Christ, Above All
A Study in Colossians: Part 4

What Does Christ Above All Look Like?
Colossians 1:24-2:3

I. A life With Christ Above All is a Sacrificial Life (1:24-25)
A. Enthusiastically sacrificial 
B. Resolutely sacrificial 

II. A life With Christ Above All is a Purposeful Life (1:26-29)
A. Purposed with unveiling the mystery of the riches of glory
B. Purposed with preaching the gospel of Christ

III. A life With Christ Above All is a Burdened Life (2:1-3)
A. Conflicted for those who don’t know Christ fully
B. Convicted to preach and teach Christ fully




More to Consider 

Paul’s great definition of a Christian was “a person in Christ.” He used that picture over and over again. The phrase “in Christ” or its equivalent is used at least 172 times in Paul’s epistles. His most vivid description of his own life in Christ was written to the Galatians: “1 have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live; but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me” (2:20, rsv). In one of the boldest prayers ever prayed, Paul interceded “that through faith Christ may dwell in your hearts in love … so may you attain to fullness of being, the fullness of God Himself (Eph. 3:17, 19).
Maxie D. Dunnam

Athanasius, early bishop of Alexandria, stoutly opposed the teachings of Arius, who declared that Christ was not the eternal Son of God, but a subordinate being. Hounded through five exiles, he was finally summoned before emperor Theodosius, who demanded he cease his opposition to Arius. The emperor reproved him and asked, "Do you not realize that all the world is against you?" Athanasius quickly answered, "Then I am against all the world."
Source Unknown

David Hume, 18th century British philosopher who rejected historic Christianity, once met a friend hurrying along a London street and asked where he was going. The friend said he was off to hear George Whitfield preach. "But surely you don't believe what Whitfield preaches do you?" "No, I don't, but he does." 
J.R.W. Stott, Between Two Worlds, p. 270.

A well-known professional golfer was playing in a tournament with President Gerald Ford, fellow pro Jack Nicklaus, and Billy Graham. After the round was over, one of the other pros on the tour asked, "Hey, what was it like playing with the President and Billy Graham?" The pro said with disgust, "I don't need Billy Graham stuffing religion down my throat!" With that he headed for the practice tee. His friend followed, and after the golfer had pounded out his fury on a bucket of golf balls, he asked, "Was Billy a little rough on you out there?" The pro sighed and said with embarrassment, "No, he didn't even mention religion." Astonishingly, Billy Graham had said nothing about God, Jesus, or religion, yet the pro stomped away after the game accusing Billy of trying to ram religion down his throat. 
R.C. Sproul, The Holiness of God.



