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Golfing and God ... and Discipleship

I used to play golf. For me, it was simply a
great feeling when the ball went where I
wanted and anticipated it would go. Aim for
the green and hit the green. Fantastic! Unfortunately,
through the years, I got out of practice of going to the
course, hitting a bucket of balls, and spending time
with clubs in my hands.

Somehow, through my time away I developed a nasty,
I mean really nasty, slice. (A slice is when the ball
curves away from you after striking it.) I’m telling you,
I could hit the ball almost as far right, on my slice, as
straight down the course. This made it impossible to
be consistent hitting the ball on the fairway.

I went out of my way to hold the club differently,
change the angle of my aim, try to concentrate more
on my back swing, try different clubs... all, of which,
was for naught. I continued to slice. I needed to slow
down, literally, start over, and return to the basics.

I wonder if being a disciple isn’t similar. Sometimes we
need to slow down and return to the basics. We are all
called to not only be disciples, but to make disciples
(Mt. 28:19). Yet, how can we make disciples if we are
swinging all over the place? We must focus on Jesus.
When we get out of practice, then we can “hit” some
pretty messed up “slices.”

We can miss the fairway, the green, the hole, the
mark. It makes it nearly impossible to play golf or be a
disciple.

At bible study this week, we again discussed how God
has opened for us the door to relationship. There is 

nothing (No-Thing) that stands in the
way of God’s love (Romans 8:35-39)
or God’s accessibility. 

We are invited to “be” with God in God’s
presence. We do this in prayer, in silence, in
conversation, in reading the bible, and in study.
As we engage God, as we dwell in God’s
presence, we find ourselves lifted, renewed, and
empowered. Nourished for a new day/time. 
Then, being a disciple and making disciples
comes much more easily. It flows naturally.

This time of year, Autumn, has historically been
a time of Thanksgiving for what has been
provided. God’s provision is new each day and
manifest in a visible way during the end of year
harvest.

As you celebrate the Autumn through
Thanksgiving, family gatherings, or however you
choose, I hope you see the abundant mercies of
God present in your life. And as you spend time
with God I am confident you will see a harvest
manifest in your presence.

It isn’t often that someone hits a hole in one. It’s
not often that any of us gets “it” perfect, in golf or
in life. Isn’t it wonderful to know that God has
made provision for our imperfections (Romans
3:21-25), God’s mercies are new everyday
(Lamentations 3:22,23), and we have been invited
into the throne room of grace (Hebrews 4:16).

Pastor Norm
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A Memorial service was held for Granville
(Granny) Oswalt on Saturday, October 22,
2022 with Pastor Norm Arnold officiating.

8     Steve & Jeanette Foster - 42 years
11   Tim & Katie Ogden 
18   Karen & Mike Cloke - 45 years
23   Monte & Cathy Hartshorn 

Remembering 
Members & Friends

Please remember these people
with your prayers,  phone calls, or cards:

All God’s people including: Terry Myers, Barbara
Fernandez, Daniel Crisman, Linda Solberg, Russ,
Tom Cunningham, Betty Light, Ed Berndt, Amy
Baker, Robert Oswalt, Scott Sparks, Dianne
Whitten, Annette Hammond, Tom Boren, Kevin
Strang, Martha Olson, Sandy Catt, Bob Nolden,
Jess Johnston, Emma Cooley, Emma Agren, Amy
Agren,  Nathan Victor, Brad Foster, Michelle
Oswalt, Vineta Thomsen, Mary Brown, Bruce
Schumacher, Kelsey Buchanan, Stephanie
Petkovich, Don Miller, Darlene Jackson, Eric Smith,
Jean Jones, Angie Manfreddi, Angie Bouder,
Crystal Hummel, and Beth Hinesley

All Care givers and Care receivers: Vi Benham and
Donna Rodgers

Those serving in the Armed Forces: Lukas Houser,
Makayla Wilbur, Sam Gallow, Eddie Oswalt,
Matthew Cogburn, and Ariel Bryan 

TIME CHANGE SUNDAY 2 A.M., NOV. 6TH 

                         
  

  

            NOVEMBER       
1   Josie Foster Swim
3   Jason Koppert
4   Denise Foster
     Kristin Fowler-Foulger

5   Pr Bob Sinclair
      Daniel Anderson
6   Brad Ness
8   Tina Smith
10  Bob Larson
11  Seth Foster
13  Don McClay
15  Laura Berg
18  Jerod Vandehey

19   Anna Cunningham
21   Chris Masten
22   Lindsay Berg
       Glee Ann Erdelbrock
23   Cody Sicklovan
        Jasmine Ogden
 26   Danny Oswalt
        Linda Easterling
 27   Krisin Knutson
        Elizabeth LeMond
28   Teresa Bryan
29   Katrina Hinesley
30   Leann Beall



TAKE CARE OF YOUR EYES
Are you like me and only went to an eye doctor after
your vision changed? Well, join the majority of us! 

Vision is one of our most important senses. Caring for
our eyes as  is a lifelong journey. 

Eye exams can help with healthy vision disease and
diagnosis of early eye disease. Including children!

Here’s a few tips  to healthy, comfortable vision:

-Protect your eyes with 100% UV protection in
sunglasses

-Stay active, due to research it can lower risk of eye
conditions 

-Eat healthy including foods high in omega 3, vitamins
A ,C, D and E. 

-Stop smoking. Risks are higher for dry eye, cataracts
and macular degeneration 

-Reduce screen time. Long hours can lead to eye
strain and dry eye

-Drink plenty of fluids to keep eyes lubricated with
tears.

-Contact care - Follow guidelines to cleanse to
prevent infections

-Regular eye exams for adults and children. A child’s
eye develops quickly as they grow and exams can
diagnose eye related conditions early.   

To your health,

K.C. Babcock, R.N. 

Stewardship Committee
The month of November brings lots of images to
mind; changing of leaves, everything pumpkin
spice, the traditional Thanksgiving meal,
countdown to Christmas...the list goes on. 

It is also time to take inventory of our blessings.
To recognize that even in the midst of all the
world issues that come at us daily, we are called
to honor God with everything you own; give him
the first and the best. Proverbs 3:9 

When we put our faith in action, we give our
first and best of our financial resources and a
generous  portion of our time to do the service
we are called to.

The 2023 Stewardship campaign will kick off in
January with some pulpit testimonies, looking at
the current missions (those things that happen
outside the walls of St. Paul) and ministries
(those things that happen inside the walls of the
church that impact the community) as well as
hear several members talk about the changes
that happens in their lives as a result of tithing. 

Whatever Thanksgiving tradition you have, may
part be an awareness of how faithful God is to
His children. Remember, when we give an
offering of time and resources we express our
belief that God will continue to provide for our
every need, just as we are providing for our
neighbors. 

Serving as the Stewardship Committee,
Kevin Rahn
Randy White
Mary Rosen
Pastor Norm

   



 Thank You To:
• Thank you to all who have signed

up to furnish and serve a meal at

Community House.

• Those who volunteer to serve in

any capacity for memorial services

and receptions - ushering,

coordinating reception providing

food, serving, set-up, clean-up,

arranging tables and centerpieces.

• Earl Small for watering the lawn during all the dry

weather.

C Oktoberfest: Thank you to all those who helped set

up and take down: Kevin Rahn, Richard Skreen, David

Whittaker, Becky Dahlman, Curtis Thomsen, Neal

Johnson, Glen Agren, Roxanne Knutson, Jon

Davidson; Thank you to all those who cooked; Neal,

Amy, and Emma Agren, Dan and Monica Agren, 

Katrina and Ryan Hinesley; Thank you to those who

worked in the booths;  K.C. Babcock, David and Jacki

Whittaker, Katie Smith, Sandy Catt, Leann Beall, Pat

Dick, Kevin and Diana Rahn, Jim Johnston; Thank you

to Glen Agren for finding the Bluegrass Band. 

• For Mary Rosen who consistently brings home baked

goodies to the Wednesday morning text study (also

dubbed ‘Pastries with Pastor’)

• Katrina Hinesley for the idea and for reaching out to

folks to secure information for  our new bulletin

board - Meet Your Members. The goal is to change it

up monthly with the spotlight on at least 2 people

each month.  Check it out!

• Altar Guild, specifically Katrina Hinesley, who

coordinates to insure someone is readying

communion each Sunday morning - and its members:

Sharon Blankenship, Mary Rosen, Dani

  Foster, Diana Rahn, and Jacki Whittaker.

• Our music leaders, and choir, for their time and

talents: Clarance & Roxanne Knutson, Neal & Shirley

Johnson, Jim Johnston, Dana Canary, and Pastor

Norm.  And, for accompanist, Chuck Canary.

Women’s Bible Study which meets on Wed., will
conclude on Wed., Nov. 2nd.  The chosen study:
Jesus Calling - Receiving Christ’s Hope by Sarah
Young. 

• SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETS 1ST

AND 4TH SUNDAYS OF THE
MONTH.  Note this is a change
from 2nd Sunday to the 1st

Sunday.  The class is growing and
the 1st and  4th Sun. will allow
more children to attend.  The
class meets  at 9 a.m. (kids age
4-12) Volunteers to teach and
help out in general are always
welcome.. Curriculum is
provided. 

• MEN’S BREAKFAST continues the first Sat. of
each month at 8 a.m. 

•  MEN’S MIDWEEK PRAYER 
continues to meet via
Zoom  on Wed. mornings.  It is on zoom: the
link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82099027477?
pwd=NXBENkJKcHFRYldLL0lzQmNRVUU2QT
09     Feel free to join at anytime and stay as
long as you need.

God’s Abundant Plate (GAP) 
Saturday, November 19th (3rd Saturday of the
month) is the next GAP meal. Pancakes are  on
the menu!  Remember to RSVP through St.
Paul’s Face book page a few days before.  Stay
and eat your meal and enjoy music by the G3
group. Runs from 5-6 p.m.



The Old Testament - Adult Sunday Class
  by Mary Rosen

The class meets each Sun. at 9

a.m.  The name of the study is The

Great Courses, The Old Testament.

It involves watching a 25 minute

dvd and then discussion. No study

books are needed to purchase or

sign up needed. This class is a

series of DVD lectures by Professor

Amy-Jill Levine. She is a professor

of New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University

Divinity School. 

The class is divided into 24 lectures and offers an

introduction to the history, literature, and religion of

ancient Israel and early Judaism as it is presented in the

Old Testament, the Hebrew Bible and the Tanakh

(cannon used by Synagogue).  There will be a glossary

of terms used in the series that will be available for

distribution.

Upcoming Classes:

Nov. 6 -    Moses and the Exodus

Nov. 13 - The God of Israel

Nov. 20 - Covenant and Law (Part 1)

Nov. 27 -  No class

Dec. 4 -     Covenant and Law (Part 2)

The goal of each academic lecture is to provide

members of the faith community with  richer insights

into the literature that forms its bedrock. The argument

is not IF the text is divinely inspired or dictated by God,

but to know as much as possible about the particulars:

why these words, Why  this order? Why this social

context? Why this translation?

Facilitator Note: While this is an academic study, it is

fascinating from a historical prospective. It  provides a

broader context to the Bible. I am not an academic, and

it took patience to get through the first 15 minute of

lecture 1. Now, it is like a good Netflix show where I find

myself wanting to watch another episode immediately

Please feel free to join and be a part of the 45 minutes

each morning before worship.

Prayer Updates
If you have any  updates on those
on our intercessory prayer list,
please contact Geri or Pastor Norm
with that information.
                                                                            
FRED MEYER REWARDS
If you have a Fred Meyer Digital Rewards
account, you can link your Fred Meyer card to
earning reward dollars for St. Paul.  Go to
Community Rewards at FredMeyer.com to sign
up.  Any transaction moving forward using the
card number associated with your digital
account will be applied to the program, at no
cost to you.  Fred Meyer donates annually to
participating organizations based on your
percentage of spending as it relates to the total
spending associated with all participating Fred
Meyer Community Rewards organizations

AMAZON SMILE REWARDS:
Amazon donates .5% of the price of eligible 
"smile.amazon.com" purchases to St. Paul and
you can donate for St. Paul by logging into the
link below: This is the link to use when signing
o n  v i a  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  a c c o u n t : 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0991229

GOD’S LOVE
By Katrina Hinesley

  We don’t have be perfect to be loved 
  ~God finds us Perfect in our imperfect ~  

  It is for All of us Abundantly!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-0991229


    Monthly  Financial Report

    August:    $11,406.00  

    Sept.:                $9,295.00

    Oct. (thru 10-23)  $11,862.00

  Thank you for your continued faithfulness        
      with your tithes and offerings. 

    

ALL SAINTS DAY SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6TH

Several Bible verses that relate to All Saints Day:
1 Corinthians 1:2,3a
2To the church of God ..., to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
together with all those who in every place call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, ...3 Grace to you
and peace

A Prayer for All Saints Day
They left their mark on the earth for you, for us, for
our children to come. Thank you, God, for the
tremendous sacrifices made by those who have
gone before us. Bless the memories of your saints,
God. May we learn how to walk wisely from their
examples of faith, dedication, worship, and love. 
Amen

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF ST. PAUL
REMEMBERED 2019-2022

Granville Oswalt (Granny)
Steve Grizzle

Al Black
Joyce LeMonds
Mark Eubanks

William Eugene White
Pr. Brian Pederson

Mary Mage
Nick Petkovich

Carol Foster
Gayle Agren
Richard Day
Lewis Jakson

Betty Jean Rose
Mona Bryant
Peggy Droz

Thomas Cooley (Sam)
Beth Coleman

Jack Janisch
Gary Wilbur

Corrine Kuehner
Palma Jensen


