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Tuesday, November 8, 2022


Dear Church Family,


In June of this year after discussions with our Leadership Board I wrote a letter explaining the 
current circumstance of the United Methodist Church. In the simplest terms, I tried to bring 
clarity and understanding of the complex issues that are causing disruption across the 
denomination. This letter is an update on these issues hoping to further clarify what is before 
us and where we are at Covenant UMC. I’m using a Q & A style to address some of the most 
important questions I’ve received so far. (These letters are available at covenantumc.net)


Is Covenant going to Vote?  

This is the question I’ve heard the most recently and while a great question, we should start 
with some context. Let me explain.


One of the most important questions is, “Why are churches voting?” Churches are voting 
mostly because someone has convinced them they are required to vote. But churches are not 
required to vote. No church is. This is a voluntary action taken by individual churches. 


What are they voting on? Churches are choosing to vote after some process of discernment 
where the majority of members are convinced that Disaffiliation is the best option for their 
future. Disaffiliation means a local church will no longer be affiliated with the United Methodist 
Church which allows that congregation to become independent or join another denomination.


Why would a United Methodist Congregation vote to disaffiliate? There is only one 
allowable purpose for disaffiliation. The United Methodist Church Book of Discipline was 
amended at the 2019 General Conference in Chapter Six, Church Property, adding a new 
Section VIII: Disaffiliation of Local Churches Over Issues Related to Human Sexuality, and 
a new paragraph, ¶2553.


“Because of the current deep conflict within The United Methodist Church around 
issues of human sexuality, a local church shall have a limited right, under the provisions 
of this paragraph, to disaffiliate from the denomination for reasons of conscience 
regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline related 
to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing 
homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions 
or inactions of its annual conference related to these issues which follow.” ¶2553.1


As you can see, the ONLY allowable reason to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church is 
if the local church disagrees with the United Methodist Church’s stance, or the action or 
inaction of an annual conference regarding homosexuality.  The challenge is, the stance of the 
denomination on homosexuality has not changed in over 50 years, except to be more 
prohibitive of churches and pastors to be in ministry with the LGBTQ+ community. In other 
words, nothing has changed regarding homosexuality, and the prospects for sweeping change 
are just not on the horizon. 
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So why are churches voting to leave the denomination? Fear. Few would admit this, but 
fear is at the very core of these conversations. Some would describe it as a righteous decision, 
some will call it a biblical issue, but from my experience the biggest reason churches are 
disaffiliating is an unfounded fear of the future. Many untruthful statements have been made 
about the United Methodist Church recently which has created and fueled this fear. Statements 
like the church is: rewriting the Bible, denying the divinity of Jesus, becoming more like the 
world, just to name a few. There is no truth to any of them. The United Methodist Church has 
and will continue to hold fast to its orthodox theology, its high view of Christology (Jesus as 
both human and divine), its covenant to love all people as Jesus commanded, and especially 
its commitment to the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.


Now to answer the first question, Is Covenant going to vote? The simple answer is, No. At 
least not in the near future and here is the biggest reason, we are not required to. Your 
Covenant Leadership Board has determined that no vote is warranted at the present time. 
Church votes, while sounding very American and democratic, are notoriously polarizing. When 
things don’t go a certain way, people are discouraged and leave. Any church vote that is not 
100% will alienate someone and that is not what we are about. Our commitment is to build 
healthy community not divide it. And the issues before the denomination have not been 
decided. There is a General Conference in 2024. This Conference will address the divide in the 
denomination. It may create new paths for local congregations to leave the denomination. And 
begin (notice I use the word begin intentionally) to shape what this new United Methodist 
Church will look like and eventually be. Only then will we have the information that can lead us 
to any decisions we feel we need to make.


We ARE United Methodist. This is the most important reason we are not going to vote. Most 
of us knew what we were getting into when we joined the United Methodist Church and 
nothing much has changed. In our own congregation we hold a variety of theological 
perspectives and yet we can work side by side in ministry. John Wesley said a long time ago 
about Methodists, 


“Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike? May we not be of one heart, 
though we are not of one opinion? Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the children of 
God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences.”  

Even then Wesley understood the great differences among us, under the same banner of 
methodism. And yet, the Methodist movement grew like crazy with this theological diversity.


So what is next for Covenant UMC? We will continue our ministry by connecting people to 
Jesus, building communities, and taking our next steps of faith together. Your Leadership 
Board has been addressing these issues in deep conversations for most of the last 2 years. We 
are discerning together, asking questions of our church members, fielding questions, and 
mostly looking out for the congregation so that our ministry can be productive and Christ-
honoring in all we do. If we determine that a whole church conversation needs to take place, 
we will lead it. Until then we will continue to monitor the situation and have conversations as 
we move forward. And we will communicate with you as we discover the next steps.


One more thing from your Lead Pastor. When I took my vow of ordination I was asked these 
questions (among others), Have you studied the doctrines of the United Methodist Church? 
After full examination, do you believe that our doctrines are in harmony with the Holy 
Scriptures? Will you preach and maintain them? Have you studied our form of Church 
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discipline and polity? Do you approve our Church government and polity? Will you support and 
maintain them? My simple answer along with my fellow ordinands was, “I will with the help of 
God.” It’s a covenant I made with God through the Indiana Conference, and I keep with you 
every day.


I am a proud Clergy Member of the Indiana Conference of the United Methodist Church. It is 
my task to guide you in our orthodox understanding of discipleship and scripture, offer the 
sacraments, and provide leadership that will protect you from both inside and outside 
influences. As St. Paul wrote to Timothy, I take as my own vow, 


“Timothy, protect what has been given to you in trust. Avoid godless and pointless 
discussions and the contradictory claims of so-called “knowledge.” (1 Timothy 6:20, 
CEB) 


He went on to say in his second letter to Timothy, 

“I’m not ashamed. I know the one in whom I’ve placed my trust. I’m convinced that God 
is powerful enough to protect what he has placed in my trust until that day.” (2 Timothy 
1:12, CEB)


You are that trust. And it is my commitment to protect you with the help of the Holy Spirit who 
lives in us. We are a church united by this promise, even in our differences. Let us continue to 
lead in this unity; our covenant, especially as we welcome all who are seeking hope, 
community, and home.


We are Covenant United Methodist Church. And I am honored to serve as your pastor. 


Peace ><>


Rev. Chris Nunley

Lead Pastor


