
Mr Potato Head

and 

The Great Awokening



“Hasbro today (February 26, 2021) announced the iconic brand will be reimagined 
for the modern consumer,” read a statement on the manufacturer’s website.

The rebranded toy, in which children add facial characteristics and clothes to the 
body of a plastic spud, will hit shelves later this year.

It will allow kids “to imagine and create their own Potato Head family,” said 
Hasbro.

“The way the brand currently exists, with the “Mr” and “Mrs”, is limiting when it 
comes to both gender identity and family structure,” Hasbro general manager 
Kimberly Boyd told business magazine Fast Company.

“Culture has evolved,” she added.

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/parenting/kids/mr-potato-head-goes-gender-neutral-drastic-change-to-toy-
story-character-ruthlessly-mocked/news-story/1d1615e849666132bcab5d5c47c38736



*Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation

GLAAD*, an LGBTQ advocacy group, applauded the genderless toy potato.

"Hasbro is helping kids to simply see toys as toys, which encourages them to be 
their authentic selves outside of the pressures of traditional gender norms," 
said Rich Ferraro, GLAAD's chief communications officer, in a statement.

abc.net.au Fri 26 Feb 2021

After being heavily mocked on Twitter, the company modified its message.

“While it was announced today that the POTATO HEAD brand name & logo are dropping 
the ‘MR.’ I yam proud to confirm that MR. & MRS. POTATO HEAD aren’t going anywhere 
and will remain MR. & MRS. POTATO HEAD,” the company tweeted.

https://apnews.com/article/mr-potato-head-goes-gender-neutral-d3c178f2b9b0c424ed814657be41a9d8



A British midwifery magazine has shared an incredible 
cover that shows that, yes, trans men can give birth –
and you bet it ticked off transphobes.

In a cover designed by illustrator Lauren Rebbeck for its 
24th volume in May, The Practising Midwife emphatically 
said that trans men who give birth are “amazing”.

Part of the magazine’s Normal Birth series, the cover 
features a trans Black man after giving birth to a baby as 
his partner looks on in pride. His fist raised in the air, 
showing a rainbow tattoo with the words “right on” 
underneath.

Of course, because their hobby is hate, the cover quickly 
became the target of transphobic Twitter trolls and anti-
trans pressure groups.

https://www.pinknews.co.uk/2021/07/01/practising-midwife-trans-
men-birth/





“If you really delve into the metaphor of being woke, 

it implies that in some sense you were asleep to 

particular kinds of injustices and oppressions in the 
world, and now you’ve been awakened to it.”





1. The objectivity of knowledge is denied.

The Main Tenets of Postmodernism

2. Knowledge is uncertain. 

3. All-inclusive systems of explanation are impossible. 

4. The inherent goodness of knowledge is questioned.

5. Progress is rejected.

6. Truth is defined by and for the community.

7. Truth is known through channels, such as intuition and lived experience. 



Group exercise

In 1829, the British rulers of India outlawed the practice of widow 

burning (suttee or sati). Were they right to do so?





1. According to CT, our identity as individuals is inseparable from our 
group identity. 

2. Oppressor groups subjugate oppressed groups not by the use of 

physical force but by determining, maintaining and imposing society’s 

norms, traditions, expectations, and ideologies on minority or 
marginalised groups. 

3. The fundamental moral duty of human beings is to work to liberate 
oppressed groups. 



Hugh Sheridan musical Hedwig 

and the Angry Inch cancelled 

after outrage from transgender 

activists

Australian actor Hugh Sheridan was set to star in 
the musical Hedwig and the Angry Inch, however it 
has since been cancelled after criticism.

In an open letter, the Queer Artist Alliance Australia said it 
was “offensive” that Sheridan had been cast as the lead role 
of Hedwig Robinson, instead of a transgender person.
“The choice to cast a cis-gender male as a transgender 
character is offensive and damaging to the trans 
community, and continues to cause genuine stress and 
frustration amongst trans and gender non conforming
performers all across Australia,” the group wrote.

NOVEMBER 19, 2020



Hugh Sheridan has come out as a ‘non-binary bisexual human’

Eight months after the star announced they’re attracted to both men and 
women, the Packed to the Rafters actor told followers “I AM still a human (non-
binary/bi/me/Hughman) but I’m in a monogamous relationship with 
another human, who I love”.

Poppy Taylor
June 28, 2021



4. Critical theory claims that members 

of oppressed groups have special access 

to truth because of their “lived 

experience” of oppression. 



‘People who menstruate.’ I’m 
sure there used to be a word 
for those people. Someone 
help me out. Wumben? 
Wimpund? Woomud?  

Tweet by J K Rowling, June 7, 2020



5. Individuals who are part of more than one oppressed group 
experience ‘intersectionality

6. Critical Theory functions as a worldview. 



Towards a Christian Response

1. Agree where we can. 

2. Never compromise the conviction that the Bible is the Word 
of God and is, therefore, true. 

3. Be charitable. 

4. Be prepared to suffer if that is required. 

5. All moments pass, and this cultural moment will too.



“What else does this craving, and this helplessness, proclaim but 

that there was once in man a true happiness, of which all that 

now remains is the empty print and trace?

This he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, seeking in 

things that are not there the help he cannot find in those that are, 

though none can help, since this infinite abyss can be filled only 

with an infinite and immutable object; in other words by God 

himself”

Blaise Pascal, Pensees (New York; Penguin Books, 1966), 75



From The Life 
of Brian 

by Monty 
Python


