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A Service of Comfort and Hope
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2022 | 10:00 AM

Our Mission is to be a Caring Inclusive Christian Community responding to God's grace
through Worship, Service, and Sharing the Gospel.
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WELCOME TO APOSTLES LUTHERAN CHURCH!

It is an honor to worship God with you this morning. We pray you experience the
loving presence of the Spirit as we share our words, our actions, and the Holy Meal.
If you are worshipping with us for the first time, please fill out a card in the
pew rack with your contact information. A restroom can be found by exiting the
rear door of the worship space. It is directly in front of you to the right. Additional
restrooms can be found in the back corner of the fellowship area, near the Pastor's
office.

RECONCILING 2 CHRIST
We, the people of Apostles Lutheran Church, follow Paul's message to the Galatians
(3:28): “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no
longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” Believing that
because we are all one in Christ, and created in God's image, all are welcome as
beloved children of God. We welcome into the full life of the church all those whom
God sends us. Rejoicing in God's amazing diversity, we welcome people of all ages,
races, gender identities, sexual orientations, and physical and mental abilities.
Centered in Christ, we commit ourselves to breaking down dividing walls and
building a community where all are beloved.

Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today.
Wrestle with the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to
Christ’s table. Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed.
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PRELUDE AND SILENT PRAYER

Martin Luther said of music: “Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.” Please take a moment to silence all cell phones.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please rise in body or in spirit
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister
begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us
beyond our days.

Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus
does.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness, we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have
harmed your good creation. We have failed to do justice, love kindness, and walk
humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the path that leads to life. Be
our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.

Amen

Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven + and you are made whole. God points the
way to new life in Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God's abiding
love through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

ELW #793
“Be Thou My Vision”
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - fter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine 1in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and  thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Irish traditional

APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries.
Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice
for all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

Sit
FIRST LESSON GENESIS 32:22-31
Jacob’s struggle with the angel: I'll not let go until you bless me

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s
birthright and his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary
who ultimately blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he
wrestles with God.”

%2The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his
eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 2*He took them and sent them
across the stream, and likewise everything that he had. **Jacob was left alone; and a
man wrestled with him until daybreak. ?When the man saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint
as he wrestled with him. *Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” But
Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” #’So he said to him, “What is
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” ?Then the man said, “You shall no longer be
called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have
prevailed.” #Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is
it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. *°So Jacob called the place
Peniel, saying, “For | have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 3'The
sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.



Response after the First Lesson
Word of the Spirit, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

PsALM PsaLm 121
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 121:2)

" lift up my eyes ! to the hills;
from where is my | help to come?
’My help comes ! from the Lord,
the maker of heav- | en and earth.
3The Lord will not let your ! foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you ! fall asleep.
“Behold, the keep- | er of Israel
will neither slum- ! ber nor sleep; R
>the Lord watches ! over you;
the Lord is your shade at ! your right hand;
the sun will not strike | you by day,
nor the ' moon by night.
"The Lord will preserve you ! from all evil
and will ! keep your life.
®The Lord will watch over your going out and your | coming in,
from this time forth for- | evermore. R

SECOND LESSON 2 TIMOTHY 3:14-4:5
In the presence of Christ the judge, proclaim the message

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in
ministry, by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition.

“But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing
from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have known the sacred
writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. "®All
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scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, '’so that everyone who belongs to God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.

“!In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, | solemnly urge you: *proclaim
the message; be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince,
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is
coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having itching ears,
they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, “and will turn
away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. >As for you, always be
sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully.

Response after the Second Lesson
Word of the Spirit, word of life.

Thanks be to God.
Please rise in body or in spirit

The gospel is announced.
The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 18" Chapter

Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL LUKE 18:1-8

The widow begs for justice; God grants justice to those who cry to him

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is
calling God'’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will
ultimately grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to
those who call.



'"Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. °He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had
respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ “For a while he refused; but later he
said to himself, Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, *yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice, so that she may not
wear me out by continually coming.’” °And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust
judge says. ’And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day
and night? Will he delay long in helping them? & tell you, he will quickly grant justice
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”

The gospel concludes:
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.
Sit
REFLECTION NATE PETERSON

Silence is kept after the reflection.

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW #631
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
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1 Love di - vine, all loves ex - cel - ling, Joy of heav’'n, to
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy lov - ing Spir - it in - to ev - 'ty
3 Come, Al-might - vy, to de - liv - er; let us all thy
4 Fin - ish then thy new «cre - a - tion, pure and spot - less
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earth come down! Fix in us thy hum - ble dwell-ing, all thy
trou - bled breast; let wus all in thee in - her - it; let us
life re - ceive; sud-den - ly re - turn, and nev - er, nev - er -
let us be; let us see thy great sal - va - tion per - fect -
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faith - ful mer - cies crown. Je - sus, thou art all com - pas - sion,
find thy  prom - ised rest. Take a - way the love of sin - ning;
more thy  tem - ples leave. Thee we would be al - ways bless-ing,
ly re - stored in thee! Changed from glo - ry in - to glo - ry,
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pure, un - bound - ed love thou art; vis - it us with
Al - pha and O - me - ga be; end of faith, as
serve thee as thy hosts a - bove, pray, and praise  thee
till in heav’n we take our place, till we cast our
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thy sal - va - tion, en - ter ev - ’ry trem - bling heart.
its be - gin - ning, set our hearts at lib - er - ty.
with - out ceas - ing, glo - ry in thy per - fect love.
crowns be - fore thee, lost in won - der, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 17071788
Music: HYFRYDOL, Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for the
world, the church, and all in need ...

Each portion of the prayers ends with these words:
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unlimited
capacity for love and mercy, through your grace.
Amen.



SHARING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share a distanced sign of Peace with our neighbors saying
Peace be with you to which we respond And also with you.

Sit
OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. Offering
plates will not be passed around. Please consider giving online or by dropping your offering in the
plate at the back of the sanctuary. To give online:

+ Visit apostles-elca.org/contributions

-+ From your mobile phone, text the word G/VE to 844-215-5453

Please rise in body or in spirit
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make
of these gifts a banquet of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need;
through Jesus Christ, who sets a table for all.

Amen.

CANDLE LIGHTING ELW #752
“Lord, Listen To Your Children Praying”

During the song, please come forward, if you wish, light a candle and place it in the crossbox.
“Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together following
our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in Christ's mission in the
world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you will send us; for the sake of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.”
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray-ing, Lord, send your Spir-it in this place;
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Lord, lis-ten to your chil-dren pray -ing, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Text: Ken Medema, b. 1943
Music: CHILDREN PRAYING, Ken Medema

Text and music © 1973 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

BLESSING

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and
peace. And may the holy Trinity, + one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and

love.
Amen.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God!

GOD SHINES THE BRIGHTEST
IN OUR DARKEST MOMENTS.

*kkkkkkkk
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The liturgical texts and music are from Sundays and Seasons (sundaysandseasons.com) copyright ©
2021 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
#SB149450. Hymnody made available through One License Annual License with Podcasting Renewal A-
717259. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



