
 

 
 

Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost  
 November 13, 2022  

Rev. Paul Tomkiel, Pastor 





Our Bible Verses 
As Paul was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. [Jesus said,] ‘Paul is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my 

name before the nations.’– Acts 9:3,15 
 

Land Acknowledgement  
St. Paul is located on the original and ancestral homelands of the Susquehannock people, 

where we gather for worship this morning. We also acknowledge the Seneca, Cayuga, 

Lenne Lenape, as well as all of our Indigenous siblings who have and continue to care for 

this place – this land – and call it their home.  
 

Introduction to the day 
The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of today’s 

texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are 

strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around 

the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 
 

Prelude - Nearer, Still Nearer     (Jason D. Payne)  
 

Gathering 
*Confession and Forgiveness   
P: In the name if the Father, and of the ☩Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God: 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. We have ignored 
voices that call for your justice. We have neglected actions that witness to your 
righteousness. We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved 
community. We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. For the sake 
of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live 
in newness, follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen. 
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P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
 

*Gathering Hymn – Through the Night of Doubt and Sorrow  (ELW 327) 
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*GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.      A: And also with you.   
 

KYRIE 
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Hymn OF PRAISE  
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*Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray. 

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 

Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through 

what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. A: Amen. 

 

Word 
First Reading – Malachi 4:1-2a 
The readings at the end of the year focus on death and last things, when God’s reign of justice will be 

fully ushered in. That is not good news for those who have prospered from injustice.  

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers 

will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of hosts, so that it 

will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who revere my name the sun of 

righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 98 (Sung to the tune St. Anne [ELW 632]) 
This psalm, paraphrased by Isaac Watts as “Joy to the World,” is the exultant song of those who 

welcome God’s reign of justice. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Sing      to    the   LORD    a      joy -  ful   song,    For    He     has   done great things; 

2 The    LORD’s sal  -  va - tion    is   made known, The   na  - tions   see      it     well. 

3 The     ends  of       all   the  earth have seen     sal  -  va  -  tion     of      our  God; 

4 Make  mus – ic       to   the   LORD  with harp,   with  sing  - ing   make    re  - ply; 

5 Let        oc - eans  roar and    all   there - in,       all     peo - ples    of      the  earth; 

6 For      God   the   LORD  is     com -ing    soon    to    judge  the  world   He   made; 

His     right hand and    His      ho  -    ly    arm     sal  -     va - tion    to      us      bring. 

He      has     re - called His     faith -  ful - ness,   His       love   to      Is  -   ra   -    el. 

Shout  to      the LORD   with    joy,      all   earth, burst     in  -   to     joy -  ful      song! 

With  trump-ets, horn,  and  shouts  of      joy      be  -   fore   the  LORD   on      high. 

Let       riv -   ers  clap   their  hands  for     joy,    and   moun-tains sing   His     worth. 

He’ll   judge  the world with      eq -    ui  -   ty,     and     right- eous-ness dis -   played. 
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Second Reading – 2 Thessalonians 

This reading is in part an answer to the question, “If we expect Christ’s return at any moment, how do 

we spend the meantime?” 

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 

from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they 

received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle 

when we were with you, 8and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with 

toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was 

not because we do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For 

even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should 

not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing 

any work. 12Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do 

their work quietly and to earn their own living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in 

doing what is right. 
R: The word of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God.  
 

*Gospel Acclamation  

 
         Stand up and | raise your heads,*  

     because your redemption is | drawing near.  
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*Gospel Reading – Luke 21:5-19 
Jesus’ last teachings before his betrayal, crucifixion, and resurrection were about the last things. Here 

he teaches in the presence of the Temple, a magnificent structure only recently completed by Herod the 

Great. While monumental and apparently permanent, it will be destroyed only 40 years later, when 

the Romans crush a rebellion. 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 

stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the 

days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is 

about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will 

come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then he said to them, “Nation 

will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, 

and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and 

great signs from heaven. 

 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 

over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words and a wisdom 

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be 

betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some 

of you to death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your 

head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

R: The gospel of the Lord. 

A: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day – Lost in the Night          (ELW 243) 
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Invitation to Baptism 
*Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*Prayers of Intercession 

L: United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared world. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

L: Reviving God, keep your church active in its mission and ministry. Encourage bishops, 

deacons, pastors, and lay leaders to risk boldly in their proclamation and fill them with 

wisdom and endurance for challenging times. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Renewing God, as the northern hemisphere prepares for winter, make us mindful of 

the ordered beauty of your creation. Teach us to treasure cycles of rest and new life. Help 

us care for what you have made. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Loving God, accompany all who make sacrifices for the sake of others. Safeguard first 

responders and active duty military personnel. Grant peace to veterans and heal any 

wounds in body, mind, or spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Healing God, your people cry out to you. Sustain doctors, nurses, and hospital 

personnel in their tireless work. Uphold mental health professionals and those in their 

care. May the sun of righteousness rise on all who are sick (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Uniting God, unite this assembly in its shared mission and ministry for the sake of the 

gospel (specific ministries or initiatives may be named). Highlight ways we can better work 

together and give us patience to work through disagreement. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered.  
 

L: Consoling God, abide with all who grieve for loved ones who have died (especially). 

Comfort us with the promise of resurrection and new life with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
A: receive our prayer. 
 

L: Accept these prayers, gracious God, and those known only to you; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 
A: Amen. 
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*Peace 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you.  
 

Meal 
Offering 
Offerings can be made online at stpaulpgm.org/give, mailed to St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, PO Box 200, Pine Grove Mills, PA 16868, placed in the mail slot (outside door to 

Pastor Paul’s office), or in the offering plate located in the lobby/narthex near the 

entrance of the sanctuary. 
 

Musical Offering – Diapason Movement         (John Stanley) 

 

Offertory – Bring Many Names (verse _)        (ACS 1094) 

 
 
 
 
 

http://stpaulpgm.org/give
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*Offering Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, Maker of all things. As you have entrusted us with all that you have 

created, now gather our gifts, nourish us with this sacrament, and send us to those who 

hunger and thirst, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. A: Amen. 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

DIALOGUE  

 
 

PREFACE  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our 

darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus  
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*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 

our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge,  

we appeal to you for we are 

surrounded by evil and bordered by death 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign of peace 

and promised an end to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was handed over, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, 

the sacrifice of his life and death 

and the victory of his resurrection, 

we await with all the saints 

his loving redemption of our suffering world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine 

and on all who share in the body and blood of your Son: 

teach us your mercy and justice, 

and make all things new in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 

in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 
Amen. 
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*Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirt, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

*Invitation to Communion  
Christ spreads a table before you. Gather here with all the saints. 
 

Lamb of God    
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Communion  
P: The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
A: Amen.  
 

*Communion Hymn – You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd      (ACS 954) 
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*Post-Communion Blessing  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strength and keep you, body, mind, and 

soul, now and unto eternal life. 

 
*Post-Communion Canticle Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 207)  

 
 

*Post-Communion Prayer 
L: Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, most gracious God, that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 

and given us a foretaste of Paradise. Enliven us to be your body in the world and to 

serve those who are in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. A: Amen. 
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Sending 
Sending of Communion  
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel 

to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, 

nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the 

comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. A: Amen. 

 

Announcements 
You may be seated.  
 

*Charge to the People 
 

*Blessing 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and 

the Son, ☩ and the Holy Spirit. A: Amen. 
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*Sending Hymn – How Firm a Foundation    (ELW 796)  

 

 
*Dismissal  
P: Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.  
A: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude – Lyric Recessional     (Raymond H. Hann) 

 





 

 
 

Serving Today 
Worship Leader……………………………………………. Pastor Paul Tomkiel  

Assisting Minister.……………………………………..…. Morgen Hummel 

Organist.…………………………………………….............. Jim Rearick 

Interim Music Director..……………………………..… Michelle McMullen 

Reader………………………………………………………….. Morgen Hummel  

Sacristan……………………………………………………..… Karen Magnuson 

About St. Paul 
Purpose 

We are a beacon, boldly sharing the light of Jesus’ grace and love. 
 

Mission 
Guided by Jesus, we strengthen faith, deepen compassion, extend generosity,  

and serve community. 
 

Core Values 

Faith  Compassion  Generosity  Community 
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