
Engage, Celebrate, and Share
St Philip’s 2023 Stewardship Campaign

Dear cherished friends in Christ:

As we enter the fall stewardship campaign to support the ministry and life of St.

Philip’s we have so much to celebrate!  Over the past year, we’ve been gathering back

together, remembering how to be together again as a congregation, to work together

as God’s people for the sake of the world, and to receive God’s gracious gifts of life,

grace, and love together, as God’s people in this place.  We are blessed by the energy

and fresh perspective of new members and by the persistent and resilient

commitment of all those who have long called St. Philip’s their spiritual home.  With

dedicated sta�, lay leaders, and so many stalwart, faithful volunteers—even despite

the ongoing pandemic—we are in great hands to move forward in faith and ministry.

Over many years, St. Philip’s has repeatedly shown its dedication, support, and

generosity.  You have shared your gifts, your time, your talents, and so much more.  It

is our hope that you will prayerfully consider increasing your pledge to the parish this

year as you are able.  This will be a pivotal year for our parish, with expansion of

ministry and programs and plans for new ventures in ministry and service to our

community both inside and outside our walls.

Jesus said, in John chapter 15, “I chose you and appointed you so that you might go

and bear fruit—fruit that will last.”  We are a people and parish committed to Jesus’

mandate.  There are no limits to God’s grace and love, and so we engage in mission

and seize opportunities as God places them before us; we celebrate and cherish our

young people, seniors, and all ages in this community because God has entrusted all to



our care; we come together to worship because we cannot live out our faith alone—we

have a message and a hope to share with everyone.

Over the next several Sundays, parishioners like you will o�er reflections on what

service and sharing means to them at St. Philip’s.  Join us as we “Engage, Celebrate,

and Share” in the gifts  we’ve been given and as we celebrate the gift you are to God

and to our community.  God bless you as you prayerfully consider your pledge to

support this work in your church.

Blessings and peace to you and yours,

Rev. Lorne Manweiler, Rector

Regional Dean of Point Grey



Engage, Celebrate, and Share

As we approach the hundredth anniversary of St Philip’s, we have much to be thankful
for in our lives as Christians and in our St Philip’s church family. Stewardship is a core
Christian practice rooted in scripture with many instances of how God’s beneficence
has inspired us to give of the resources entrusted to us to build the Church and to serve
God’s mission. Giving of ourselves is at the heart of what we believe as Christians “for
God loves a cheerful giver.”

Engage, Celebrate, and Share invites us all to reflect and act on the ways we can
contribute to this wonderful parish: to engage, celebrate and share in our faith, our
service, and our community.

St Philip’s is known throughout the diocese and our community for our welcoming
ways. This is thanks to the engagement and sharing of so many volunteers over the
decades. Let us thank all of you who do so much for this church community, in ways
large and small. You are St Philip’s.

From Thanksgiving Sunday, Oct. 9th to Sunday Oct. 30th, Stewardship invites you to
respond each week to a question, hear parishioners share why they are part of St
Philip’s, and consider new ways for you to engage, celebrate and share.

Engage
● Consider the four questions posed below and in the bulletin throughout

Stewardship 2023
● Commit to St Philip’s. Join the parish and sign up to receive our news
● Be active in our community and discover your new place in it
● Engage with your faith: ponder, question, wonder, and pray

Celebrate
● Gather in fellowship at St Philip’s and celebrate the people here
● Lean over the pew. Enjoy meeting other parishioners
● Sing, bake, grow, create, comfort, teach and serve
● Celebrate God’s gifts. Choose gratitude



Share
● Share St Philip’s with others. Bring a friend to church.
● Share your Time
● Share your Talent
● Share your Treasure

Questions
1. How has God blessed my life with His grace?
2. How am I a follower of Jesus?
3. How do we serve God’s mission here in our community? And in the wider world?
4. What aspect of our church means the most to you at St Philip’s?

Treasure
Stewardship 2023 is also a request for your on-going financial support in 2023 for the
ministries and the community of St Philip’s.

Paul writes to early Christians in 2 Corinthians 9:6-7.12
“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance that by always having enough of everything,
you may share abundantly in every good work.
…for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God.”

Where our budget comes from:
Most of our operating budget comes from donations. In 2021 about 70% of our overall
budget came from generous giving by members of our community. These funds came
from pledged gifts, open collections, bequests, and designated gifts.
Various fund-raising initiatives such as baking, plants, books, rummage, and
Christmas sales generated another 4.1% of our overall budget, while rental income
from preschools, community groups, and the rectory rental added another 19% to our
general fund.



2021 Sources of Funds 

Pledged Gifts (54.5%) Outreach Gifts (4.6%) Other Designated Gifts (0.5%) Bequests
and Other Gifts (9.0%) Holy Days and Open Collection (1.4%) Fund-raising (4.1%)
Rental Income (18.7%) Grants (6.2%) Other (1.0%)

And where it all goes: 
Our big costs are largely fixed and rising annually. In 2021, sta� salaries,
administrative costs, and property maintenance took up 80% of our budget. The
Diocesan Assessment (our contribution to the Diocese) took up another 12.8%, while
designated spending (that is, gifts that have been designated for a particular use by
the donor rather than to the general fund) made up just over 5%. That left just over
2% of our 2021 budget in the general fund for anything else.



2021 Budget Expenditures 

Pastoral Sta� (31.8%) Support Sta� (20.8%) Diocesan Assessment (12.8%) Property &
Maintenance (19.3%) Worship/Pastoral (1.6%) Administrative Costs (8.2%) Outreach
(5.0%) Other Designated Spending (0.5%)

Why your gift is so important and why pledging helps the
Church
Your gift funds the daily work of the church: heating buildings, turning on lights,
paying sta�, funding gatherings, repairing spaces, and ministering to our parish and
community.

We are very fortunate at St Philip’s to have resources in the form of our Endowment
Fund and Income Funds. We are so grateful to everyone who generously and wisely
created and managed them. But these are not infinite resources and if we resort to
making up large shortfalls by drawing on the Income Fund, it won’t last for long.
Everyone’s gift, no matter the size, is essential for us to continue to do God’s work in
this place. 



By pledging a yearly gift you help St. Philip’s to budget responsibly for the coming
year and allocate funds suitably. If pledges are not received during the fall, the budget
being prepared cannot be relied on as an accurate prediction of the next year’s income.
So, please respond to the call to stewardship and submit your pledge by the end of
October.

Engage, Celebrate, and Share
Each of us is called to serve others with whatever gifts we have received from God.
Please prayerfully consider how you can share your gifts with your St. Philip’s family
so we can continue to engage, celebrate, and share in service, fellowship, faith, love,
and community.



Planning Your Pledge
The following is intended to help as you consider how much to pledge to St. Philip’s
for 2023.

How much should I pledge? 
The amount you pledge is a matter only you can decide. Returning a portion of your
income to the church is a spiritual discipline as well as a practical support of St.
Philip’s ministries. 

The average giving pattern in the Diocese of New Westminster is typically around
1.4% of household annual income. St. Philip’s has historically received gifts
comprising around 2% of annual income.

A 12% increase over last year’s pledged gifts would significantly reduce our reliance
on extraordinary donations and the need to draw from our Income Fund.

12% more on a monthly gift of $150 is $18 extra per month.
12% more on a monthly gift of $500 is $60 extra per month.

Please consider whether you can increase your previous pledge by 12%, or more. St.
Philip’s is a registered non-profit organization with the Canada Revenue Agency,
meaning your donation can help reduce your taxes by including your donation receipt
in your return. 

The following charts may help as you consider the amount of your pledge. 

Weekly Gift

Annual
Income

1.5 % 2.5% 5% 10%

$30,000 $8.65 $14.42 $28.85 $57.69
$50,000 $14.42 $24.04 $48.08 $96.15
$75,000 $21.63 $36.06 $72.12 $144.23

$100,000 $28.85 $48.08 $96.15 $192.31
$125,000 $36.06 $60.10 $120.19 $240.38
$150,000 $43.27 $72.12 $144.23 $288.46



Monthly Gift

Annual
Income

1.5 % 2.5% 5% 10%

$30,000 $37.50 $62.50 $125.00 $250.00
$50,000 $62.50 $104.17 $208.34 $416.67
$75,000 $97.35 $156.25 $312.50 $625.00

$100,000 $125.00 $208.34 $416.67 $833.34
$125,000 $156.25 $260.42 $520.83 $1041.67
$150,000 $187.50 $312.50 $625.00 $1250.00

How should I set up my giving?
 Most people will likely find a monthly gift is the easiest and most convenient way to
give. We encourage you to consider setting up a “PAD” account (Pre-authorized
Donation Program) to have regular withdrawals taken directly from your bank
account or credit card. A PAD sign-up form is included with this package. 

What if my circumstances change and I need to change my pledge
commitment? 
Simply contact the church o�ce to change your pledge. PAD pledges can be changed
as well as envelope pledges at any time. All pledge amounts and changes are kept in
strict confidence. 

What if I am away for an extended period, or attend intermittently? 
St. Philip’s sets its budget on the pledges received, so ongoing giving is appreciated.
You can set up a pre-authorized donation (PAD) through the church o�ce, pay your
pledge upfront before you leave, or give post-dated cheques. 



How should I split my pledge between St. Philip’s and my other
charitable giving?
Many charitable organizations and good causes need financial support. St. Philip’s is
one of those good causes! Our response to God is comprised of all the ways we give
back. Please consider what portion St. Philip’s plays in your personal and spiritual life
and give accordingly. 
When deciding whether to designate a portion of your pledge, please keep in mind that
the financial challenges created by the pandemic and rising costs create an increased
need for general giving in support of our ministry and programs.

Thank you! 
Thank you in advance for your thoughtful and prayerful consideration of your
financial commitment. Stewardship is a faithful and generous response to God’s gifts
to you.

Please fill out the Stewardship 2023 pledge form and return it to church by Oct. 30, if
possible, into the collection plate, to the o�ce, or by mail to:

Stewardship 2023,
St Philip’s Anglican Church,
3737 W. 27th Ave.
Vancouver,
V6S 1R2



Ministries and activities of St. Philip’s in which you can engage, celebrate and share:

Below are the ministries and activities you could help with at St Philip’s. Consider how you can
help, even a little. Speak to a Warden or Lorne for help. You will be welcomed with open arms! 

● Altar Guild
● Choir
● Christian Education
● Church School
● Co�ee Hour
● Communications
● Concerts and Special Events
● Counting Team
● Endowment Fund
● Envelope Secretary
● Fellowship
● Fundraising
● Finance
● Flowers
● Gardeners
● Greeters
● Healing Prayer Partners
● Jones Girls
● Lay Administrators
● Lay Readers
● Live Streaming
● Music Committee

● Musicians
● Neighbourhood Ministry
● Outreach
● Parish Council
● Pastoral Care
● Photographer
● Prayer Intercessors
● Property
● Readers
● Servers Guild
● Sides People
● Stewardship
● Synod Delegates
● Treasurer
● Trustees
● Vestry Clerk
● Volunteer O�ce Help
● Wardens
● Welcomers
● Youth Group
● Unknown Saints


