
•to glorify God as a people united in love and 
commi6ed to con7nuing the ministry of Christ 
our Lord on earth through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.
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Loving God
LOVE3: Loving God, one another, and our 
neighbours



•there is a difference between knowing a lot of 
informa7on about God and then knowing God 
genuinely and personally and in7mately. 

•“Genuine knowing-personal knowing-involves 
much more than head knowledge. It involves a 
rela7onship; it involves the heart. If God is love, he 
cannot be truly known apart from love. He cannot, 
therefore, be known objec7vely. One cannot 
observe him from a distance and know him. To do 
so is to fail to genuinely encounter his love. One 
can encounter divine love only up close and 
personally.” - David Benner

Objective knowing vs. Genuine knowing



•Jesus Christ 

•John 10: the Good Shepherd 

•Ephesians 3:19: love that surpasses knowledge

Objective knowing vs. Genuine knowing



•Example: Luke 10 - Martha and Mary 

•Martha is distracted 

•start with and focus on surrendering to God 
and his love 

Doing to earn love



•David Benner, Surrender to Love: Discovering the 
Heart of Chris7an Spirituality 

•“Jesus is the key to surrender to God. He does not 
command us to surrender or wield authority to 
demand obedience. Instead he welcomes us with 
love that invites in7macy. Rather than commanding 
with power, he invites with vulnerability. In Jesus, 
God becomes human and courts us with 
tenderness and unimaginable kindness. He does so 
because he wants our heart and not just our will. 
He knows that only love will make us willing to give 
him both our heart and our will.”

Surrender to God’s love



•Example: Luke 19 - Zacchaeus 

•The same love is available to us 

•C.S. Lewis: “Our whole being by its very nature 
is one vast need; incomplete, preparatory, 
empty yet clu6ered, crying out for Him who can 
un7e things that are now kno6ed together and 
7e up things that are s7ll dangling loose.”

Surrender to God’s love



•Romans 8:38-39: For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all 
crea7on, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

•John 3:16-17: For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.

Surrender to God’s love



•“Loving God will include obeying all his 
commands; it will include believing all his word; 
it will include thanking him for all his gi\s. But 
all that is overflow. The essence of loving God is 
admiring and enjoying all he is.” – John Piper 

Surrender to God’s love



•Focus on God’s love and move toward a genuine knowing 

•Reading: David G. Benner, Surrender to Love: 
Discovering the Heart of Chris7an Spirituality; Skye 
Jethani, With: Reimagining the Way You Relate to God; 
C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves, Julian of Norwich, Divine 
Love 

•Meditate and reflect on God’s love: 

•Ephesians 3:14-21; Psalm 23, 91, 131; Isaiah 43:1-4; 
Hosea 11:1-4 

•Breath Prayer - Inhale: Nothing can separate me; 
Exhale: from the love of God

In closing…


