

amount above your regular offerings.  You can use Form 

B.  Who’s up for the challenge?  I hope each unit takes 

on this challenge, any amount would be appreciated. 

 

Thanks for reading my ramblings! 

 

Peace, 

 

Sue Ellwanger, President 

 

Your offerings support: 
 

 Gather Magazine 

 Scholarships 

 Bold Connections 

 Racial Justice Advocacy 

 Cross-Cultural Immersion 

 Global Education 

 Raising Up Healthy Women and Girls 

 Grants 

 Human Trafficking Advocacy 

 Award-Winning Bible studies 

 Resource Materials 

 Café e-zine, Podcasts, Outreach to Youth and 

Young Adults, and so much more. 

 

 

Make connections, presidents says 
by Terri Lackey 

“Now’s the time to connect and show our passion for the organiza-
tion,” said Women of the ELCA executive board president Patti Aus-
tin. 
Addressing the executive board during its April 21-24 meeting, she 
said, “We don’t have forever. We only have two or three meetings 
left, and we need to make a difference,” referring to the 2014-2017 
triennium during which the current board is serving. 
The board met in downtown Chicago on the Loyola University cam-
pus where it approved offering designations for the triennial conven-
tion and gathering and a basic schedule for the triennial gathering. It 
acted on recommendations from the Conference of Presidents in 
February, dealt with a 2015 fiscal year deficit of nearly $150,000 and 
engaged in visioning for the Women of the ELCA grants program. 
“We have a purpose here. We have a purpose statement. We have 
a passion for the organization and now it’s time to make connec-
tions,” Austin said in her president’s report. She was speaking to all 
board members, but specifically those who are rotating off. 



Austin said at the Conference of Presidents in 
February, she asked the presidents to think about 
three questions: 
1. How did you come to be involved in Women of 
the ELCA? 
2. What do you think is God’s purpose for the 
ministry of the women in your synod? 
3. What vision do you have for the future of your 
synod and for the Women of the ELCA? 
“For me, these three questions lead us to the 

critical factor in the success of our organization—connection—connection 
to God; connection to each other; and connection to women and girls all 
around the world...” Austin said. 
“Connection is the key, and the conventions that we each attend are the 
perfect time to start making new connections,” Austin said. “Ask how we 
can support their work. Share with them our many ministries and re-
sources. Share your own personal WELCA story. 
“When you speak, speak from your heart. I love this organization,” she 
said. “I love the work that’s being done.” 
Women of the ELCA grants program 
Inez Torres Davis, director for justice and coordinator of the Women of the 
ELCA grants program, asked the board to help envision a new future the 
grants program. 
She took them through an exercise that helped determine “how we can 
fulfill our mission and purpose statements through the grants program” 
and “how we can strengthen the grants program by making it simpler and 
more focused.” 
Torres Davis said the grants program is on hiatus this year as a team 
works to “create a clear, crisp and succinct description for our program.” 
Finances 
In financial matters, the board plans to deal with a 2015 fiscal year deficit 
of $146,230 by asking the executive director and treasurer to send letters 
to those synodical women’s organizations (SWOs) that did not submit any 
offerings in 2015. 
Those letters “of encouragement and support” would affirm the SWOs 
participation in the organization, observe the SWOs lack of giving and 
seek feedback for further conversation. 
If income is not at the level needed by July 31, the board will recommend 
churchwide spending be reduced by 10 percent across the board in 
FY2016. 
“We—executive board and staff—are called to shepherd this organization 
at this time in history,” said Women of the ELCA executive director Linda 
Post Bushkofsky. 
She said the board and staff have the responsibility to “steward the organi-
zation … to the best of our ability knowing that God is calling and support-
ing Lutheran women in this ministry. 
“Whatever our current financial challenges—and there will always be 
some financial challenges—the organization will survive, even thrive, all in 
God’s time.” 
During the meeting, the board collected an offering of $1,905 that will go 
to the ongoing ministry of the churchwide organization. 
Audrey Riley, director for stewardship, reported that “100 percent of our 
churchwide board” made a gift of record in 2015. 
“Women give. Women are very generous. That is what we do,” Riley said. 
Board actions 
In its spring meeting, the board:  
—adopted a recommendation to designate the Tenth Triennial Convention 
(2017) offering to be distributed: 
50 percent to Women of the ELCA ongoing ministries, and 

50 percent PV for Phebe Hospital, addressing a memorial 
passed at the Ninth Triennial Convention. (Photovoltaics [PV] is 
the name of a method of converting solar energy into direct cur-
rent electricity.) 
—adopted a recommendation to designate Tenth Triennial Gath-
ering (2017) offerings in the following way: 
The offering at the opening worship service will be a Thankoffer-
ing to support the ongoing ministries of Women of the ELCA 
The offering at the closing worship service will be distributed as 
follows:  
50 percent to the ongoing ministries of Women of the ELCA 
25 percent to PV for Phebe 
25 percent to Cherish All Children, a social ministry organization 
affiliated with the ELCA that equips congregations to prevent 
sexual exploitation of children. 
 
 —adopted a recommendation to put 10 percent of a $50,000 
bequest received in April from the Estate of Theda Suggs toward 
the Tenth Triennial Convention (2017). 
 —adopted a motion en bloc to address in various ways recom-
mendations from the Conference of Presidents. 
 —agreed to pass on recommendations for India endowment 
grants to the executive director for review and distribution. Funds 
for grants to ministries in India come from specific restricted-
purpose endowments of predecessor women’s organizations 
and are awarded on an annual basis. Approximately $16,200 will 
be distributed to five different women’s ministries in India. 
 —adopted a recommendation to ask SWO convention presi-
dents to place in registration packets a “listening post” question-
naire to encourage feedback from convention attendees. 
 —adopted a continuing resolution that the president appoint a 
SWO convention coordinator and that she be considered a nec-
essary presence at the annual Conference of Presidents. 
 —adopted a recommendation under Article VI, Section 3 of the 
SWO approved constitution to add an amendment that states, 
“Pre-convention reports shall be distributed to each voting mem-
ber-elect at least 20 days prior to the SWO convention.” The 
amendment must go to the Tenth Triennial Convention for con-
sideration. 
 —adopted a recommendation to place the Tenth Triennial Con-
vention Rules of Procedure on the table until the October 2016 
meeting, awaiting consultation with the parliamentarian. 
 —adopted a proposed 2017-2020 calendar. 
The board also heard reports from the treasurer, staff and stand-
ing committees; engaged in stewardship education and racial 
justice advocacy education; received reports from advisors; and 
reviewed board members’ participation in the 2016 conventions 
of synodical women’s organizations. 
The executive board’s next meeting is Oct. 20-23, 2016, at the 
Lutheran Center in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Terri Lackey is director for communication for Women of the 
ELCA 
 

Patti Austin 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Giddings was elected to the executive board in 

July 2014. She serves on the program and communica-

tion committee and is also the representative to the Lu-

theran Men in Mission board. 

Before her election, Nancy served as president of the 

Minneapolis Area Synodical Women’s Organization, in 

which she had previously served as vice president. Nan-

cy has also been active with the Today’s Dream: To-

morrow’s Reality network for many years, serving as an 

anti-racism trainer. Nancy also is a member of the Min-

neapolis Area Synod’s Global Partnership table. 

Nancy is a member of Cross of Hope Lutheran Church 

in Ramsey, Minn., where she and her family have been 

members since 1987. She is an assisting minister and 

sings in two choirs. Nancy has served on her church 

council, including a time as council president. She is 

currently the chair of the worship and music table and is 

the prayer chain coordinator. 

Nancy is a widow and has four children and five grand-

children. In her spare time, she takes part in a blind au-

dio dart league and a blind bowling league. She has 

been editor of the newsletter for the American Blind 

Bowling Association since 2008.  
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Keynote Speaker 

Jodi Houge 

Churchwide Board Rep 

Nancy Giddings 

Jodi Houge was raised by North Dakota potato 

farmers. Incidentally, she loves watching things 

grow. When Jodi was in seminary, she planted a 

new ELCA church called Humble Walk Luther-

an Church in the neighborhood where she lives 

with her husband, 2 girls, 2 chickens and 1 dog. 

People describe her as a "good eater."  
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Maria is a senior manager at Scholarship Man-

agement Services and treasurer for her Women 

of the ELCA unit at Scandian Grove Lutheran 

Church, Saint Peter, Minn. Maria is also in-

volved in many other church activities, includ-

ing the stewardship committee, auditor and 

choir and lutefisk dinner committee. She serves 

as a board member for both the Nicollet County 

Library System and Nicollet County Historical 

Society. She enjoys reading, working puzzles, 

going to plays, baking and attending the high 

school sporting events of her niece and nephew. 

Maria Lokensgard  

Minneapolis 2017 

Convention Workshop 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Praise and Proverbs with Pen 
 

We will explore ways to give praise, find purpose and ex-
perience pleasure as we “Zendoodle” our way through the 
virtues of the Proverbs 31 Woman.  Zendoodling is a mix-
ture of zentangling, doodling, calligraphy, block printing, 
coloring and  scribbling. This is an opportunity to relax, 
create, be prayerful or even vent if necessary. Perfection is 
not the purpose. There is no right or wrong way to do it, 
but to help you get started there will be some instructions 
and suggestions. Paper and pens will be provided but feel 
free to bring your favorite scribbling instruments. Susan 
Humphrey is a puttering  artist, a positively peculiar art 
teacher and a purposeful Woman of the ELCA.   
Susan is married to David, a life-long Lutheran, and is 
mother to Sara and Ryan, Max (a Belarusian exchange 
student) and Melissa (an Oaks Indian Mission Graduate 
who calls Susan “Mom”). But her greatest joy is her grand-
daughter, Anna, the most talented, gorgeous and intelli-
gent 5 year old on the planet! 
Susan has worked part-time as a children’s photographer, 
reading tutor, wedding consultant and as the K-12 Art 
teacher at Immanuel Lutheran Christian Academy. In her 
unscheduled moments, she loves to “get crafty,” ride her 
bike or motorcycle, zentangle and play bridge. She lives to 
travel (her husband says her suitcase is always close to 
the door and ready to go). As an artist and a teacher, she 
is always looking for opportunities to serve others creative-
ly and purposefully. Each day is another thread in God’s 
woven tapestry plan for her life. 

Susan Humphrey 
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Physical Offering for Convention 

 

At the 2016 SWO convention we are asking you to bring gen-

tly used purses filled with items all ladies need and use. 

These purses will distributed through Someplace Safe a non-

profit organization working to eliminate violence in West 

Central Minnesota and beyond. 

 

Suggestions of Items to include in the purses: 

• Full size bottles of unopened shampoo and conditioner 

• Toothpaste 

•Toothbrushes 

• Unopened body wash/soap 

• Razors and Shaving Cream 

• Shower Sponges 

• Body Lotion 

• New Brushes or Combs 

• Mouth Wash 

• Deodorant 

• Tampons/maxi pads  
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Hotel Options in Perham 
 

Grandstay Hotel & Suites        Reservations: (218) 346-2033 

231 Market Drive           E-mail:  perham@grandstay.net  

Perham MN 56573          Website: WWW.GRANDSTAYPERHAM.COM  

Rooms: Double Queen  $112.00   plus tax 

     King   $122.00   plus tax 

       King Deluxe     $127.00   plus tax 

     King 1 bedroom   $142.00   plus tax 

    King Handicapped  $112.00  plus tax 

Please refer to:  Terri Olson –reserved rooms when booking 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Super 8 Perham Reservations: (218) 346-7888    or 1-800-800-8000 

106 Jake Street SE E-mail: super8perham@yahoo.com  

Perham, MN 56573 Website: WWW.super8.com  

Queen Rooms- 1 Person- $89.99,  

  2 People- $89.99 

  3 People- $ 98.99 

  4 People- $107.99 

Please refer to WELCA- Lutheran Women  

Silent Auction 
Theme Baskets 

Ideas: 
 

Garden 
Baby 

Personal Care 
Meditation 

Books 
Cooking 

 
All proceeds go to those 

attending the 2017  

Triennial Gathering 

 

mailto:perham@grandstay.net
http://WWW.GRANDSTAYPERHAM.COM
mailto:super8perham@yahoo.com
http://WWW.super8.com
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Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization Convention 
             September 16th & 17th, 2016~ Calvary Lutheran Church, 619 3rd Ave. SW., Perham, MN 

 

Convention Registration 
ALL ATTENDEES MUST COMPLETE THIS FORM 
Voting Member Registration due by August 12, 2016 

Non-Voting Registration due no later than September 9, 2016 

 

_____ Voting Member (1 per Congregation)    _____ Non-Voting         _____ Conference Officer 

_____ Convention Planning Committee   _____ SWO Board Member            _____ 1st Time Grant Recipient 
 

PLEASE PRINT: 

Name __________________________________________________    Phone ___________________________ 

Address   _______________________________________________    City _____________________________ 

State ______   Zip __________  E-mail___________________________________________________________ 
 

Are you the contact for your Congregational Unit?    _____Yes        _____No 

 Conference # ________ Name of Congregation ___________________________City_____________________ 

 CHECK PLAN DESIRED:  Register early to save money and facilitate Convention planning!   

    If postmarked by August 12:              Postmarked August 12 to September 9: 
 

 _____Full - Friday and Saturday     ___ $55.00    ____ $65.00 
          (Includes all Meals & Breaks)  

_____Friday Only                        ___ $35.00    ____ $45.00 
                         (Includes Banquet) 

____ Saturday Only          ____$35.00    ____ $45.00    
       (Includes Lunch & Breaks)                     
       

Please Indicate Any Special Dietary Needs: ____________________________________________________ 
 

No Cash; Checks Only, Payable to NW MN SWO           Check Total: $ ___________________ 
 

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED ON OR BEFORE DUE DATES – NO EXCEPTIONS 

FULL PAYMENT REQUIRED WITH REGISTRATION FORM  

NO REFUNDS AFTER SEPTEMBER 1……….…. HOWEVER, REGISTRATIONS ARE TRANSFERRABLE 

 
 

MAIL REGISTRATION FORM WITH CHECK TO: NW MN SWO Convention  
      Carla Gauwitz, Registrar 

                    44727 Yellow Pine Drive 

                    Perham, MN  56573 

      Phone (218) 841-1175 

      cgauwitz@arvig.net 

 

Attending Leadership Training?  ______ Yes   ______ No 

(If you are an officer of a unit or conference you are encouraged to attend the Leadership Training) 
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Friday, September 16 

Schedule of Events 

12:00PM - 5:00 PM Registration Opens 
Voting Members must register by 1:30 PM 

1:30 PM - 2:00 PM Committees Meet 

2:10 PM - 5:00 PM Business Meeting in the Sanctuary 
Hands On Activity - Bandage Rolling 
Susan Humphrey:  Praise & Proverbs with Pen 
  

5:00 PM - 6:00 PM Meet & Greet Social Hour 

6:00 PM Banquet 

7:15 PM - 8:00 PM Nancy Giddings, Churchwide Report 
Maria Lokensgaard, Triennial Promoter 

8:00 PM Evening Service 

7:45 AM - 8:30 AM Registration 
Hands On Project:  Bandage Rolling 
Coffee & Conversation 

8:45 AM Communion Worship Service w/installation of Board members 
and 2017 Trienial Voting Members 

10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Leadership Training 

10:00 AM - 11:10 AM WORKSHOPS: 
Susan Humphrey – Praise & Proverbs with Pen 
Pastor Jana Kontz – Hospice Chaplin 

11:15 AM to Noon Bible Study with Pastor Laurie Natwick 

Noon - 12:45 PM Sing a long in Sanctuary/Gathering Music & 
Triennial Promotor-Maria Lookensgaard 

1:00 PM to 2:00 PM Keynote Speaker- Pastor Jodi Houge 
Humble Walk Lutheran Church St. Paul, MN 

2:15 PM - 2:55 PM Announcements 
Offerings Report 
Mary Magdalene Award 

3:00 Closing of the convention 

Saturday, September 17 
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Need a Gift Idea? 
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Your purchase of jewelry, aprons, shawls , T-shirts, 
mugs, and pewter ornaments support the mission of the 
Women of  the ELCA.  Visit womenoftheelca.org or call 
800-638-3522 to place an order, 

Strawberry Rhubarb Sangria 
 

1/4 cup Sugar 
1/2 cup Water 
2 Rhubarb Stalks, cut in half-inch pieces 
1/2 cup fresh orange juice (from one orange) 
1 Orange, halved and cut into quarter-inch slices 
1 pint strawberries, hulled and quartered 
4 cups (32 oz) chilled seltzer 
1 bottle (750 ml) chilled sparkling wine, such as Champagne or Prosec-
co 

Ice 
 
Directions:  Combine Sugar and water.  Bring to a boil; add rhubarb.  
Transfer mixture to a medium heatproof bowl and let cool to room 
temperature, about 30 minutes.  Meanwhile, in pitcher or large bowl, 
combine orange juice, orange slices, and strawberries.  To serve, add 
cooled rhubarb mixture, seltzer, sparkling wine and ice. 
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