
  

Do you see a thousand little motes and atoms wandering up and down in a 
sunbeam? It is God that so peoples it; and he guides their innumerable and 
irregular strayings.

Not a dust flies in a beaten road, but God raises it, conducts its uncertain 
motion, and by his particular care conveys it to the certain place which he had 
before appointed for it, nor shall the most fierce and tempestuous wind hurry 
it any farther.

Ezekiel Hopkins 1692
On Providence: from Matthew 10:29-30

The Providence of God



  

“I don't know why I'm still alive. I can only 
guess. I have a tough constitution, and my 
profession taught me how to compete 
against long odds and big obstacles. I like 
to train hard and I like to race hard. That 
helped, it was a good start, but it certainly 
wasn't the determining factor. I can't help 
feeling that my survival was more a matter 
of blind luck.”



  



  




  

And we know that for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:28

I will call to God Most High, To God who accomplishes all things for 
me.

Psalm 57:2

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 
the counsel of his will.

Ephesians 1:11

What is Providence?



  

What is Providence?

Providence is not the same as God’s predestination or eternal decree, 
but rather is the execution of that decree within the time and space of 
His creation.

Joel Beeke, A Puritan Theology, p163



  

What is Providence?

We believe that God upholds and governs all things – from galaxies to 
subatomic particles, from the forces of nature to the movements of 
nations, and from the public plans of politicians to the secret acts of 
solitary persons – all in accord with His eternal, all-wise purposes to 
glorify Himself, yet in such a way that He never sins, nor ever 
condemns a person unjustly; but that His ordaining and governing all 
things is compatible with the moral accountability of all persons 
created in His image.

Bethlehem Baptist Church
Elder Affirmation of Faith 3.2



  

Examples of God’s Providence - Timing

Joseph

Esther

Paul and Silas

Paul and Onesimus

Charles Spurgeon



  

Usefulness of God’s Providence - Testimony

One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall 
declare your mighty acts. On the glorious splendour of your 
majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. They shall 
speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your 
greatness. They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant 
goodness and shall sing aloud of your righteousness.

Psalm 145:4-7

The Bible repeatedly reminds us to remember God’s Providence



  

Usefulness of God’s Providence - Testimony

The Bible is a written record of God’s providence

● Stones, altars & pillars built or named – 1 Sam 6:18, 7:12

● Items preserved as reminders – Ex 16:32-24, 25:16
● Feasts instituted – Ex 12:14, Esth 9:27-28

● Children named – 1 Sam 1:20

● Historical events recited – Ex 18:8-9, Ps 107
● Songs written and sung – Deut 32, Ps 105:2



  

Usefulness of God’s Providence - Testimony

… always giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ to God, even the Father

Ephesians 5:20



  

Purpose of God’s Providence - Triumph

The ultimate purpose is for God to be praised for His glory

... according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of the 
glory of His grace

Ephesians 1:6

... to the end that we who first have hoped in Christ would be to the 
praise of His glory

Ephesians 1:12

... unto the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of 
His glory

Ephesians 1:14



  

Purpose of God’s Providence - Triumph

Q1. What is the chief end of man?
A. Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy Him for ever.

Westminster Shorter Catechism

God’s purpose is to exalt his glory through the exercise of his grace. 
His aim is the greatness of his name and the gladness of his 
undeserving people

John Piper, Providence, p57



  

What does seeing and savouring providence do?

• Awakens awe and leads us into the depth of true God centred, 
Christ exalting, Bible saturated worship

• Makes us marvel at our own salvation and humbles us because of 
our sin

• Causes us to see everything as part of God’s design – everything 
as from Him and through Him and to Him, for His glory

• Helps protect us from the trivialising effects of culture and from 
trifling with divine things



  

What does seeing and savouring providence do?

• Helps us be patient and faithful amid the most inexplicable 
circumstances of life

• Shows us that the “problem” of God’s sovereignty is more than 
relieved by the sustaining purpose and power of His sovereignty 
through suffering

• Makes us alert and resistant to man centred substitutes that pose 
as good news



  

What does seeing and savouring providence do?

• Makes us confident that God has the right and the power to 
answer prayer that people’s hearts and minds would be changed

• Shows us that evangelism and missions are absolutely essential 
for people to be converted to Christ, because God makes them 
the means of His work in creating saving faith

• Assures us that for all eternity God will be increasingly glorified in 
us as we are increasingly satisfied in Him

John Piper, Providence, p694 - 711



  

Questions?
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