
31st Annual Convention Highlights 

Northwestern Minnesota  

Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA 

Fall  2018 Volume 1, Issue 1 

SNOW Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Mary Magdalene 

Awards 

• Convention High-

lights 

• First Timers—Grant 

Recipients 

• President’s Message 

• Churchwide Execu-

tive Board Meeting 

Highlights 

 

Inside this issue: 

Mary Magdalene 

Awards 

2  

Letter from the Desk of 

the President 

3 

Keynote Speaker and 

Workshop Highlights 

4-5 

First Timer’s Grant 

Recipients and Wor-

ship Highlights 

6 

 In-Kind Gifts 7 

Budgets, strategic 

planning and commit-

tee reports  

8 

  



John tells us that after the Resurrection, Jesus appeared first to Mar Magdalene and 

instructed her to “GO TO MY BROTHERS AND TELL THEM” (John 20:17). In 

response, Mary Magdalene went to the Disciples with the news, “I HAVE SEEN THE 

LORD!” And she told them that He had said these things to her. (John 20:18) 
At our 31st annual convention we honored women from our conferences with our 

Mary Magdalene Awards. These special and treasured women were given a rose, a 

certificate, and a monetary donation to a charity of their choice that is associated with 

the Women of the ELCA.  

Award recipients are as follows: 

Gladys Luecken, Faith Lutheran, Bagley 

Charity: Lutheran Campus Ministries 

Dorothy Meyer, Calvary Lutheran, Park Rapids 

Charity: Pathways 

Eilene “Ike” Floura, First Lutheran, Bemidji 

Charity: Lutheran World Relief 
Ardys Horner, First Lutheran, Detroit Lakes 

Charity: Katie's Fund 

Cindy Denning, Faith Lutheran, Staples 

Charity: Malaria 

Cindy Olson, Calvary Lutheran, Perham 

Charity: Katie's Fund 

Evelyn Oftedahl, Faith Lutheran, Eagle Bend 

Charity: Lutheran World Relief 

Ruth Lee, First Lutheran, Baudette 

Charity:  Undecided 

Rachel Johnson, Cormorant Lutheran, Detroit 

Lakes 
Charity: Lutheran Campus Ministries 
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Mary Magdalene Awards  

Our Mission 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on 
their faith in Jesus Chris 

Our Purpose  
As community of women created in 
the image of God, called to disciple-
ship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we commit our-
selves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and 
promote healing and wholeness in the 
church, the society, and the world. 



 

Hello Ladies! 
 
Welcome to our Convention edition of the SNOW Newsletter.  As you go 
through the newsletter, you will read about the highlights of the conven-
tion.  Our convention was held on September 14th and 15th at Trinity Lu-
theran in Detroit Lakes.  We heard about “Hospitality” from three different 
perspectives. Through the sermon given by Bishop Larry Wohlrabe at our 
worship service, through Pastor Laurie’s Bible Study and from our keynote 
speaker, Sally Hanson. 
 

At our business meeting on Friday afternoon the voting members reelected our Vice President, Bonnie 
Wagner, Secretary Lois Balko and Board Member Susan Smith.  Elected as Board Members are Terry 
Pipho from Moorhead and Roxanne Swisher from Vining.  Welcome new board members, we look for-
ward to your leadership.  Thank you, Carol Gealow and Joan Westlake, our outgoing Board Members for 
your service. 
 
A budget of $90,000.00 was approved.  An offering of $2,500.00 was received.  A little over $1,000.00 was 
taken in from the silent auction.  We had a special offering for “Current for Curran”, the solar project at 
the Curran Hospital and it brought in $922.00,  and because of the 2 for 1 matching funds this offering 
will become $2,700.00.  
 
Thank you, Ardys Horner and Pam Ross, chairpersons of the convention planning committee, for the won-
derful job you did, keeping the convention running smoothly. 
 
We honored Bishop Larry and Joy and Pastor Laurie with gifts, as this was the last convention they will be 
with us. They have attended the last 11 Women of the ELCA conventions. 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the convention and filled out the evaluation form. I read everyone, 
and try to make changes based on your feedback.  
 
I am happy to announce that the 2019 Convention will take place on September 20 -21 at Luther Crest 
Bible Camp near Alexandria.  Please watch for more information as we move into 2019. 
 
Thank you for all you do for the Women of the ELCA in your local units and beyond. 
 
Sue Ellwanger 
President 
 

From the Desk of the President 
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Keynote Speaker:  Sally Hanson 
by Carol Gealow 

The Keynote speaker for our annual SWO Convention this year was Sally 

Hanson.  Sally lives in Long Prairie with her husband, and is the mother of 

four sons, four “Daughters in love” and 12 grandchildren.  The theme of 

Sally’s presentation was “Open Heart—Open Home!!!”  She thrives in in-

vesting in people’s lives and building relationships with all ages.  She states 

that she wears an apron everyday and opens her home to all that want to 

come for a cup of coffee or just to stop by for a friendly hello.  She talked 

about a number of excuses that we have for not opening our homes to 

hospitality. What are your excuses?  Sally reminded us of how precious 

hospitality is as you “Open Your 

Heart and Open Your Home” to those whom God puts in our 

path on life’s journey.  In I Peter 4:9—11 we are reminded to 

love each other deeply, and that hospitality has many rewards.  

It will be worth it all.  Lasting for all eternity.   

 

Workshop:  Current for Curran 
One of the projects that have been pro-
moted within our synod, and by the 
Women of the ELCA, is the PV for Phebe, 
and now Current for Curran, bringing so-
lar power to hospitals in Liberia, Africa. 
We were fortunate to have Mary Jo 
Mettler from Pine City at our convention 
and lead a workshop on the dedication of 
the solar array at the Phebe Hospital and 
the truly desperate need to build a solar 
grid at the hospital at Curran. Both hospi-
tals have been supported by Lutherans 

for well over 100 years. Imagine your loved one in surgery, or on a venti-
lator and the power goes out…this happens all the time at Curran as 
they depend on generators with diesel fuel. The Curran hospital is truly 
“in the bush” and traditional electricity will never make it there. Solar 
power will make them free of the expensive, dirty and unreliable supply 
of diesel fuel needed to run generators. Thank you, Mary Jo, for sharing 
your enthusiasm for this project! 
 
If your unit or congregation is interested in learning about the “Current 
for Curran”,  Roxanne Goulet or Sue Ellwanger are available to present 
this same information at your next unit or conference gathering. 
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Chris Andreasen 

Amber Krafnick shared her love of bible journaling with a group of us.  She began doing it a few 
years ago, and explained the different ways to emphasize favorite verses through drawing,  use of 
stencils and stickers,  or even paints.  There are bibles available for journaling, or it can be done 
with paper that you can insert into a bible,  or into a separate binder.  We each had the opportunity 
to create a page for ourselves.  

Workshop:  Bible Journaling 

The Mission Interpreters, Jeanne Rains and Hailey Coffield presented at one of our breakout sessions.  
Their main goal is to get people to tell their stories.  They go to different churches to hear stories of 
what their congregation is doing and to encourage them to do more for God’s work.  They also hear 
about what the church synod and church-wide people can do to help and encourage them on their jour-
ney.  One of the interpreters showed slides of her trip to the Holy Land.  One thing she mentioned is her 
work with the children teaching them about justice and getting along with everyone.  This acceptance is 
starting in some schools in the Middle East.  They passed out a lot of materials we can use for telling out 
stories.  They closed with the premise to help young people stay in faith and stay connected.  

Workshop:  Mission Interpretation 

Spiked Cider Tea:   
Serves 2 Glass Mug 
2 Thin Lemon Slices 

1 Black Tea Bag 

1/8 Tsp Pure Vanilla Extract 

2 0z Gin 

8 Oz Apple Cider 

Directions:  

Bring the Cider and Vanilla to a boil.  

Remove from heat and add tea bag; 

steep 3 minutes.  Remove tea bag 

and stir in Gin 

Maddie Grey 



First Time Grant Recip-
ient, Barbara Horn, 
First Lutheran, Be-
midji, MN attended 
the NW MN SWO Con-
vention in Detroit 
Lakes in September. 

To encourage the par-
ticipation of women in 
the Women of the 
ELCA, the NW MN 
SWO invites up to 8 
women as guests to 
participate for the first 
time in our conven-
tion.  The SWO pays 
for the convention 

First Timer’s Grant Recipients 
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registration and lodging 
for the Grant Recipi-
ents. First Timer’s 
Grant Application are 
provided on the NW 
MN SWO Website and 
in the first Convention 
mailing.  Interested 
participants are en-
couraged to apply. 

Carol Gealow 

Pastor Laurie Natwick led the 

Bible study following the 

Worship Service. She used the 

scripture theme verse He-

brews 13:2 “Don’t forget to 

show hospitality to strangers, 

for some who have done this 

have entertained angels with-

out realizing it.” She gave examples from her family’s 

experiences and how we can welcome the stranger. 

Bible Study 

The MN NW SWO worship service began our day on 
Saturday, September 15th.  The service was led by Pas-
tor Jillene Gallatin from Trinity Lutheran, Detroit Lakes.   
The awesome music was provided by pianist, Pat Ben-
son. 
At the beginning of the worship service, our president, 
Sue Ellwanger, presented gifts to Bishop Larry and Joy 
Wohlrabe and Pastor Laurie Natwick for their support 
and participation in the NW MN SWO for the past 12+ 
years. 
Bishop Wohlrabe’s sermon centered around our theme 
verse, “be not forgetful to entertain strangers thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. Hebrews 
13:2” 
Prior to communion Freddie Jordan from the church-
wide board recognized the board member that have 
completed their terms and installed the 2018-2019 
board. 

Worship & Communion 

Pastor Laurie Natwick and Carol Gealow assisted 
Pastor Jillene and Bishop Wohlrobe with serving 
communion.  The worship service was an inspiring 
beginning to our day. 
 
Submitted by Marilyn Grandstrand 
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Gift Bags for Lutheran Campus Ministries 

Many thanks to the Women of the NWMN synod for 

the generous donation of the gift bags for college 

students at Minnesota State University Moor-

head.  Crossroads Lutheran Campus Ministry hand-

ed out roughly 90 bags on Wednesday, September 

26, to students on campus.  This was a great way to 

promote our ministry, and students truly appreciated 

the items that were included in the gift 

bags.  Thanks again for your generosity.   

Pastor Jon B. Olson, Campus Pastor  

This year the in-kind or physical offerings were two 

fold. 124 fleece pieces were given to our outdoor 

ministry partners, Pathways and Luther Crest. These 

pieces will be made into tie blankets by the campers 

at their facilities. 105 welcome bags were also as-

sembled for the campus ministries at Bemidji and 

Moorhead. These welcome bags were distributed to 

new and returning students at both colleges. Each of 

the campus ministries also received 2 large boxes of 

toiletries and other supplies college students need. 

Thank you to all of you for you generosity. You 

showed hospitality to strangers. 

IN-KIND GIFTS 



The Women of the ELCA executive board held its fall meeting, 
October 18-20, 2018, in Scottsdale, Ariz. at the Franciscan Re-
newal Center. The weekend meeting included a tour of the 
Sheraton Grand Phoenix, the site of the Eleventh Triennial Con-
vention (2020) and the Phoenix Convention Center where the 
next triennial gathering will be held. 

The board established a policy against electioneering, for use 
leading up to and during the Eleventh Triennial Convention 
(2020) and also established a policy for the appointment of at-
large voting members. The board adopted a $741,530 budget 
for the triennial convention. 

The board adopted a $3,081,531 budget for FY2019 on recom-
mendation of the budget and finance committee. It also ap-
proved the audit report presented to the budget and finance 

committee by Crowe, LLP, auditors, for FY2017, and adopted a $1,033,953 budget for the 2020 Gathering. 

The board received the annual review of the executive director, presented through the executive committee by the 
executive director evaluation committee. 

On the request of the programs and communication committee, the board encouraged the executive director to 
move forward in the development of a letter writing campaign directed at the six global manufacturers of baby for-
mulas, urging them to comply with code provisions around marketing. 

The board learned that the constitutional review committee referred to the recently appointed exploratory committee 
a constitutional change request from the 2018 Conference of Presidents that would allow women to serve in elected 
leadership in the organization without being a member of a congregational unit. This would signal a fundamental 
shift, if it were proposed and adopted. 

Working individually, in pairs, then in small groups and as the whole board, the board members continued strategic 
planning work begun in April, answering two questions: what are the most critical areas of concern for the organiza-
tion and what would you like to see the churchwide women’s organization achieve. Both questions drew answers 
centering on financial sustainability, reaching more women, developing leaders and increasing communication. A 
visioning exercise—what will be the news about Women of the ELCA in 2030? – concluded this stage of strategic 
planning. 

In other matters, the board:  Received reports from the executive director and staff, including several new initiatives 
that are being planned and will be unveiled in the near future. 

Heard reports from representatives of the Office of the Presiding Bishop, the ELCA Conference of Bishops and Lu-
theran Men in Mission. 

Adopted a theme for the 2020 gathering. 

Engaged in racial justice education from Jennifer DeLeon, Women of the ELCA’s director for justice. 

Engaged in stewardship training with Audrey Riley, director for stewardship. 

Held a Service of Holy Communion sampling a draft Bold Women’s Day liturgy that will be introduced for BWD 
2019. Offering of $1,925 was received at worship, one-half of which was designated by the executive committee for 
the Refugee and Immigration Services of Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. Members of the Grand Can-
yon Synodical Women’s Organization and a former churchwide executive board member joined the board and staff 
for worship and a reception following. 

BUDGETS, STRATEGIC PLANNING AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  
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Daily Grace is an on-the-go 

companion for your journey, 

offering a faith reflection every 

day. Encounter God’s extrava-

gant, boundless and often sur-
prising grace by signing up for 

a daily email message. You 

can also download the newly 

updated app for 

your IOS and Android devices.  

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace

