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When men begin to hesitate about, and hold back the truth in 
relation to [the Lord Jesus Christ] it is a sign of an unhealthy 
state of soul; and when these truths are diluted, omitted, or 
otherwise tampered with, it is a sign which in plain words means 
“Beware.”

Those who were really orthodox in their sentiments were too 
often lax and unfaithful as to the introduction of heretical 
ministers into their pulpits, either as assistants or occasional 
preachers.

Robert Shindler
S&T March 1887



  

The first step astray is a want of adequate faith in the divine inspiration of 
sacred Scriptures. All the while a man bows to the authority of God’s Word, he 
will not entertain any sentiment contrary to its teaching. “To the law and to the 
testimony” is his appeal concerning every doctrine.

Where ministers and Christian churches have held fast to the truth that the 
Holy Scriptures have been given  by God as an authoritative and infallible rule 
of faith and practice, they have never wandered very seriously out of the right 
way. But when, on the other hand, reason has been exalted above revelation, 
and made the exponent of revelation, all kinds of errors and mischiefs have 
been the result.

Robert Shindler
S&T April 1887



  

… Arminianism has usually been the route by which the older dissenters 
have travelled downward to Socinianism. We care more for the central 
evangelical truths than we do for Calvinism as a system;

 
Our warfare is with men who are giving up the atoning sacrifice, denying 
the inspiration of the Holy Scripture, and casting slurs upon justification by 
faith. The present struggle is not a debate upon the question of Calvinism 
or Arminianism, but of the truth of God versus the inventions of men. All 
who believe the gospel should unite against that modern thought which is 
its deadly enemy.

Charles Spurgeon
S&T April 1887



  

It now becomes a serious question how far those who abide by the faith 
once delivered to the saints should fraternize with those who have 
turned aside to another gospel. Christian love has its claims and 
divisions are to be shunned as grievous evils; but how far are we 
justified in being in confederacy with those who are departing from the 
truth? It is a difficult question to answer so as to keep the balance of the 
duties.

Charles Spurgeon
S&T August 1887



  

With deep regret we abstain from assembling with those whom we dearly 
love and heartily respect, since it would involve us in a confederacy with 
those with whom we can have no communion in the Lord.

Charles Spurgeon
S&T September 1887



  

To pursue union at the expense of truth is treason to the Lord Jesus. 
Fellowship with known and vital error is participation in sin ... Those who 
know and love the truth of God cannot have fellowship with that which is 
diametrically opposed thereto, and there can be no reason why they 
should pretend that they have such fellowship … the doctrine of baptism 
by immersion is not sufficient for a ground-work [of a union].

Charles Spurgeon
S&T November 1887



  



  

I am sometimes told by my people that I attack certain parties very hard. 
Well, I cannot help it; if they are not right, it is not my fault – if they come 
in my way, that I am compelled to run over them… If I am safely moored 
by a good strong anchor of fundamental truth and some other shall strike 
my vessel and sink himself, I will not pay the damages.

Charles Spurgeon
“The Plea of Faith” 1856



  

The Union, as at present constituted, has no disciplinary power, for it 
has no doctrinal basis whatever, and we see no reason why every form 
of unbelief and mischief should not be comprehended in it so long as 
immersion only is acknowledged as baptism. 

Charles Spurgeon
S&T November 1887

How can we unite except upon some great common truths? And the 
doctrine of baptism by immersion is not sufficient for a ground-work.

Charles Spurgeon
The Baptist Union Censure

Feb 1888



  

“Irrespective of how we appreciate a style or gift that other believers 
utilise in ministry, it is not our prerogative to condemn or belittle when 
that ministry is used to promote the person and values of Jesus.”



  



  

It is mere cant to cry, “We are evangelical; we are all evangelical,” and yet decline to 
say what evangelical means.

Charles Spurgeon
S&T October 1888



  

John Walton
Professor of Old Testament
Wheaton College, Illinois

Even though my exegetical conclusions are 
different from what many people have heard, 
I’m not calling into question any basic 
doctrines. I’m still essentially conservative 
theologically, and I’m firmly evangelical in my 
approach. I want to maintain and articulate the 
authority of Scripture.

Christianity Today

biologos.com

I am part of an Evangelical tradition heavily 
influenced by the Chicago Statement on 
Inerrancy.



  

There is a difference between being wrong and holding mutually exclusive 
possible interpretations. We should be slow to accuse another of discarding 
the authority of Scripture, and therefore denouncing them, just because they 
interpret Scripture differently than we do. The church should be big enough 
to allow a variety of positions while it still holds firm to the core truths of 
Christian doctrine and seeks faithful interpretation.

John Walton
biologos.com

Some things are true and some things are false. I regard it as an axiom; but 
there are many persons who evidently do not believe it. The current principle 
of the present age seems to be, “Some things are either true or false, 
according to the point of view from which you look at them. … Truth of course 
is true, but it would be rude to say that the opposite is a lie; we must not be 
bigoted, but remember the motto, ‘So many men, so many minds.’”

Charles Spurgeon
S&T March 1874



  

It is common for Christians to intertwine biblical claims with scientific claims. 
Some believe that to honor inerrancy they must read the text literally. And 
their “literal” reading leads them to conclude that the  Bible is teaching a 
global flood and a young earth, and, if this is so, the Bible’s claims are in 
conflict with the claims of mainstream science. The potential flaw in this 
thinking is that it is only particular interpretations of biblical passages that 
lead some to draw these conclusions. They are not irrefutable statements of 
the biblical text itself, and therefore cannot claim the support of inerrancy. 

John Walton
biologos.com



  

We affirm that Scripture in its entirety is inerrant, being free from all falsehood, 
fraud, or deceit.

We deny that Biblical infallibility and inerrancy are limited to spiritual, religious, or 
redemptive themes, exclusive of assertions in the fields of history and science. 
We further deny that scientific hypotheses about earth history may properly be 
used to overturn the teaching of Scripture on creation and the flood.

Chicago Statement on 
Biblical Inerrancy 1978

Article XII



  

God is certainly capable of bypassing normal causes, but it is not 
safe to infer that he did so just because the Old Testament reports 
that he acted.

John Walton
biologos.com



  

The cause of God goes on in spite of foes, and his truth is sure to conquer in 
the long run, however influential its opposers. No, no, we are by no means 
despondent for the Lord’s kingdom. That would be a dishonour to his eternal 
power and Godhead.

Our amiable critics ... will find us rejoicing in the Lord, and buckling on our 
harness for the war with as firm a confidence as if all men were on our side. 
Bad as things are from one point of view, there is a bright side to affairs: the 
Lord has yet his men in reserve who have not bowed the knee to Baal.

Charles Spurgeon
S&T September 1887
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