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The Way to Live in Anticipation of Jesus Imminent Return 

2 Peter 3:14 – 18 

Introduction: I like several things about preaching through a book in the Bible 

verse by verse. There is tremendous value in doing that.  

1. You get to know the heart of the author and their perspective on the Christian life 

and how they live for Christ.  

2. When you preach through a book of the Bible with one author, you see the style 

of the person writing and how the theme of their thoughts are woven through the 

book.  

3. Studying a book of the Bible allows the person studying to slow down and 

consider each phrase in the sentence of the verse 

• It begs for word studies to understand the meaning of the word in to 

context and understanding the tense of the word. It if is a command, if it is 

in the present tense participle showing continues action as a result of an 

action 

• You see how the author’s thoughts build and link together to construct a 

fuller idea and then act on it.  

4. You see the pattern of the book emerge. Peter started off in 2 Peter with doctrinal 

teaching to remind us of the benefits of salvation, shows the contrast of solid 

theology with false teaching and then how to prepare for Christ’s soon return.  

5. Just a note, the sermons for this sermon series and all of our sermon series are 

on YouTube, our app, and our website.  

• As we finish out this wonderful book today and actually both books, I and 2 Peter, 

we will look next week at an overview summary of I and 2 Peter to cement into 

our mind the importance of these two books in our personal lives, our church 

family lives and helping to have a kingdom focus in world that is running as fast 

as it can from God. This has been a valuable study for the times we are in. Let’s 

turn our attention to our scripture reading this morning.  

Scripture Reading 

2 Peter 3:14 – 18 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 

him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 15 And count the patience of our Lord 

as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the 

wisdom given him, 16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of 

these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which 

the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other 

Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that 

you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own 

stability. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
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Purpose: Every Christ follower must live with diligence to point people to Jesus in order 

to prepare them for eternity and remind ourselves how we are to live waiting for the 

blessed and glorious hope of our Lord’s return.  

Transition: Peter closes the book with these eight key thoughts.  

1. Be Diligent  

 2 Peter 3:14a 

14 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by 

him 

• Therefore, always asked what it is there for. 

o Peter is saying that since righteousness will dwell in the new heaven and 

new earth, we be should be living that way now.  

o He is saying how we should be found by God if we die or if He returns in 

our lifetime.  

• Beloved once again. How dear these people were to Peter’s heart.  

• Be diligent – make haste, be zealous, be concerned about something. to be 

eager verb. — to have or show keen interest, intense desire, or impatient 

expectancy. 

o How do we do that on a daily basis? It is hard to stay diligent, sitting on 

the edge of your seat with expectancy day after day.  

o It isn’t waking up every day and looking to the eastern sky for Jesus’ 

return. We would get weary of doing that.  

o To be diligent is to live each day to the best of our ability to glorify God.  

Romans 13:11-14 

But make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of all 

your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off, oblivious 

to God. The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and awake to what 

God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the salvation work he 

began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a minute, must not 

squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and indulgence, in sleeping 

around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing everything in sight. Get out of 

bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, waiting until the very last minute. 

Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and about! – The Message 

▪ We do that by seeking God’s will in the small and big decisions of 

life. As we grow in the Christian life and get to know God more, 

making decisions that are God’s will in the daily routine of life 

becomes second nature for some decisions.  

• Getting into the Bible and praying to begin or end your day 
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• Treating others with love, dignity and respect 

• Faithfully doing our work in our vocation 

• Taking care of our family and the possessions God has 

given us to manage 

• Serving Him at church using our spiritual gifts 

• Just to name a few ways that we continue on to lead a no regrets life. 

o You can’t change your past. You can put your past under the blood of 

Christ and move on. 

o You certainly can say from this day forward, you will live for Christ and 

attempt to live a no regrets life by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Transition: Peter gives us a second phrase to consider in light of eternity 

2. Be Holy  

 2 Peter 3:14b 

Without spot or blemish 

• There is a lot that could be said here. I will begin this point with an illustration 

Illustration: Picture of two canoes. “Because I've had the wonderful opportunity 

to have a lot of Native American friends, and brothers and sisters, and be on 

many reservations with our On Eagles' Wings team, I've gotten to hear some of 

the very colorful ways that Native Americans express themselves. One of them I 

heard when we were with tribes in the Northeast. And it's really stuck with me, 

because it sounds like something Jesus said. They were talking about the choice 

historically that their people had to make between the world of the white people 

and the world of the Native people. And the elders would say, "No man can stand 

in two canoes." That's a pretty funny picture if you think about it. The guy trying 

to stand in two canoes as they drift apart. You know what? You had to choose 

your canoe.”  

In Matthew 6:24, Jesus simply said, "No man can serve two masters." Or have his 

feet in two different canoes. You can't claim Jesus as your Lord, the decider of 

what you do, and have someone or something else that is your deciding factor. 

Like a man trying to straddle two canoes, you'll be pulled apart. – Ron Hutchcraft 

– October 27th, 2022 

James 4:4 - 7 

4 You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 

enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes 

himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the 

Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in 

us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but 

gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
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• We make ourselves friends with the world sometimes when we don’t speak up 

for how Christian’s view things and share what God is for. Silence sometimes 

shows our complicity with what others are saying in our presence. 

• We lean toward the ways of the world when we do things inappropriate or 

selfishly to get what we want. We make the ends justify any means to make it 

happen.  

• We are curious about sin. We like to look at it or play with it sometimes. We 

wonder what we are missing that the world is so excited about.  

• We compromise and rationalize our decisions that are out of God’s will.  

I Peter 1:15 – 16 

15 but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 since 

it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

• The standard God wants for us is to live perfect lives 

Matthew 5:48 

You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect 

2 Corinthians 6:14 – 18 

14 Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 

righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 

What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an 

unbeliever? 16 What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the 

temple of the living God; as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and 

walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 17 

Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord and 

touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you,18 and I will be a father to you, 

and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty.” 

• Pursuing holiness is not about how close we can get to being in the world but not 

stepping over the line. Holiness is seeking purity and truth to be a contrast to the 

sinful corruption of this world system.  

o Living out God’s values and character qualities in our life will allow people 

to take notice that you are a committed Christ follower 

o The fact you pull out of your driveway most Sundays and go to church is a 

sign of your commitment to Christ and that you are seeking a holy life.  

o Showing you have a larger vocabulary than most by not using curse words 

in your conversations 

o Standing up for godly values when appropriate in the work place. Being 

know as a man or woman of integrity, hardworking and honest 

o Knowing that it takes extra effort sometimes to be truthful and honest and 

doing it because you want to please God and not for earthly affirmation.  
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o Young person, it is trusting God to be all that God wants you to be and 

wait on Him to bring a godly boyfriend or girlfriend into your life in His time.  

• These and many other things we could say about living a life that is without spot 

or blemish.  

o God is the one at salvation and everyday removes the blemish of sin 

because of His shed blood on the cross. We can live a life of forgiveness 

and without shame.  

Transition: The third point this morning is this; 

3. Be at Peace  

 2 Peter 3:14c 

And at peace 

• This is addressed to the Christ follower 

o Saving faith brings peace with God 

Ephesians 2:14 – 16 

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down 

in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the law of 

commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new 

man in place of the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God 

in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility 

o Because of our saving faith and the imparting of the Holy Spirit in our 

hearts at the point we are born again, we can enjoy the peace of God 

Philippians 4:7 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 

and your minds in Christ Jesus 

• We have a peace of mind as Christ followers because we know who is sovereign 

and looking out and caring for us day after day after day. We can have peace 

with those Christ followers because they are like minded in the faith.  

• Notice it says earlier in verse 14 that we are to be found by Him. We kid 

ourselves sometimes by what we do thinking God can’t see us or is indifferent to 

certain things we do. Maybe He is too busy to worry about everything or 

everywhere I go.  

• Just because our God is not like the mythological god, Zeus who sends lightning 

bolts to earth to punish people who do wrong 

• We should not take advantage or become complacent to God’s grace. Always 

remember the wonderful beauty of God’s omnipresence. He is always, always 

with us. This is comforting and gives us peace. It also keeps us accountable and 

seeking holiness in our lives 
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Psalm 139:7 - 12 

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? 8 If I 

ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! 9 If I 

take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 even 

there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, 

“Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” 12 even 

the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as 

light with you. 

Transition: Peter’s next point in verse 15 is to;  

4. Be Grateful  

 2 Peter 3:15 

15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother 

Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him 

• Be grateful for the grace and mercy of God.  

• We talked about this in detail when we studied 2 Peter 3:9, God’s patience is 

His longsuffering with us as Christ followers to help conform us and shape us 

into the image of Christ and for our loved ones, our neighbors, our fellow 

students and co-workers to come to faith in Christ.  

• Peter showed His love for Paul. They did not always agree and had some 

confrontations but Peter highly respected and regarded Paul 

o Acts 15 – Jerusalem Council 

o Peter and Paul ministered together with Silas – Acts 15:40 

o Paul confronted Peter in Galatians 2:11 – 14 from shying away from 

Gentile believers and staying with his fellow Jews exclusively who 

were believers.  

• Paul shared the same wisdom of God in his writings as Peter did in his.  

Ephesians 3:1 – 3 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— 2 

assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given 

to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 

written briefly 

Transition: Peter expands on this thought about Paul in the next verse 

5. Be Wise  

 2 Peter 3:16 
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16 As he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There 

are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and 

unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures 

• Peter’s letters were sent most likely to some of the same places Paul’s letters 

went in Asia Minor 

• Peter acknowledges that there are some things in Paul’s writings, especially 

writings concerning prophecy that may be hard to understand.  

o Literally here Peter is saying “difficult to interpret”. Some of Paul’s writings 

were more complex than others.  

• Peter puts Paul’s writings as equal to the rest of the inspired Word of God by 

calling them scriptures. Scriptures – graphe’ – inscribed writings. Scripture refers 

to writings that are considered sacred because they contain a record of divine 

revelation. 

• Peter again calls out false teachers who take and distort not only Paul’s writings 

but other scripture as well.  

o Ignorant – lack of information or immature in the faith 

o Unstable – distorting or like twisting and wrenching someone’s body on a 

torture table 

Transition: Peter’s sixth admonition in closing this book for those who are waiting for 

Christ’s return is to;  

6. Be Stable  

2 Peter 3:17 

17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not 

carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability 

• You already know these things brothers and sisters in Christ 

• Here is the prognosis, if you continue in the things of God, you will not fall 

into the ways of error. 

• Guard yourselves against the arguments of wicked individuals. Don’t say I 

didn’t warn you!! 

o Lawless – morally corrupt 

o Stability – steadfastness; firm footing; 

Ephesians 4:14 

So that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried 

about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes 

I Thessalonians 5:21 

But test everything; hold fast what is good 
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• Be discerning and be spiritually perceptive so that you will not as individuals or 

groups move away into error 

• One of the great tragedies of evangelism is bringing “spiritual babies” into the 

world and then failing to feed them, nurture them, and help them develop. The 

false teacher’s prey on young believers who have “very recently escaped” from 

the ways of error (2 Peter 2:18) - Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 

470). Victor Books. 

2 Peter 2:18 

For, speaking loud boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh 

those who are barely escaping from those who live in error 

Transition: Now we come to the last, but very important verse of this book.  

7. Be Growing  

 2 Peter 3:18a 

But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

• Peter ends his letter where he began by using the word “grow.”  

• Grow here means “to make it a habit of continually growing.”  

o If we are not growing we are stagnant or atrophying in 

our spiritual growth 

o Always remember the object of our growth is found in 

the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ. See the balance here in the description 

of Christ 

o Lordship – Spirit filled life 

o Savior – His saving work 

o The more we experience and grow in our 

knowledge of Christ, the more grace God gives to 

us.  

o Knowledge where we spend time in scripture keeps 

us from error and makes us stable and living in 

confidence, no matter the circumstances, while we 

walk with Christ.  

Illustration: In the 1920s there was a young African American child who was 

growing up in Cleveland. One day a famous athlete named Charlie Paddock, came 

to his school to speak to the students. At the time Paddock was considered "the 

fastest human being alive." He told the children, "Listen! What do you want to 

be? You name it and then believe that God will help you be it." 
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That little boy decided that he too wanted to be the fastest human being on earth. 

The boy went to his track coach and told him of his new dream. His coach told 

him, "It’s great to have a dream, but to attain your dream you must build a ladder 

to it. Here is the ladder to your dreams. The first rung is determination! And the 

second rung is dedication! The third rung is discipline! And the fourth rung is 

attitude!" The result of all that motivation is that he went on to win four gold 

medals in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. He won the 100-meter dash and broke the 

Olympic and world records for the 200 meters. His broad jump record lasted for 

twenty-four years. His name was Jesse Owens. 

Spiritual growth is not an accident. It is intentional. You must intend to grow. You 

must make a choice to grow. I don’t know how to say it any clearer than this. You 

are as close to Jesus Christ as you choose to be. If you are not growing 

spiritually don’t blame your wife or husband or kids or parents or pastor. You are 

as close to God as you choose to be. If you don’t feel close to God right now, 

guess who moved? God didn’t. - (From a sermon by Stephen Sheane, New Year - New You, 12/23/2010) 

• We grow best in a loving family, and this is where the local church comes 

in. A baby needs a family for protection, provision, and affection. Tests 

prove that babies who are raised alone, without special love, tend to 

develop physical and emotional problems very early. The church is God’s 

“nursery” for the care and feeding of Christians, the God-ordained 

environment that encourages them to grow. - Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible 

exposition commentary (Vol. 2, p. 471). Victor Books. 

• This is a fitting conclusion in contrast to false teachers.  

o True teachers of God’s Word points all the glory of 

Christ  

o False teachers seek or sought glory for themselves.  

Transition: Which leads us to Peter’s doxology.  

8. Be Glorifying  

 2 Peter 3:18b 

To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

• Peter is affirming Christ’s deity here and that He is equal to God. All glory 

goes to God alone 

Isaiah 42:8 

I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 

carved idols 

o Our God is a jealous God, jealous for our focus and attention on Him 

and no other gods.  
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Colossians 3:1 – 4 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things that are 

above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your[a] life appears, then you 

also will appear with him in glory. 

Application: Is the Holy Spirit leading and taking precedent in the thoughts and intents of 

the heart? 

Key Thought: Can you handle the storms of life, the temptation to sin, the 

falsehoods in and out of Christendom, and the daily grind of following Christ in 

order to stay true and faithful to Him? 

Quote: Winston Churchill kept England stable during the World War 2 bombing 

raids by emphasizing that “Wars are not won by evacuations.” 

Questions to Ponder This Week 

1. Do we have what it takes to remain faithful to the Lord? 

2. Are we staying in the Word of God to stay grounded in the truth? 

3. Do we go to the Word of God and think God’s thoughts as we seek answers to 

storms of life? 


