
 Vendors included:  Pathways, 

Luther Crest, PV for Phebe, 

Lutheran World Relief , Wom-

en of the ELCA and Melberg 

Book Store with many items 

for purchase from books to 

jewelry and more. 

The 28th Annual NW MN Syn-

odical convention was held at 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 

Moorhead, September 11 & 12, 

2015.  There were over 150 in 

attendance, including  57 dele-

gates.  Elections were held for 

President, Treasurer, Board 

Members and the Nominating 

Committee.  Sue Ellwanger of 

Esther Lutheran, Parkers Prai-

rie was elected President (two 

year Term), Carolyn Nelson of 

Cormorant Lutheran Church, 

Lake Park was elected to serve 

a second term.  Margaret 

Kragerud was elected to a sec-

ond term as board member.  

Newly elected board members 

are:  Marilyn Grandstrand, 

Cluster 2 and Diane Teigland, 

Cluster 9.  Nominating Com-

mittee Members elected are:  

Rita Buntje, Cluster 9; Dorothy 

Malm, Cluster 8 and Diedre 

Nording, Cluster 2.   

Ely Smith , Churchwide Exec-

utive Board Treasurer reported 

the financial condition of the 

Women of the ELCA, In-

formed us of grants that are 

available and so much more.  

She thanked us for our gener-

osity and continued support to 

the Women of the ELCA! 

Convention Highlights 

Newly Elected Board Members 
Marilyn Grandstrand is an ac-

tive  member of Salem Luther-

an in rural Stephen.  She is 

currently serving as Salem’s 

WELCA President.  She’s also 

active in her community serv-

ing as chairman of their Mid-

summer Festival.  Marilyn is 

also a participant in the School 

of Lay Theology and is a Lay 

worship leader.  She brings a 

wealth of experience with her 

as she serves on the board.   

Diane Teigland is an active 

member of Immanuel Lutheran 

Church.  Currently serving as 

the co-chair of their funeral 

group, past president of their 

WELCA unit.  Diane works on 

LWR Quilts and collects sup-

plies for school kits and per-

sonal care kits.  She serves as a 

lector, usher and communion 

assistant.  She is active in her 

cluster and is also a Hospice 

volunteer. 

Congratulations Marilyn and 

Diane for serving the Women 

of the ELCA as a synodical 

board member. 
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John tells us that after the RESURECTION, JESUS appeared 

first to Mary Magdalene and instructed her to "GO TO MY 

BROTHERS AND TELL THEM: (John 20:17).  In response, 

Mary Magdalene went to the Disciples with the news: "I HAVE 

SEEN THE LORD!"  And she told them that He had said these 

things to her: (John 20: 18) 

At our annual convention we honor a woman from each of our 

clusters with our Mary Magdalene Award.  These special and 

treasured women will be given a rose, a certificate and a mone-

tary donation to a charity associated with the Women of the 

ELCA. 

Our Mary Magdalene award winners this year: 

Cluster 1 - Harriet Heinen - Zion Lutheran of Warroad - her charity is Lutheran World Relief.  Harriet has served many 

through church and community organizations.  She has helped many during disasters such as floods, fires, and even Hurricane 

Katrina. In 2014 she was selected as the Roseau County Outstanding Female Senior Citizen, she went on to be selected 2014 

Minnesota Outstanding Female Senior Citizen!  Julie Jones accepted the award on her behalf. 

Cluster 2 - Dr. Kari E. Torkelson - St. Pauli Lutheran - Thief River Falls - her charity is Malaria.  Kari has traveled to Tanza-

nia, Jamaica and Ecuador in the past 2 years to provide eye exams as part of the Minnesota chapter of Volunteer Optometric 

Services to the Handicapped (VOSH-MN). St Pauli has set up an annual mission grant of $1000 to help assist Kari and other 

church members in their mission work. She has spoken of her mission work at various church and cluster events.  Since 2010, 

Kari has been president of our Board of Education and teaches Sunday school, is a frequent lector and leads worship services 

when our pastor is absent. 

Cluster 3 - Helene Jeanne Rains - Kingo Lutheran - Fosston - her charity is Pathways.   Jeanne recently started a group called 

Prayer Partners where she utilizes the members of our church, who are no longer able to attend church because of age or health 

reasons, to be prayer partners and pray for members of our community and church.   She has served on WELCA for Justice 

Advocacy, serving as a Bridge Building coordinator, and was a Pastor's wife. 

Cluster 4 - Wilda Hegstad - First Lutheran - Bemidji - her charity is Lutheran Campus Ministries.  Wilda is the consummate 

example of an enthusiastic and willing Christian woman.  She has been instrumental in putting together a rummage sale each 

year that has brought in thousands of dollars.  This year the earnings were over $9000 and a portion was set aside for each of 

our committees to devote to an evangelism effort.  Wilda also leads the church quilters in making over 100 quilts a year for 

LWR, also is a church 'knitter' and meets once a week to knit prayers shawls, and baby sweaters.  She is always there to help 

out. 

Cluster 6 - Carol Varner - Christ the King - Moorhead - her charity is Lutheran World Relief.  Carol has been active in 

WELCA since her family joined the church in 1975.  She has served 3 terms as WELCA President. During her terms she was 

the liaison between the pastoral staff and WELCA, started a program of giving scholarships to graduating seniors in the con-

gregation.  She has performed many countless duties in our church, teacher, children's choir director, church council, building 

committee, scripture reader, lay speaker, cantor, soloist, contact person for the prayer chain for 15 years, and is now the 

WELCA board President. 

 

Mary Magdalene Award Recipients 
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L to R:  XXXXX, Carolyn 

Nelson, Esther Youngberg, 

XXXX, Julie Jones accepting 

for Harriet Heinen, Dr. Kari 

E. Torkelson, Helene 

Jeanne Rains and Wilda 

Hegstad 



Cluster 7 - Carolyn Nelson - Cormorant Lutheran - Lake Park - her charity is Pathways.  When Carolyn and her family lived in 

Moorhead, she was an active member of Bethesda Lutheran. She was on the church council, stewardship committee, held offices 

in WELCA and was a Luther League advisor.  They moved to Cormorant Lutheran in 1992. She has continued her commitment to 

service by being on 2 call committees, the treasurer, and on a Fellowship/small group ministry team.  She is currently the Treasur-

er of the NW MN SWO.  

Cluster 8 - Esther Youngberg - Augustana Lutheran - Fergus Falls - her charity is Bible Women of India.   Esther is a woman of 

many God given talents.  She taught in the "No Child Left Behind' formally known as "Title I" in Fergus Falls schools for 34 

years.  She has been a member of the Lutheran church since childhood.  Esther has served on the Education Board, Spiritual Life 

and Worship Board and presently is on the Social Ministry Board and is the council representative for WELCA at Augustana.   

She has served several terms as President or Treasurer during her years in WELCA.  Esther is now the Recorder for Cluster 8.   

She demonstrates "Go and Tell' by visiting the home bound members, inviting people with no place to go to her home for holi-

days, active in the quilters group. 

Cluster 9 - Barbara Hest - Faith Lutheran - Eagle Bend - her charity is Lutheran World Relief.   Whenever there is a need at our 

church, she is there to help.  Sometimes it is working as a circle chairman, helping in the kitchen, and sewing quilts, praying for 

concerns, volunteer custodial work, pulling weeds.  Around the community you will see her delivering Meals on Wheels, weeding 

in the city park gardens.  She is a retired teacher who taught for 33 years, her love of Jesus came out in the fairness and concern 

shown to all her children.  Barbara and a friend have a homemade card business that has generated over $570 for local food 

shelves over the past 3 years. Most of the time, no one is aware of the things she does because she would be the last person to tell 

you about them. 

Worship and Installation Service 
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Pastor Simon Fensom, 

Officiating, Bishop Larry 

Wohlrabe preaching.  

Communion assistants: 

 Pr. Laurie Natwick,  

Ely Smith, Sue Ellwanger 

and Vicki Heydt 

Mary Magdalene Award Recipients Continued 



Dear Sisters in Christ: 

Thank you to everyone who attended the 

2015 SWO convention in Moorhead.  

Based on the comments from the evalua-

tion sheets, I think all had a great time 

experiencing JOY that weekend.  Wheth-

er it was participating in our “hands on” 

project of tying fleece blankets, visiting 

with the ministry partners in attendance, 

learning from BJ Allen what a difference 

solar energy can make in the day to day 

functions at the Phebe hospital in Liberia 

or even visiting with long time or new 

friends at our meet and greet joy was in 

abundance. All the speakers spoke on the 

abundance of joy and the worship ser-

vice… what else can I say!  I had the best 

seat in the house that morning; I still get 

chills thinking of that awesome service. 

Thank you for putting your trust in me to 

lead this organization. Trust that the 

SWO Board and I will try hard to make 

good decisions for this organization. 

Thank you to the outgoing board mem-

bers, Judy Reger and Mary Peterson. Well 

done, good and faithful servants! 

At the 2016 SWO Convention, we will be 

electing 9 voting members to attend the Tri-

ennial convention in Minneapolis. If you are 

interested in the workings of the larger wom-

en’s organization, make sure to have your 

unit send in a nomination in your name.  

Look for that information in a mailing in ear-

ly 2016.  

Peace and Joy, 

Sue Ellwanger  

 

Katie’s Fund is over $1.1 million and a 

portion of the earnings of the fund 

helped send young adult women to ac-

company global companions in Liberia 

and in the Holy Land – in fact Pastor 

Jeanette Bidne, NW MN Synod, was one 

of 11 selected to receive a grant to go to 

the Holy Land.  She thanked us for our 

generosity and continued support to the 

Women of the ELCA!       

Ely Smith , Churchwide Executive 

Board Treasurer brought us greetings on 

behalf of Patti Austin, Churchwide 

President, Executive Board, Executive 

Director and staff.  Ely reported that 

Thank Offerings received in 2014 was 

$795,968 and regular offerings 

$377,905.  She informed us about grants 

that are available, like Raising up 

Healthy Women & Girls.  Right now 

From the Desk of the President 

Ely Smith—Churchwide Representative 
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The Saturday morning Bible 

Study was led by Pastor Laurie 

Natwick.  The theme for our 

convention was Joy.  Pastor 

Natwick based her Bible Study 

on Galatians 5:22-23, “The fruit 

of the spirit is love, joy, peace, 

patience, kindness, generosity, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-

control”.  Joy is only one of the 

fruits and is in relationship to all 

the others.  The fruit of joy is the 

awareness that God is one’s 

strength and protector.  One may 

experience sadness in their life, 

but underlying the sadness is 

knowing that you are still loved 

by God.  This joy is found in 

Jesus and placed into your heart 

by the Holy Spirit.  She ended by 

telling us three things that every-

one wants to hear: I love you; I 

forgive you; and dinners ready, 

come and eat.  God loves us, he 

forgives us, and the Communion 

Table is ready for all to come 

and eat if we are ready to be 

loved and forgiven. 

Carol Gealow,  

Board Member 

 

Rita Olson—Dance with Joy! 

of the Fargo Moorhead Choral Artists 

directed by Michael Culloton. 

Rita began her presentation with a 

movement/ dance activity with all the 

women to the music of "Amazing 

Grace" sung by her friend. As I sat in 

front and watched the women moving 

it was fun to see their faces expressing 

fascination and joy. Rita then shared 

stories of her walk of faith in her life-

time. Her faith began to blossom in her 

40's and she has had her ups and 

downs. Many times she felt dis-

couraged and depressed but she 

has grown and been a blessing to 

others, experiencing and sharing 

"joy in the journey" of her faith 

walk.  

By Char Skaff, President TLCW 

Rita Olson is a wife, mother of 3 

sons, nurse for over thirty years and 

currently a brown belt instructor in 

NIA (a cardio-dance workout, a 

movement practice and a lifestyle 

based on the intelligent design of 

the body) She teaches classes in the 

FM area twice weekly to all ages 

and fitness levels. She is also a 

musician and has sung in commu-

nity choirs and the Worship band at 

Trinity. She is currently a member 
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Rita Olson 

Bible Study— Pastor Laurie Natwick, Assistant to the Bishop 

Past Presidents Left to Right: Becky Olson, 

Wenda Sang, Elaine Scheer and Lois Bylund 



It was an absolute ‘Joy’ to be at the 28th 

annual NW MN WELCA convention at 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Moorhead!    

On Saturday morning after a beautiful  
and inspiring church service, we had the 

pleasure of hearing Nancy Jones Schaf-

er, who is a former first lady of North 

Dakota. 

Nancy shared with us her personal story 

of losing her dear husband  to cancer 

when she was only 37 years of age.  She 

said she had to face widowhood with 

two small children.   She also said if that 

wasn’t bad enough to lose her husband , 

her  children inherited the gene of the 
same  cancer her husband had.   A few 

years later her daughter also had the 

same cancer, however,  as of now her 

daughter  is doing alright!  Nevertheless, 

throughout all these struggles Nancy  

remained  passionate about her family, 

community and her church.   She said it 

was in the service that she gave to oth-

ers, which helped her release some of 

her pain and grief. 

Throughout her life, (at times giving her 

mother huge compliments ),  she praised 
her 90+ year old mother for her  role in 

her life!   She said that her mother, (who 

was present in the audience), still contin-

ues to serve and help others as much as 

she can.  She emphasized, how when 

helping another person, one can for a 

while at least,  forget the personal struggles 

that you may be going through.   She said 

that her personal faith has been strength-

ened by hardships and she has been made 
generous and joyful by the lives and experi-

ences of other people. 

Later in her life she married Ed who be-

came North Dakota’s Governor.  They have 

four children.   As First Lady, Nancy served 

on the End of Life Project, Steering Com-

mittee, the North Dakota Council on the 

Arts, Concordia College Board of Regents, 

the Capitol Grounds Planning Commission, 

the Christmas in April Board, the Prairie 

Lighthouse Project Advisory Council and 
the Theodore Roosevelt Medora Founda-

tion. 

Nancy has held many positions in her com-

munity and in her church.  For her outstand-

ing achievements and dedicated service to 

the people of North Dakota, Nancy was 

recognized as the Outstanding Woman of 

North Dakota by the North Dakota Women 

of Today organization.  Nancy is featured in 

a book, “Believing in Ourselves:  A Cele-

bration of Women.”  It is a book that shares 

stories of  35 women and their journey to 
find ‘Joy’!  What a blessing it was for all of 

us to hear her story!  

By Merrily Burmeister 

Nancy Jones Schafer 

Pa

SNOW Newsletter 

Former First Lady of 

North Dakota—Nancy 

Jones Schafer 



 

It is good to get involved right 

away.  Yes, there are a few jobs 

assigned, but they helped me 

grow as a person and in my 

faith.  I have had a chance to 

share my faith  with so many 

wonderful women at our synod 

and cluster gatherings.  I want to 

continue working with and for 

our women at whatever level I’m 

When I was first called to see if  

I would run for the NW MN  

Women's Synodical board, 

my first reaction was "I  don't 

know anything about this board", 

but something inside of me said 

to say "Yes!"  I am so happy I 

did.  Right from the very first 

meeting I was made to feel so 

welcome.   

called to do.  My wish is that 

every woman could experience 

this wonderful calling.   

Yours in Christ,  

Mary Peterson 

Trinity Women—Hosts for the 2015 Convention 

Reflections from Mary Peterson 

Reflections from Judy Reger 

speakers and lunches are a real 

treat and would be an inspiration to 

any person in the ELCA 

Planning for the annual convention 

of the synod each fall is a big part 

of the work that we are involved.  

It gave me a chance to meet many 

Churchwide board members and 

staff including Churchwide Bishop 

Elizabeth Eaton.  

I can honestly say that one of the 

highlights of my term was being 

nominated to attend the Ninth Tri-

ennial Convention of the Women 

of the ELCA in Charlotte, North 

Carolina in July of 2014.  To be 

part of 2,300 people that were 

challenged in seminars, inspired in 

large worship/communion services 

and meeting people from all over 

the country is something to never 

be forgotten. 

My wish for you is that when you 

are asked to serve in a way that 

you are not accustomed to that you 

will leap at the chance.  For you 

are forever changed.  

God’s Blessings, 

Judy Reger 

I felt it a special privilege to be 

nominated to the Northwest MN 

SWO Board already four years 

ago.  I have always served my 

local congregations where I have 

been a member in many different 

ways and I felt this was a great 

way to be a part of the bigger pic-

ture of our “church.” 

I truly enjoyed the whole experi-

ence of serving as a board member.  

Some of the highlights included 

visiting other clusters in our synod 

in both the spring and the fall of 

these last years.  The programs, 
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Outgoing Board Member 

Mary Peterson and  Ely 

Smith, Churchwide Rep 

 

Judy Reger, Out-

going Board Member 

Hosting a convention of this size is not an easy task, but not for 

Trinity Women.  Char Skaff , took charge and got the ball rolling 

making sure we had the space needed for all our activities.  Kathy 

Lindquist organized the music from dinner music to worship and 

special music and also served as our song leader.   Lenae Harless 

had the tables set to perfection with centerpieces and favors.  Jane 

Skunberg arranged the catering and making sure there were 

enough servers for all meals.  Janelle Leiseth was the registrar 

handling all the registrations that came in and kept the board 

abreast of delegates registered.  Becky Olson pitched in and 

worked where ever they needed her making sure we didn’t run 

out of coffee.  Thank you ! Trinity Women Board 

L to R :  Jane Skunberg, Lenae Harless, Kathy Lindquist, Char 

Skaff,  Becky Olson and Janelle Leiseth 



For those of you who did not attend the 

fall convention, we voted at our annual 

meeting to support a fund raising project 

for Phebe Hospital in northern 
Liberia, Africa.  Phebe Hospital is a large 

Lutheran hospital in Bong County where 

the first confirmed cases of ebola were 

identified.  In fact two nurses died from 

the ebola virus.   Phebe Hospital serves a 

population of 450,000 people with 8  

doctors and a nursing staff.  It also houses 

a nurses training school and its 

dormitories.  Doctors and staff live in 

houses near by.   

 
Electricity for this entire hospital is fueled 

by diesel generators requiring 90,000 gal-

lons a year at a cost of $4.50 per gal-

lon.  During the rainy season, delivery 

trucks often get bogged down on bad rural 

roads, and they have many power outages 

along with aging generators. Some sur-

geons even wear head lamps into surgery 

in case of an outage.   It is costly and dirty 

with lots of carbon waste. 

 

Following a trip to Liberia, the women of 
the ELCA approached the Rural 

Renewable Energy Alliance (RREAL) to 

propose construction of a photovoltaic 

solar array to serve the hospital's energy 

needs.  This with back up generators, 

would provide low cost renewable solar 

energy and save them money they can use 

on health programs in rural Liberia.  The 

added benefit of job training for people in 

Liberia will mean employment for years to 

come as they provide solar panels for 

other businesses.  This project will cost $2.5 
million, and we hope to raise $200,000. 

We are asking all churches to have a 

"FUNd" raising event, maybe using Thri-

vant members gift cards to pay for expenses 

and send the money along with your 

"FUNd"  story to our synodical treasurer:

 Carolyn Nelson    

 11175 West Lake Ida Road, 

 Lake Park, MN  56554  

earmarked PHEBE hospital. 

If you would like more information on 
this go to SkipTheGrid.org 

This is a short version of a two page infor-

mation sheet, if you would like more 

information, contact your board members or 

call Ardys Horner, 218 847 1483. 

 

Thanks and praise be to God for an oppor-

tunity to serve others, think of Phebe  

Hospital every time you turn on the lights or 

use your computer or use hot water. 

If every church sent Carolyn $50 or more, 

think of how fast we could raise this  
money with over 200 churches. It was an 

absolute ‘Joy’ to be at the 28th annual NW 

MN WELCA convention at Trinity Luther-

an Church in Moorhead!    

 

By Ardys Horner, CL 7 

PV For Phebe Bringing Solar Energy to Liberia 
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“Sometimes, we 
have to turn patients 
away because we 
owe the fuel compa-
ny money so they 
won’t deliver diesel, 
and we do not have 
any power.”  



“All Anew” is the theme for Women of the 

ELCA’s Tenth Triennial Gathering in Minneap-

olis, Minn., July 13-16, 2017. The theme is sup-

ported by several biblical texts that speak of re-

newal. The logo (at right) is in the joyful, organic 

shape of a butterfly—or is it a flower? It repre-

sents transformation and growth. Splashes of col-

or honoring the four elements (earth, wind, fire, 

air) spill outside the lines to create an uplifiting 

symbol that is bright, bold and vibrant. Because 

the Tenth Triennial Gathering falls during the 

observance of the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation in 2017, the theme reso-

nates with reformation and transformation imag-

es. At the gathering, participants will explore 

ways in which the Holy Spirit changes us, ac-

knowledging that reformation and transformation 

have happened and continue to happen within the 

community of women known as Women of the 

ELCA. One theme verse, Psalm 104:30: “Lord, 

send forth your spirit…and renew the face of the earth” 

calls on God to send the Holy Spirit to renew not just God’s 

people, not just God’s church—but all God’s earth, the cre-

ation that God called good. 

In addition to 

Psalm 104:30, other 

supporting theme 

verses include: 

Romans 12:2: … 

Be transformed by 

the renewing of 

your minds. …

You’ll be changed 

from the inside out. 

2 Corinthians 4:16: …Though our outer nature is wasting 

away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day. … 

Titus 3:4-5: … [God] gave us a good bath, and we came out 

of it new people, washed inside and out by the Holy Spirit. 

 

The annual Convention of the NW MN Synodical Women's Organization is now history and can be deemed a great success, with everyone 

being filled with joy. 

Along with that joy, women showed their affirmation and gratitude by generously giving of their resources.   Church WELCA units have also 

been sending in their offerings,  along with special gifts such as India Bible Women, Phebe Project and for the physical offering (items given to 

women's shelters ).  This is the latest profit report for the Convention: 

     Registration   $8,423.00 

     Convention offering  $3,881.67  

     Convention Exp. Fund  $1,296.67  

     Silent Auction   $1,948.00 

     Physical offering  $   260.00 

     India Bible Women  $   460.00 

     Phobe Project   $   590.00 

Thank you to everyone for your support to the Women of the ELCA.   Giving makes the heart grow warmer!! 

Blessings, 

Carolyn Nelson,  Treasurer  

Treasurer’s Report 
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Gather, the magazine of Women of the 

ELCA, offers a mix of articles, theological 

reflections, devotions, and stories of com-

fort and challenge that help readers grow 

in faith and engage in ministry and action.  

This great magazine is only $15.00 per 

year for 10 issues.  If you are a subscriber 

you can also receive Gather electronically 

to read on your Kindle Fire, iPad, Android 

or Windows device.  It’s easy to subscribe 

online at www.gathermagazine.org.  The 

Gather magazine has many great articles 

each month and the bible studies are awe-

some too and can be used for your Circle 

Bible Studies.   The magazine is a great 

way of staying connected to the Women of 

the ELCA.  It’s also a great gift idea too for 

that person that has everything. 

 

Gather Magazine 
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Do you know someone who 

gives regularly to Women of 

the ELCA, rain or shine, no 

matter what? Someone who’s 

a faithful friend and steadfast 

supporter of the organization 

we all love? What does the 

Bible say about people like 

that? 

“Faithful friends are a sturdy 

shelter;  whoever finds one 

has found a treasure.  Faithful 

friends are beyond price; 

no amount can balance their 

worth.  Faithful friends are life

-saving medicine; and those 

who fear the Lord will find 

them. 

(Ecclesiasticus 6:14-16) 

Sturdy shelter. Beyond price. 

Life-saving medicine. Yes, we 

thought, those phrases certainly 

describe the many steadfast 

supporters of Women of the 

ELCA. So that’s what we’ve 

named our new giving pro-

gram: “Faithful Friends.” 

“Faithful Friends” is an easy 

way for you (or your congrega-

tional unit or your synodical 

organization) to give monthly 

to Women of the ELCA by 

automatic withdrawal from your 

checking account or by automat-

ic charge to your credit card. 

The “Faithful Friends” program 

supports the Women of the 

ELCA General Fund, which 

makes it possible for your 

churchwide organization to act 

quickly and flexibly in response 

to any need that may arise. The 

prophet Isaiah tells us that God 

says, "I am about to do a new 

thing" (43:19a). And "Faithful 

Friends" is one way you can 

help Women of the ELCA be 

ready for whatever new thing 

God has in store for us.  

rates a Lutheran perspective but 

is a great read for any woman 

who is interested in how faith 

can relate to every-day life..  

This monthly publication and 

podcast is made possible through 

regular offerings donated by 

women from over 7,000 active 

Women of the ELCA units in 

congregations  

Café is another one of our online 

publications.  Did you know that 

there are Café groups meeting all 

around the country – and more 

are springing up every day? Café 

is an award-winning web-based 

magazine for young adult wom-

en who want to build communi-

ty, participate in advocacy, and 

strengthen their faith. It incorpo-

Bold Connections is a free 

monthly e-newsletter of Women 

of the ELCA. Whether you par-

ticipate a little or a lot in Women 

of the ELCA, you'll find helpful 

news and information on our 

programs and activities, and 

stories of how together we live 

out our purpose and mission. 

Faithful Friends  

Café and Bold Connections 

Resources 
also have a short power point 

presentation available for you to 

use to present to a group.  You 

can include these booklets in 

your “New Member packets” at 

your church.  These can be or-

dered online and they are free of 

charge!!! 

Do you know someone that does 

not know who the Women of the 

ELCA are?  Do you think there 

are women in your congrega-

tions that would like more infor-

mation about Women of the 

ELCA?  This is our new bro-

chure – A Place for You.  We 
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“My Faith sisters 

provide the boost  

I need to grow and 

boldly go in the name 

of Jesus’ 

Donna from North 

Carolina  
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Northwestern Minnesota Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA 

 Top row L to R:  Merrily Bur-
meister, Diane Tiegland, Carol 

Gealow, RoxAnn Goulet, Sha-

ron Mortrud,   Bottom row L 
to R:  Marilyn  Grandstrand, 

Carolyn Nelson, Sue Ellwang-

er and Vicki Heydt.  Not pic-

tured Margaret Kragerud 
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