
Thank you to everyone who attended the congregational meeting 
where we discussed the intentional interim work that we continue to 
do. Thank you also to those who watched the recording of the meeting 
and/or read the meeting minutes. Thank you to Betsy Cottle, our 
Clerk, for taking the minutes, as that can be a challenging task! If you 
have not yet had a chance to view it or read them, please email 
outreach@eccucc.org and we will send them to you.

We described how this has been and will continue to be a fluid 
spiritual journey, subject to everyone's participation and responses, 
which will determine the flow of the process.  Because of this, it is 
difficult to attach dates to some of the future steps. 

As we mentioned, we will come together over three themes: the past, 
the present, and the near future.  Our format will be first in small 
groups, in person, made up of 8 - 10 people, followed by a large group 
discussion where each small group will share what they discussed. 

For our first theme, we’re going to revisit our past once in these small 
groups. We will not dwell on the past, but there are a few things we 
need to discuss. We will only meet once in the small groups and then 
once as a larger group.  We will conclude the larger meeting by 
honoring the saints who have gotten us to this place of having our 
beautiful church. It is because of them that we have been empowered 
to bring Christ Jesus to many people throughout many generations. At 
this point, we will be prepared to move to the next stage of our 
ongoing journey together where we will look at our present by 
following this same process. 

Each small group will have a facilitator who will help guide the 
conversations starting with a set of questions that I will provide. These 
questions are just meant to help get the conversations going. 

We hope that many people take turns being a facilitator. You don't 
need to have had any formal training. Joanne will be providing 
instruction and guidance on how to effectively do this job. We only 
want people to be a facilitator once, with everyone taking a turn.  
[Please see next page for additional information.]
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Once a facilitator has been assigned to a small group, it will be the facilitator's role to contact their group to 
arrange a time and place that works for them all. We might meet at church, at a coffee shop, or at 
someone's home. It is strongly encouraged that these meetings be in person rather than by zoom. 

During the meeting, the facilitator will ask the questions that open up the discussion, while helping to 
remind the group about the theme in case conversations get too off track. The facilitator will not be 
participating in the discussions with their own comments, but will be taking notes for the group in order to 
report on behalf of the group in the larger meeting.  Room should and will be made for differences of 
opinions if they come up during the small group meetings.  Facilitators will also be a member of a different 
small group so that they have a chance to be part of the conversation too.

With the holidays approaching, we do not feel there is room in the church calendar for people to get 
involved with this work before the new year. January is also a busy month for many boards and 
committees and staff in preparation for the annual meeting. Therefore, we will hold the facilitator's 
preparation meeting on Feb 1, from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm in the social room. 

Concurrently, we will have sign-ups for the small groups, so that facilitators can begin organizing their 
meeting right after the instructional meeting, possibly as early as the 2nd week of Feb. 

The immediate task now is for everyone to sign up to be involved in the small group discussions with the 
theme "our past", as well as to sign up to be a facilitator if you are able.  The sign up links will be provided 
in the weekly email or you can call Caroline in the office and she can sign you up. 

Your Sister in Christ,

Pastor Joanne

All-Church Potluck
Women’s Fellowship is hosting an all-church potluck on Saturday, 

November 12, 2022 in the Social Room 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. 

This is a celebratory potluck for the success of the Fair 
and it is for our entire church.  
All are welcome.  Please join us!

Last names beginning A - M, please bring a main dish to share.  
Last names beginning N - Z, please bring a side dish or salad to share.  Desserts and 

beverages will be provided.  

We have activity sheets from our Historians, for both children and adults, which will 
be available at the potluck dinner.  It will be a fun evening!

Considering Membership at ECC?  We'd love to have you!
There will be an opportunity to become a member of Ellington Congregational Church on Sunday, 
November 13th during our worship service.  An informational meeting will be held on Sunday, 
November 6th at 11:30 am. in room 201 when representatives from boards, committees, and groups will 
offer information and answer questions.

Please contact Pastor Joanne: 860.872.9222 or pastor@eccucc.org if you are interested.



Thank you Laurie Hazelton!
The ways you've been of 

service at ECC are many, but 
what comes to mind right 

now ...
Thank you for your 

Apple Pies!!

For information on children's music programs, please 
email musicdirector@eccucc.org.

Church school continues to meet and grow! 
New students are welcome at any time!

 

Contact Lee Carman for more information on child and youth 
faith formation programs (christianed@eccucc.org)

T.E.L.O.S. 

youth had offsite fun at the Trolley Museum. They experienced 
Rails to the Darkside. Youth have played games, sorted hundreds 
of bottles/cans, had a bake-off, and visited a corn maze.

S.E.E.D. 
youth painted pumpkins and visited a corn maze.

Did You See?
There is a new plaque on the Welcome Station in the Social Room, dedicating it to Sharon Gluhosky. Sharon 
was instrumental in creating the center and launching the welcoming ministry. Courtesy of the Worship 
Visioning Team. Thank you Curtis for getting and installing the plaque. 

There is new framed artwork in the Narthex with our current mission statement. Thank you Growth and 
Nurture committee for this new piece. 



ECC Operating Results
Year to Date through September 30, 2022

Income excluding Trust Fund & Carry-forward:         $161,783
Expenses:                                                                             $205,585
Deficit/Surplus:                                                                  ($43,802)
Numbers exclude cell tower rent which is used exclusively for capital improvements

Please try to stay current on your pledges
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 

– 1 Peter 4:10

Thank you Pack 96 for your help again this year!



MOVIE NIGHT SERIES

Sat Nov 19 @ 6pm  Adult Movie Night 

The Hundred-Foot Journey, rated PG
The family of talented cook, Hassan Kadam (Manish
Dayal), has a life filled with both culinary delights and
profound loss.  They leave India for France where they
open a restaurant directly across the road from
Madame Mallory's (Helen Mirren) Michelin-starred
eatery, where the rivalry between restaurants and
cultures goes too far.  Will they be able to find a bridge
between them?

Sponsored by Growth and Nurture

Sponsored by Board of Christian Education 

Join us for our first two movies in our series in the social room. Snacks 
and drinks will be provided. 

Sat Dec 10 @ 6pm  Family Movie Night 

Babe is a runt pig that doesn't know his place in the 
world. Raised by sheepdogs on a rural English farm, 
Babe learns to herd sheep with a little help from Farmer 
Hoggett (James Cromwell). Babe is a little moral 
masterpiece with its honoring of the values of self- 
esteem, hospitality, empathy, and service of others.

Babe

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
 

The next meeting of the Prayer Shawl Ministry is on the THIRD Thursday of November, 
November 17, due to Thanksgiving.  Please join us at 9:30 a.m. in the social room.  The 
group does not meet in December.

Prayer Shawls and Lap Robes for men and women are available on the new quilt racks; 
one located in the social room, the other in the Narthex. They are also located in the 
room off of the Narthex.  We appreciate your signing out for these.  There is no cost, but 
it gives us a count of items that go out during the year.

If you need more information, please call Jan Starkweather at 860 875-1543.



Drinks not included in take-out orders    
Baked Pasta with Meatballs - served with tossed salad & Italian Bread **             
Child’s Portion – Baked Spaghetti - served with tossed salad & Italian Bread          
Bowl or Cup of Pasta Fagioli Soup - served with grated parmesan & Italian Bread  
Apple Cake or Carrot Cake - add a Scoop of Vanilla Ice Cream  
Hot Chocolate w/whipped cream - Coffee (refills) Regular or Decaf 
Tea (refills) Regular or Decaf - Milk 1% White - Cider (Pasteurized) 

Chicken A La King - with/without cranberry-pineapple Jell-O salad
Grilled Cheese Sandwich - with chips & pickle  
Bowl or Cup of Tomato Soup - served with Parmesan cheese and Oyster Crackers
Indian Pudding, Apple Cake or Carrot Cake - add a Scoop of Vanilla Ice Cream
Hot Chocolate w/whipped cream - Coffee (refills) Regular or Decaf
Tea (refills) Regular or Decaf - Milk 1% White - Cider (Pasteurized) 

FRIDAY DINNER MENU (Served 5 pm to 7 pm)

 SATURDAY LUNCHEON MENU (Served 11 am to 1 pm)

FARMHOUSE FAIR
November 4: 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
November 5:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Homemade and Handmade

Farmhouse Fair Cafe
Dine In or Take Out
Dinner Friday 5 - 7

Lunch Saturday 11 - 1 
(Drinks not included in take-out orders)

Special thanks to the Ad Hoc Re-Opening Committee for their diligent hard work during 
the Covid 19 pandemic. They kept us up-do date with current situations and gave us ever- 
changing guidelines on how to best keep ourselves and each other safe and healthy while 
at church.  Covid has not gone away, however we are fully re-open and so the Re-Opening 
Committee has now been disbanded.  The Re-Opening Team was Chas Gross (Chair), 
Robin Miller, Sharon McLaughlin, Joann Scott, Mary Iovine, Dawn Stone.  Thanks to you 
all!

Thank You Re-Opening Team!



The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and 
friends of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

Women's Fellowship News

Dear Women of ECC,

The 60th Annual Farmhouse Fair is almost here! The dates are Friday, November 4 from 5-8 
p.m. and Saturday, November 5, 2022 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Please join us. There will be lots of 
wonderful activities from an Italian-style Dinner on Friday night from 5-7 p.m. to our traditional 
Chicken a la King Luncheon on Saturday from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Our rooms and booths 
include The Bakery, Cookie Bees, gift baskets, Colonial Brooms Squire, Gals & Dolls, Fabulous 
Fibers, Raggedy Ann & Andy, Wooden Yard-Snowmen, Everything Animals, Kids’ Corner, and of 
course our beautiful Christmas Shoppe.  We also have a Reading Parlor this year.  This is our special 
once-a-year event as well as our 60th Annual Farmhouse Fair! See you at the Fair!

(Cont on next page)

Re-Opening Team Update November 2022 – Final Report
At the October Prudential meeting, it was agreed upon that the ReOpening Team would be 
disbanded that night, as we were chartered to reopen the church and that goal has been 
accomplished. Covid has not “gone away” but we are learning to live with covid. The 
ReOpening Team was established as an Ad Hoc Committee by Prudential to help with 
information and guidance as ECC moved from being a closed church to reopening our 
doors. It has been several months now since our church has fully reopened. 

Masks continue to be optional and at this point, all precautions are personal responsibilities. 
We still have hand-sanitizer available in the church, of course. The State of Connecticut as 
well as the federal government have lifted most mandates. There are places which still 
require masks, but most businesses in Connecticut do not. Each person needs to determine 
for themselves and their families, what is best for them.

Current Protocols:  Masks are optional, but please do wear them if you prefer or if you are 
health compromised. There are no other restrictions – groups may meet, food may be 
served if desired, ministries are meeting in person, again, etc. Virtual meetings will continue 
being offered indefinitely and are still encouraged if that works best for the group or 
committee. Virtual worship will continue to be offered on the church website and the church 
YouTube channel. 

Blessings, 
Re-Opening Team 
Chas Gross, Chair, Mary Iovine, Sharon McLaughlin, Robin Miller, Joann Scott



MISSIONS is on a Mission

Shopping Cart Ministry
November Most Needed Items

 Canned pasta - all kinds
 Pouches of instant potatoes
 Rice a Roni
 Pasta Roni
 Peanut Butter
Money or gift cards for responding 
to changing needs

If we complain less and were more thankful, we would be 
happier and God would be more glorified.

Charles Spurgeon

This month we voted to donate $500 to 
Samaritan's Purse to help them continue their 
good work in Florida and $300 to Ellington and 
Vernon Human Services for their Christmas Gift 
Program.

Thank you to for you support of the 5th Sunday 
Cocoa collection!

Food Share is no longer providing them with 
peanut butter. This list are the most important 
things that they really need right now.

To everyone, the Board of Missions wishes 
you blessings and a Happy Thanksgiving.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry’s next meeting will be on November 17, 2022 (the third Thursday of the 
month only for this month – normally the meeting is the fourth Thursday of the month) from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Everyone who would like to help is welcome! Please contact Jan Starkweather at 
860-875-1543 for more information. Please note that the Prayer Shawl Ministry is not meeting in 
December. Congratulations and Thanks to the Prayer Shawl Ministry – they will be celebrating 20
years of this ministry in January 2023!

Sacred Stitches meets on the third Thursday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to noon, but they are 
not meeting until January. There will not be any Sacred Stitches meetings in November or 
December.  Everyone who wants to sew is welcome to join. Please contact Jan Schaeffer at 860-875- 
5581 with any questions.

Women’s Fellowship is also planning an all-church potluck on Saturday, November 12, 2022 in the 
Social Room beginning at 5:00 p.m. This is a celebratory potluck for the success of the Fair and it 
is for our entire church. All are welcome. Please join us. Last names beginning A - M, please bring a 
main dish to share. Last names beginning N - Z, please bring a side dish or salad to share. Desserts 
and beverages will be provided. We have activity sheets from our Historians, for both children and 
adults, which will be available at the potluck dinner. It will be a fun evening!

The kitchen was commercially cleaned in October. The new cleaning company, which was 
substantially less expensive than our previous vendor, did a wonderful job! The oven and stove were 
also thoroughly cleaned by them. Thank you, Joann S. for organizing this and making it happen.

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board meeting is Friday, November 11, 2022 at 
4:30 p.m. on Zoom.

Blessings, 
Penny Gates and Sharon McLaughlin, Co-Presidents

(Women's Fellowship News cont)



           Ellington Congregational Church Presents
 

 
 

 

Saturday, December 3, 2022
Save the Date!

Come Join the Celebration!
In conjunction with other town-wide events

 

Gingerbread House Contest     2:00 – 6:30 p.m.
Viewing in Room 201. Come admire the entries submitted for the Gingerbread 
House Contest sponsored by Growth & Nurture.

Bells and Musical Program     3:00 – 3:45 p.m.
Led by our Director of Music, Juliane LaRocca. Join us for a wonderful music 
program beginning with our Senior Bell Choir, some piano duets and ending with a 
Caroling Sing-Along.

Winterfest Café!     4:00-6:30 p.m. 
Our Dinner Committee will be offering a “family-friendly” menu, with continuous 
seating in the Social Room. We will be offering our special Macaroni & Cheese, Chili, 
Chicken Noodle Soup, Grilled Cheese, Beverages and Brownies!

Would you like to be part of the fun? The committee can use additional help with 
set-up, hosting, serving, and clean-up. Please contact the office for information. 
Officeadmin@eccucc.org

We held a very nice dedication service at the end of September to install several new 
engraved river rocks into the labyrinth memorial garden. There is a video recording of 
the service on our youtube channel if you would like to watch.  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmbMKdg3u4W7ugOT3wI_EHQ

The following were the dedications:

Sharon Philbrick Gluhosky in loving memory by Mark Gluhosky  "Find Joy"
Brian Cocuzzo from all of us at ECC for his dedication during Covid
The Oliver Family in honor of their marriage by Gordon and Debra Oliver
Mary Frances Gadarowski In loving memory by Robin Miller (her piano teacher)
Dustin Jake Odell in loving memory by Marci Richardson

Memorial River Rock Dedications



2022 Annual Community
Gingerbread House Competition

Ellington Congregational Church presents

Please know that pictures will be posted publicly on the church 
website and on social media. 

Your submission implies your permission to do so. 

Open to the public!
All materials used in making your gingerbread house 
should be edible with the exception of the base you 
are building on.
Please register your entry. Go to www.eccucc.org and 
click on the tab at the top of the page "Gingerbread 
House Contest". 
11/29:  Online registrations due 
12/1/22:  Drop off your entry on Thursday 5:00-7:00    
12/2/22   Friday  6:00 pm  Judging
12/3/22  During Winterfest, from 2:00-6:30, we will 
be open to the public for viewing
12/3/22 6:30-7:30  Pick up your entry. 

Instructions:

Questions?  
Please email outreach@eccucc.org 

or call the church office at 860-871-6606


