
It has been an uplifting experi-
ence for our clients to receive 
a stylish handbag filled with 
needed items, knowing that 
they are supported by area 
community members on their 
journey to find safety, options, 
and hope. 
Thank you to all of the mem-
bers of the NW MN Synodical 
Women who contributed to 
this amazing offering for Some-
place Safe.  Your support of 
our organization makes it pos-
sible for Someplace Safe to 
provide services to over 4,500 
victims and survivors of crime, 
families, and community mem-
bers each year. 
 
To learn more about Some-
place Safe, please visit: 
www.someplacesafe.info.  To 
stay up to date on agency hap-
penings and events, sign up for 
our monthly e-newsletter at: 
http://
www.someplacesafe.info/
newsletters.html. 

Someplace Safe would like to 
extend our deepest apprecia-
tion to the NW MN Synodical 
Women for the outpouring of 
support given to our organiza-
tion. When Sue Ellwanger con-
tacted our organization earlier 
in the year in regards to a 
physical collection on Some-
place Safe’s behalf at the NW 
MN Synodical Women’s Con-
vention in September, we 
were excited and pleased that 
Someplace Safe was chosen.  

However, we never imagined 
the magnitude of the gift we 
would receive. What a won-
derful surprise! 
 
A total of 483 purses and totes 
were donated by the NW MN 
Synodical Women to Some-
place Safe. The large assort-
ment of bags were filled with a 
variety of needed items, rang-
ing from toiletries and person-
al hygiene items, to gift cards 
and even cell phones.  These 
items are very useful to Some-
place Safe’s clients, as a large 
number of them are in need of 
them due to the dynamics of 
crime and abuse. 
 
The impact of the purse and 
tote collection is far reaching.  
In fact, the 483 bags were dis-
bursed throughout Someplace 
Safe’s 9 county service area, 
which includes: Big Stone, 
Douglas, Grant, Otter Tail 
(Fergus Falls and Perham), 
Pope, Stevens, Traverse, 
Wadena, and Wilkin counties.  
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CLUSTER 1 - ROXANNE GOULET  
She is involved in many church activ-
ities. She is WELCA President, Sec-
retary of the church council, writes 
articles for the "Link", the Mt. Car-
mel's newsletter, she encourages 
people to become involved in church 
activities.  Roxanne has served as 
acting Cluster 1 President and Finan-
cial Recorder.  She has served on 
the NW MN Synodical Board for 4 
years, serving as Election chairper-
son, Missions and Growth, Nominat-
ing advisor and is the 2016 Conven-
tion planning committee.  
 In 2016, she attended the 35th year 
Biennial convention in India, meeting 
with the Bible Women of India and 
visiting areas of interest in our Sister 
Synod.  In May of 2016 she attended 
the NW MN Synod Assembly as a 
voting member. She is also involved 
in the American Legion Auxiliary as 
Treasurer.   
She quilts at church, loves to read, 
enjoys yard work.   Roxanne has 5 
children, 20 grandchildren and 4 
great-grandchildren. 

CLUSTER 2 - CAROLE WRIGHT 
Carole is an active member and vol-
unteer at Immanuel Lutheran in 
Plummer. She has served on the 
church council, taught Sunday 
school, served on event committees, 
including our 125th Anniversary com-
mittee and is a VERY active member 
of WELCA.  Carole has served as 
WELCA President, Mission and 
Growth Chairperson and various oth-
er positions.  Currently she is serving 
as co-mission action chairperson.  
Carole has lead countless Bible stud-
ies and created many programs for 
our ladies group.  There is always a 
good attendance at our Mother 
Daughter Tea event, where the pro-
grams she leads are well planned, 
inspirational and just plain "FUN' 
events.  Carole uses 'good, old-

fashioned' creativity and materials 
for the beautiful bulletin boards 
she creates, our congregation can-
not wait to see what is new at each 
season and/or event. 
Carole has been the driving force 
for the Immanuel LWR quilting, 
organizing the quilters, who meet 
several times a year to sew, as-
semble and tie the quilts.  She 
makes sure there are supplies, 
and she has made diapers and 
assembled countless layettes for 
LWR. 
Carole and her husband live on 
their farm SE of Plummer.  Carole 
taught school in Plummer for many 
years and is now retired.  She 
loves to read, garden, and gener-
ously volunteers her time and tal-
ents at Immanuel Lutheran church 
in Plummer. 

CLUSTER 3 - JUDY DRAGSETH 
Judy was very active in their rural 
parish in Eldred teaching Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible School 
for many years.  She was a Hos-
pice volunteer for over 35 years, 
where she testified of her Christian 
faith to the sick and dying.  In 2010 
she received an award for being 
the longest serving Hospice volun-
teer in the Red River Valley.  She 
is a longtime member of the River-
view Hospital Auxiliary, serving as 
chairman and in many other ca-
pacities.  Judy received River-
view's "Reaching Out to Serve 
Award' a few years ago. She was 
Co-chair of the hospital's $20 mil-
lion fund drive. Also Judy was a 
Lutheran Social Service Respite 
Care volunteer for over 20 years.  
In 1997, the Minnesota Hospital 
and Healthcare Assn awarded Ju-
dy the "Volunteer of the Year' 
award.  In 1998 she was the first 
ever NW Minnesota Women's 
Fund's "Outstanding Community 
Builder' award.  The Crookston 

High School in 2010 chose Judy 
for their Hall of Fame, but she 
turned it down because she 
doesn't like public recognition. 
Judy has demonstrated the 'Go 
and Tell' spirit her entire life by 
being one of the first to bring 
food to a grieving family, send-
ing cards of encouragement, 
visiting those who are ill or shut-
in, or sitting with a dying Hospice 
patient. 
Judy is a lifelong resident of the 
Crookston area, graduating as 
Valedictorian from Crookston 
High School in 1957.  She is 
married to Allan Dragseth, has 4 
children.  In 2006 they joined 
Trinity Lutheran in Crookston 
and have been active members 
since.  She is currently the Vice 
President of Trinity WELCA, co-
chairs of the service work 
groups, and leader of the Mary 
Bible study guild.  Though she 
doesn't like the limelight, Judy is 
a very willing volunteer and al-
ways one of the first to offer her 
services wherever she can. 

CLUSTER 4 - 
MERRILY BURMEISTER 
Merrily is a retired elementary 
teacher, she has touched many 
lives during her years of teach-
ing in the Bemidji area. To know 
her to to love her. She is kind, 
caring, and compassionate. She 
has carried these adjectives into 
her church life, but we need to 
add leadership and organized to 
that list. She is a strong leader 
who does not dictate, but leads 
with democratic methods. She 
listens to the needs of the group 
and gently guides us to our goal. 
We are proud to call her our 
friend. 
At this time she is an active 
member of First Lutheran church 
in Bemidji.  She currently is 
President of WELCA and a circle 
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member; she helps with LWR pro-
jects and Thankofferings. She has 
helped with countless events at her 
church.  She has served on the 
Parish council, the Education, 
Stewardship, Fellowship, Public 
Relations and Evangelism teams. 
She has been on the NW MN Syn-
odical Board for 4 years, chairing 
the Young Women's Scholarships 
for 1 year,. the High School Schol-
arships for 2 years, and chair of the 
First Timer's Scholarships for 1 
year. She has been the NW MN 
Board Representative to Cluster 3 
for the past 4 years  Merrily has 
been a Triennial Voting Delegate 
for 2 Triennials...in Spokane and 
also in Charlotte. 
Merrily has been an inspiration to 
many within our church and our 
extended community. She visits 
church members that are hospital-
ized or in short term care, she vol-
unteers weekly at the Sanford med-
ical center gift shop, serves on the 
55 Connection board at the 1st Na-
tional Bank, member of the Delta 
Kappa Gamma chapter in Bemidji, 
and supports our local symphony. 
She is married to Marv and has 2 
adult sons and a daughter-in-law.  
She loves flower gardening, She 
feels blessed to be healthy and be 
able to serve God in any way that 
she can.   

CLUSTER 5 -  
HARRIET BRUESHOFF 
Harriet is a member of Grace Lu-
theran in Ada, MN.  In her quiet, 
unassuming way lives Jesus' com-
mand to "GO and TELL."  In all as-
pects of her life, as a wife, and 
mother, prayer and scripture has 
been a daily part of her family life. 
As a member of the community, 
Harriet shares her faith, not by 
'preaching to others' but by model-
ing through her actions and quiet 
words of comfort and care.  She 
has been a teacher, 4-H leader, 

nurse's aide, and leads Bible study for 
residents of the local nursing home. 
Through the years at Grace Lutheran 
she has served as director of the Stew-
ardship committee, she understands 
that stewardship must go beyond the 
church walls.  One of the programs 
she helped develop was "Coins for 
Heaven's Sake," a monthly coin offer-
ing with proceeds given to local com-
munity and national organizations 
working with the needy.  She is cur-
rently the director of the Evangelism 
committee and is responsible for 
reaching out to, and welcoming new 
people in the community. She has vol-
unteered as a Befriender, and has de-
veloped our own version called "Faith 
Sharing" where we visit nursing home 
residents. She is a willing worker in 
such activities as WELCA, quilting, and 
serving groups. Harriet is frequently 
called on to lead our women's Bible 
studies. Her insights and understand-
ing of scripture demonstrate the depths 
of her faith to those participating. 
 Harriet grew up in the Ada, MN 
area.  She graduated from Concordia 
College with a BA in Physical Educa-
tion/Health and a minor in Biology.  
She taught for several years until she 
married. She has 3 children, and was 
able to stay at home until they were in 
the upper elementary grades.  The 
next period of her life was spent work-
ing in local nursing homes for 24 years 
as a CAN, Med Aide and a licensed 
social worker.  She grew up in the 
Methodist church until she joined the 
Lutheran church when she married. 
God blessed her with opportunities 
through these churches to study His 
Word which led her into a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

CLUSTER 6 -  
ROMELDA HANSON 
Romelda has been an active mem-
ber of WELCA since her family 
joined the Lutheran Church of 
Christ the King in 1973.  Life expe-
riences and opportunities have 
molded Romelda into who she is 
today.  Her immigrant grandpar-
ents, from Norway, and her par-
ents, deemed church and church 
activities the most important part of 
their heritage. 
Romelda is the type of person who 
never says 'no' and is always 
ready to lend a hand for whatever 
project, social event, or ministry 
need that is requiring attention at 
Christ the King. She quietly serves 
with strength and humor.  She has 
been active in her circle, serving 
regularly as circle chair and Bible 
study leader.  Throughout her life 
she has taught Sunday school, and 
release time, sung in the choir, 
served as President of the Ladies 
Aid, an active member of WELCA, 
she recently completed a 3 year 
term on the WELCA board; served 
as leader for Christ the Kings' 
'Joyous Older Youth' group, and as 
a mentor for a Confirmation stu-
dent with disabilities. 
Romelda has served as coordina-
tor for the LWR kit drives in the 
spring and fall for many years.  
She has participated in the quilters, 
not only making quilts for home 
and foreign missions, but also that 
a special quilt is made for each 
graduating senior.    
As a member of the community of 
Moorhead, while her husband was 
serving overseas on a military mis-
sion she had the privilege of help-
ing a young mother of 4 find a 
church home at Christ the King.  
All these life experiences have 
been rewarding, enriching, and 
strengthened Romelda in her faith, 
making her a women who has 
been faithful to Jesus' command to 
"Go and Tell." 



CLUSTER 7 -  
LOUANNE GERDES 
Louanne is past 90 years old, she 
is still a very active member of 
First Lutheran of Detroit Lakes 
and also at the cluster/
conference level as well. 
She is the current Coordinator for 
Cluster 7, soon to be Conference 
6, for the past 2 years she has 
organized the churches and pro-
grams for our spring and fall 
events. meeting several times 
with the local groups to complete 
the planning.  This is a position 
she held many years ago and 
stepped up to do it again when 
no one wanted to take on this 
responsibility. 
Louanne serves on the Altar 
committee, maintaining the sup-
plies and working on various 
Sundays to prepare and clean up 
afterwards. She also helps with 
the LWR projects, shopping at 
sales for items for layettes, and is 
there on packing day putting to-
gether kits and packing in boxes.  
She has been her Miriam/Sarah 
Circle chairman for many years, 
helps with special event brunches 
and lunches, leads the lesson 
and helps with 'We Care' rebates 
which are used for food and gas 
cards, youth projects and other 
projects in the community.  Her 
circle also serves at the Nutrition 
Center one day every month. 
For many years she served as 
chairman of the Flower commit-
tee at church, organizing mem-
bers to work each month, and 
decorating the church for special 
occasions as well as Easter and 
Christmas.  In November, 
Louanne would contact the work 
crew who decorates 5-6 Christ-
mas trees; hang greens and 
wreaths, angels and a big nativity 
set. She would then make a very 
large beef stew every year to 

been married for 49 years.  They 
have resided in Fergus Falls for 43 
years, and joined Augustana Luther-
an church shortly after their arrival.  
They have 2 sons and 2 grandchil-
dren..  Mary was a dietician at Lake 
Region Hospital for over 30 years. 
She enjoys reading, gardening, and 
is a wonderful cook and baker.  The 
quilters are often surprised by what 

she brings for morning coffee time . 

CLUSTER 9 - RUTH AMUNDSON 
Ruth has been a life time member of 
the Vining church, and has always 
played a strong leadership role in 
many ways.  She has been Sunday 
school Superintendent, Vacation 
Bible School leader, and for 22 years 
was our WELCA President!  She 
organized and worked many hours 
on our Watermelon Day breakfast for 
Vining Watermelon Days.  She also 
chaired and the chief cook for our 
many Lutefisk and Meatball dinners, 
and I am sure you all know that not 
everyone can make Lutefisk 'just 
right.' 
Ruth was instrumental in the first 
addition to our church entry project, 
she knew what was needed and 
even made the carpenter re-do the 
steps because they were not deep 
enough. She has always been a will-
ing worker.  But the love of serving in 
the kitchen for large groups was her 
specialty. Funerals, weddings, clus-
ter meetings, birthdays, special 
WELCA meetings, she can plan a 
menu and pull it off. 
Ruth has always looked for ways to 
help and serve and her faith and 
how she lives is an inspiration to us 
all. She has a wonderful sense of 
humor and can find good in any situ-
ation.  She leads with a strong and 
compassionate manner. She instills 
in all, the desire to do better and give 
our best and to always thank our 
Lord for our blessings. She would be 
one of the first to "Go and Tell' the 
good news to all she could get to 
listen. 

serve all the volunteers, she or-
ders replacements of worn deco-
rations and lights, and then line 
up a day in January to dismantle 
the decoration, and plan pot luck 
for that day also. 
Louanne is also greeter and 
reader for church services.  
Known as the 'Hat Lady' (she has 
over 200 hats of every style and 
color), Louanne is truly a ' Go 
and Tell' woman.   

CLUSTER 8 -  
MARY PETERSON 
Mary exemplifies Jesus' com-
mand to Mary Magdalene to "Go 
and Tell" in every facet of her life.  
Mary's work through Lakeland 
Hospice, mission trips that help to 
rebuild after the devastation of 
Hurricane Katrina and Ike, or 
working in Alabama and Florida 
to build Homes for Habitat, that 
has shown her concern and love 
for those who need to hear and 
see God's words and works.   
Mary has taken classes the past 
10 years at the School for Lay 
Ministry Programs to broaden her 
knowledge.  She often helps her 
husband (Interim Pastor) at New 
Life and Little Bethany, doing the 
Children's sermons and filling in 
as pianist when needed. 
At Augustana Mary represents 
the Evangelism Board on the 
Church council, sings in the choir 
and helps where needed in morn-
ing worship.  She is involved with 
WELCA, serving as the Mission 
Action committee chairperson, 
belongs to a circle and is part of 
the quilting group.  She is a past 
NW MN Synod Board member. 
Everything Mary does, she does 
through Christ to spread the word 
and share His love. 
Mary grew up in Rutland, ND and 
graduated from Foreman.  She 
attended NDSU where she met 
her husband, Jerry at the Luther-
an Student center.  They have 
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wheelchair bags, laundry bags, 
grocery bags, and school bags 
for the children of veterans.  For 
the past few years a few other 
women have helped with the 
sewing, but Virginia does all the 
cutting. They were told the value 
of the items they sew monthly 
averages $1500 a month. 
It has been 69 years since Vir-
ginia started teaching Sunday 
school, but at almost 86 she con-
tinues to "Go and Tell." 

There were many wonderful la-
dies who were also nominated 
for this Award. I want to thank all 
the churches and groups who 
nominated them.  All the women 
are worthy of this Mary Magda-
lene Award. 
Genevieve Michal - First Luther-
an of Salol 
Betty Wignes - Bethany of Nevis 
Janis Eidsness -Church of the 
Good Shepherd - Moorhead 
Jeanne Rodriguez - Our Savior's  
of Moorhead 
Sharon Chase - Bakke Lutheran 
of Detroit Lakes 
Sandie Bateman - First Lutheran 
of Audubon 
Norma Smith - First Lutheran of 
Detroit Lakes 
Linda Hagen - Trinity of Detroit 
Lakes 
Sue McCracken - Grove Luther-
an of Pelican Rapids 
Laurine Braukmann - St. Peter's 
of New York Mills 
Nellda Lehne - Zion of Amor 
Jan Hillesland - Immanuel  
Lutheran of Wadena 
Joan Burquest - Esther Lutheran 
of Eagle Bend 
Kathy Ortloff - First Lutheran of 
Alexandria  
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CLUSTER 10 -  
VIRGINIA HANSMANN 
Virginia answered the call to "Go 
and Tell" when she was asked in 
1947 to teach Sunday school to 
3rd and 4th graders at First Lu-
theran at Bayport,MN.  In 1953 
she married Carroll Volkman and 
joined our congregation (Little 
Saux/Long Bridge) where she con-
tinued to teach Sunday school and 
Vacation Bible school and became 
an active member of the 'Ladies 
Aid."  She has served as WELCA 
President, Vice President and 
Treasurer, has served on many 
committees, led Bible Studies and 
served as Treasurer on church 
council. 
She only took time off from teach-
ing when her son and daughter 
were born. In 1966 her husband 
was disabled in a car accident but 
she continued to teach with her 2 
children attending.  She also kept 
the farm business going and 
worked at Finger Hut until it closed 
in 1990. In 1972 she taught the 
confirmation class. For a few 
years Sunday school was discon-

tinued in our church due to lack of 
children. In 1982 her husband Car-
roll passed away.  In 1988 Virginia 
married Laurel Hansmann, and 
she worked at the Todd County 
Soil and Water Conservation for 1-
1/2 years and then for the Federal 
Natural Resource Conservation 
Corps for a year.  They moved to 
Gray Eagle in 2002, and Laurel 
passed away in 2010.   In 2001 it 
troubled Virginia that 2 young girls 
in the congregation were not being 
taught, so she took it upon herself 
to once again "Go and Tell" even 
though she had to drive 20 
minutes to get to the church. In 
2006 she wrote a book "Prominent 
Biblical Women" to show these 
girls the importance of women in 
the church.  This book was not 
only used in Sunday school but 
also as our women's group bible 
study for 2 years.  
Virginia also shares God's mes-
sage as chaplain of the Little Saux 
Legion Auxiliary. She used her 
sewing skills to make needed 
items for the VA hospitals and the 
Eagles Healing Nest.  She sewed 



Dear BOLD Women of the NW MN SWO: 

 

What beautiful fall weather we have been experiencing. It has been very tempting to 

put off the chores of getting our homes and yards ready for the Minnesota winter that 

we know will come. 

 

Looking back, it has been a busy fall. We had a great SWO convention at Calvary, Perham.  The ladies from  

Calvary and Immanuel, Wadena did an excellent hosting the convention.  We said “God Speed” and “Thank you” 

to Board members Vicki Heydt, Sharon Mortrud, Merrily Burmeister and Roxanne Goulet. Thank you for your 

service to the Women of the ELCA. We welcomed new members: Bonnie Wagner-Vice President, Lois Balko-

Secretary, Joan Westlake and Susan Smith as Board members. Please keep the board members in your prayers as 

we make decisions on behalf of the NW MN Women of the ELCA.  Eight voting members were elected to repre-

sent you at the Triennial Convention in 2017. Our Worship Service led by Pastors Cassie Anderson from Calvary, 

Rachel Stout -First Evangelical Parkers Prairie, Megan Clapp – Immanuel Wadena and Pastor Laurie Natwick, 

Assistant to the Bishop was inspiring.  Bishop Larry Wohlrabe led a spirit filled Bible Study.  Our keynote speak-

er, Pastor Jodi Houge was truly awesome!  The breakout sessions were varied and enjoyable to attend.  The physi-

cal offering of 483 purses and totes for Someplace Safe went beyond anything I could have imagined. 
 

As of this writing, we do not have a site or date for the 2107 convention.  It is to be hosted by Conferences 1, 2 and 

3.  We hope some unit will step up and say “yes, we can do this!”   Please contact me if you are interested and I 

can answer questions you may have. 
 

We have made it through our 1st Fall Gatherings as new conferences.  There were a few hiccups along the way, but 

we will keep soldiering on!   

 

Looking towards 2017, our Triennial Gathering will be held in July in Minneapolis.  This event will never be clos-

er to us for a long time.  The Triennial Gathering is a Celebration of Faith and Friendship with engaging speakers, 

inspiring worship and exciting musicians.  I hope you are considering attending this event.  In another article in 

this newsletter, Ardys Horner, is giving some of the preliminary details of busing options to Minneapolis.  

 
A series of five devotions to help you and others prepare for the Tenth Triennial Gath-

ering are now available. Enjoy the meditative practice of coloring as part of the devo-

tions. The devotions include: Renewal of Creation (Psalms 104:30), Renewal of Sight 

(Isaiah 43:19), Renewal of Spirit (Romans 12:2), Renewal of Hope (2 Corinthians 

4:16), and Renewal of Life (Titus 3:4-5). They can be downloaded from 

www.welcatg.org. 

 

Peace and many blessings! 

 

Sue Ellwanger 

From the Desk of the President 
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Pastor Jodi Houge was our keynote speaker at our annual SWO convention.  

She serves the Humble Walk Lutheran Church in St. Paul.  Humble Walk is 

a church without walls and no membership, all are welcome.  They are a 

church on the go, they have moved from one vacant building to another.  

They hold their Bible Study at a Pub.  Jodi did her internship at Zion Amor, 

so I got to know her very well.  I’m proud of her accomplishments as a mes-

senger of Christ.  She is a very enthusiastic, upbeat person.  Her ministry 

reaches to those we have ignored before.  Her message was very inspiration-

al.  She talked about all churches being in a state of change and we need to 

re-evaluate the way we are doing things.  We need to think of what we want 

to do and not do something because we have always done it.  We all have 

multiple gifts.. 

Submitted by:  Carol Gealow 

 



We were so thrilled to welcome four First Timers to the 29th NW MN 

WELCA Convention in Perham!  They were Roxanne Swisher from 

Vining, Denise Lyngaas from Detroit Lakes, Gladys Luecken from 

Bagley and Amber Krafnick from Fergus Falls.  It was a pleasure to get 

to meet and visit with them!  Some of the highlights of the convention 

for them were just having this scholarship available for those who had 

never attended.  They thought this was really great for someone who 

had never been to a convention and really didn’t know what it was all 

about.   Amber said there were many things to do that met her own per-

sonal interests and she was sure that of others as well. She appreciated 

the choices offered at special times such as the doodling workshop, 

bandage service project, leadership workshop, and silent auction.  

Gladys was impressed with all the women gathered in faith to share in 

First Timer’s Grant Recipients 
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the ministry of the ELCA church.  She liked the 

women sharing the word, Jesus word, which was 

shown in the all women led worship service 

with holy communion.    She thought that the 

organization of the event was totally awesome, 

from the program content, worship service, the 

facility and the meals served.  With regard to the 

leadership workshop, they liked that it was 

available for them to receive some ideas and 

suggestions for their own church group.  They 

also liked the handout which offered many dif-

ferent suggestions for speakers for their own 

WELCA unit.  Roxanne said it also gave her the 

opportunity to sign up to be a speaker for an 

event.   Each of the recipients were thankful for 

the opportunity to attend this convention and are 

looking forward to the future with her church 

ladies!  We are so happy that they were able to 

come and we look forward to seeing them again 

at another convention!  It is our prayer that God 

would continue to bless each of them!   

By Merrily Burmeister 



Lutheran Campus Ministry in Moorhead and 

Bemidji are grateful to the women of the 

NWMN synod for their faithful support.  In 

this season of Thanksgiving, we give thanks 

for each of you.  We give thanks for your 

ministry in your local congregations and we 

give thanks for your partnership in ministry 

with the young people we serve on the cam-

puses at Minnesota State University, Moor-

head, and Bemidji State University.  Your 

financial and prayer support enable us to 

share the gospel with young people through 

worship, fellowship, retreats, mentoring, edu-

cation, and pastoral care.   "Well done, good 

and faithful servants"!   

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Jon B. Olson, LCM at MSUM 

Pastor Tim Megorden, LCM at Bemidji State 
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Lutheran Campus Ministry Bus Trip to Triennial 

We are happy to announce bus arrangements have been made for 

those going to the Triennial Gathering in Minneapolis July 13 –16, 

2017.  One bus will start up North another will go from Detroit 

Lakes and go east.  Cost will be $85 which includes a stop at the 

Minnesota Institute of Art before checking in at our  hotels.  

For more information or to sign up, contact Ardys Horner at 

Ardyshorn@arvig.net or call 218 847 1483 
Spread the word!  

 
THANK YOU!   Giving from the heart helps others grow in Christ.  By 
melding your faith and finances into one, you are giving back to God the 
gifts entrusted to you.  As we celebrate another successful convention, we 
are thankful for your generosity in so many ways.   
 
The following is the financial report from the convention: 
  
 General offering    $2303.00 
  Convention Expense offering            395.00 
 Triennial offering        325.00 
 Scholarship offering         50.00 
   Bible Women of India       395.00 
 Phebe Project          25.00 
 Silent Auction     $2109.00  
 
Since the convention, many units have been sending in their offerings, so 
the report has grown.   Your faithfulness in the support of the Women of 
the ELCA’s mission and ministry is so gratifying to God and others.  May 
you continue to be blessed and grow in your faith. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
 
Carolyn Nelson,  SWO Treasurer 

Treasurers Report 

Installation of Voting Members to the Triennial Convention 

mailto:Ardyshorn@arvig.net
tel:218%20847%201483


 Offerings to Women of the ELCA continue to dwindle in a time when the organi-
zation needs nearly $900,000 to fund a constitutionally required triennial conven-
tion in 2017, the churchwide executive board learned at its fall meeting. The 
board met at the Lutheran Center in Baltimore, Maryland, Oct. 21-23.  

At the same time, interest in the organization and the Tenth Triennial Gathering 
has increased, said Linda Post Bushkofsky, Women of the ELCA’s executive 
director.  

With 66 percent of fiscal year 2016 complete, regular offerings, Thankofferings, 
designated gifts, special offerings and SWO convention offerings have fallen 
almost $1 million below budgeted projections.  

In 2015, the organization realized a $243,840 deficit.  

“Our biggest challenge continues to be regular offerings,” said Ely Smith, executive board treasurer from the South-
western Washington Synod. “There could be a number of reasons for that. We hope that by fiscal year end we’ll be 
more on track.” Regular offerings are those collected in congregational units that benefit the unit, the synodical or-
ganization and the churchwide organization.  

To balance the organization’s proposed budgets for fiscal years 2017 and 2018, the board agreed to allow the 
transfer of nearly $600,000 from two endowments—New Ministries ($84,186) and Eshelman ($515,000). The trans-
fer would deplete the Eshelman Fund.  

“The constitution of our organization requires that we have a convention,” said Bushkfosky. “The alternative (to tak-
ing money from endowments) is to cut staff or cut money from programs and ministries.”  

Bushkofsky said that if money was cut from programs and ministries “then what work would the staff do? We are at 
a critical point because every decision we make will have a counter effect.”  

The staff has not received a pay increase in three years, according to Deborah Calvert, associate executive direc-
tor. The 2018 budget does not allow for an increase, she said.  

The board adopted the fiscal year 2017 budget of $3,246,995, and the proposed budget for fiscal year 2018 will be 
sent to the Tenth Triennial Convention (2017).  

Taking money from the New Ministries Fund impacts the organization’s grant funding, said Gwendolyn King, execu-
tive board member from Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod. “If we take money from this fund, our grants funds will 
be down to $400,000 or so. Help me see if there is another way.  

“I’ve prayed over this. I’ve cried over it,” she said. “The grants ministry is so valuable.” Until this time, interest earned 
on the New Ministries Fund was used to fund an annual grants program for domestic and international agencies 
and ministries.  

Suggestions for raising money to pay for the triennial convention included asking every Women of the ELCA con-
gregational unit to send $50 to the organization.  

“My unit has done it,” said Gwendolynn Edwards, board member from the Nebraska Synod. “If all units would do it, 
that would help.”  

Smith reminded board members to encourage units to give to any ELCA fund, such 
as disaster or hunger, through Women of the ELCA. Every dollar goes to the intend-
ed fund, she said.  

“That way we can recognize the financial impact of women for the entire church,” 
Smith said.  

Written by Terri Lackey, Director of Communication for Women of the ELCA   
Visit  www.women of theelca.org  for full article 

 

Financial Challenges For the Women of the ELCA 
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“Whoever wishes to become great 
among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be 
slave of all. For the Son of Man came 
not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.” 
—Mark 10:43–45 
 
Service is at the heart of our Teach-
er’s ministry.   A disciple’s goal is to 
do as the Teacher does. Jesus shows  
us this odd way of leadership and 
authority. Instead of the people serv-
ing Jesus, Jesus serves them.  Jesus 
calls us to think differently about how 
and why we serve others. He doesn’t 
ask us to pick and choose who gets 
our attention. We are to serve all.  
What does it mean today to be a 

servant leader?  What does this kind 
of serving look like today for Women 
of the ELCA? 
Women of the ELCA is a servant 
leader organization.  It provides re-
sources to assist women in growing 
in their faith. Because of you, the 
organization is able to offer scholar-
ships and grants and other resources 
as a way to grow in faith.   
You, as a servant leader, are an ex-
ample for your synodical organiza-
tion and your unit. Here are ways 
you can help the organization help 
women grow in faith, affirm their 
gifts, support them in their callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and 
promote healing and wholeness 
in the church, the society 
and the world. 
 

• Pray for the organization and its par-
ticipants. 
• Walk alongside others and build 
deep relationships. 
• Give of your resources to financially 
support the organization’s work and 
to assure its future.  If participation, 
giving or commitment are lacking ask 
yourselves, “How’s our service?  Are 
we serving as our Teacher does?” 

 

Nobel Peace Prize winner and 

ELCA International Leaders scholar-

ship recipient Leymah Gbowee will 

be a keynote speaker at the Tenth 

Triennial Gathering (2017) in Minne-

apolis next summer, July 13-16.   

A peace activist and Lutheran from 

Liberia, Africa, Gbowee is known for 

assembling thousands of women 

who prayed in the streets of Liberia, 

eventually putting an end to the 

Second Liberian Civil War in 2003. 

She now works with the Gbowee 

Peace Foundation Africa and Wom-

en of Liberia Mass Action for 

Peace. 

“The extraordinary transformation in 

Leymah Gbowee's life which 

shaped her into a world leader be-

gan in a circle of Lutheran sisters, 

gathered together in prayer,” said 

Linda Post Bushkofsky, executive 

director of Women of the ELCA. 

Discipleship devotion: Do as the Teacher Does  By Valora K Starr 
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PEACE ACTIVIST TO SPEAK OF TRANSFORMATION 

“We each hold that same possi-

bility—that supported in prayer 

and gathered in community, we 

might bring change to our world.” 

She was recipient of the 2011 

Nobel Peace Prize for leading 

women in a non-violent struggle 

to bring peace in Libria.   

Gbowee will offer participants of 

the Tenth Triennial Gathering a 

message of transformation “as 

we gather under the banner All 

Anew,” Bushkofsky said. 

 

Valora K Starr 
(valora.starr@
elca.org) is 
director for 
discipleship 
for Women of 
the ELCA. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leymah_Gbowee
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