
THE GOD WHO 
SPEAKS



‘If God is unlimited spirit, without body, 
how can he communicate [with us] in any 
comprehensible and meaningful manner?’ 

Peter Jensen, At the Heart of the Universe (Homebush West: Lancer, 1991), 63 
( Slightly amended)



Our conscience bears witness to the reality of God.

Romans 2

14 For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, 

they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show 

that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears 

witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them 16 on that day 

when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.



The created order (or nature) bears witness to God.

Romans 1

19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 

them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 

been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 

been made. So they are without excuse. 



Ecclesiastes 3:11

11 He has made everything beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eternity into 

man's heart, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the 

beginning to the end. 

C. S. Lewis says something similar when he 
writes of human longing.



Romans 1

21 For although they knew God, they did not honour him as God or give thanks 

to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 

darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory 

of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals 

and creeping things.



Where does that leave us?

God chooses to reveal himself to sinful humanity in a way that addresses 
the problem. God makes himself known by speaking to us. This he does in 
a twofold form: the written Scripture, the Bible; and in Jesus Christ, the 
incarnate Word.



Genesis 1:26

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and 

over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that 

creeps on the earth.”



Genesis 1:27
So God created man in his own image,
    in the image of God he created him;
    male and female he created them. 



‘As Scripture develops, it becomes clear that the 
primary form in which God works for the 
redemption of humanity from the curse of sin and 
death is through the establishment of a covenant.’ 

Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of God 
(Leicester: IVP, 2009), 21



Thus, the words of promise/fulfilment 
become a motif integral to the way God makes 
himself and the nature of his rule known. 



Genesis 12

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 

father's house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonours you I will 

curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 



Exodus 6

2 God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD. 3 I appeared to Abraham, to 

Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make 

myself known to them. 4 I also established my covenant with them to give them the 

land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. …  7 I will take you to be 

my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your 

God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I will 

bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will 

give it to you for a possession. I am the LORD.’”



Exodus 19

3b The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the 

house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 4 You yourselves have seen what I 

did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and brought you to 

myself. 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is 

mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are 

the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.”



From the covenants there came the various institutions that governed the 
life of the people of God in this stage of national existence. Central to that 
existence was the precious gift of the Law … The Law kept them separate 
from the people around them. It insisted on a purified, non-image centred 
worship; it created a sacrificial system and a priesthood; it ordained the 
valid places of worship; it arranged the annual calendar. As well, it gave 
‘case law’ by which one could interpret prohibitions against theft, murder, 
adultery, Sabbath-breaking and lying that were at the heart of the law. It 
also encouraged a spirit of love and neighbourliness and justice which 
befitted God’s people in their communal life.

Jensen, 76-77



1. It is in and through the words of the covenant 
that God speaks to his people. 

2. God makes his covenant using words. 

3. God ‘speaks’ using human language. 



God uses human agents to speak his words to his people. 

Deuteronomy 18

15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 

your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16 just as you desired of the LORD your 

God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the 

voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 And 

the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18 I will raise up for 

them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my words in his 

mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 19 And whoever will not 

listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I myself will require it of 

him. 20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name that I have not 

commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that same 

prophet shall die.’ 



Malachi 4:5

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 

the LORD comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 

hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 

utter destruction.”

Jeremiah 33

14 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I 

made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that 

time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute 

justice and righteousness in the land.



Jeremiah 31

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant that I made 

with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 

land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares 

the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 

those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on 

their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer 

shall each one teach his neighbour and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD’, for 

they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. 

For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”



The Bible is not merely a book of aphorisms or propositions. 
The words of the Bible – God’s words to us, his people – are 
also personal, relational words that meet our needs in a 
variety of ways by speaking to us in a variety of forms: 
psalms, wisdom, prophecy, poetry, gospel, history, letter, 
apocalypse and more. In this way, God speaks to the human 
heart and the human mind in ways that address the breadth 
and reality of human life and experience. 



[The Bible, as a covenantal book], ‘reflects the many-
sidedness of God’s relationship with us, while at the 
same time constantly reminding us that he is a God 
who promises and fulfils. 

Jensen, 80
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